
Appendix 4: FWCC-AWPS Report: Part II & Part III  

A recap of some FWCC World & AWPS happenings since July 2021 

PART II 
Connecting 

Section Virtual Gathering Being a Quaker Neighbour was held with three sessions over 
the weekend of the 24th and 25th of July 2021.   
World Quaker Day. 3rd of October: Resilience and hope: Drawing strength from our 
Quaker faith  
Quaker Conversations 
Building up Secretary’s Weekly Round and Two-Monthly Asia West Pacific 
Database refinement 
Climate action networking (arising from Aotearoa Summer School) 
Quaker Aid, Peace & Development in 21st Century Asia West Pacific webinar 
including speakers from American Friends Service Committee; Friends Peace Teams 
Asia West Pacific; Quaker Peace and Service Aotearoa New Zealand; Quaker Service 
Australia; and Quaker United Nations Office 

 
Spiritual heart 

Asia West Pacific Online Meeting for Worship on Thursdays, involving Friends from 
India right across to Aotearoa, New Zealand; and from Japan and Singapore down to 
Hobart.   
Online Meetings for Worship. Because of covid-19, it’s become more possible to join 
Meetings for Worship Online meetings.  Over the last 7 months the Secretary has 
attended MfW with Friends from Hong Kong, Singapore, Daejon, and Yangon as well as 
Kyiv. 

 
Faith in action -  
 Climate justice, COP26 Glasgow Online Engagement:  

Views of Young Friends around the world 
bringing together young Quakers from around the world to share what is happening in 
their countries and their hopes for the future. We heard from young Quakers in Bolivia, 
Burundi, the USA and the Philippines (Ludwig Quriog), many of whom have direct 
experience of climate breakdown in their region. 

 
COP26:  Quaker perspectives on the negotiations so far 
During this online event, we heard reflections on the UN climate negotiations from 
Lindsey Fielder Cook, Representative for Climate Change at the Quaker UN Office in 
Geneva, and Olivia Hanks, Programme Manager – Economics and Sustainability at 
Quakers in Britain. 

 
“A moral call to conscience – fair share in finance for people affected by loss and 
damage” 
What do we mean by ‘fair share’ in loss and damage? This event explored effective and 
human rights-based responses to loss and damage, and in particular how loss and 
damage can be addressed. This was an official COP26 side event organised by Quaker 
Earthcare Witness, ACT Alliance, FWCC and QUNO 
 
Glasgow Interfaith Talanoa Dialogue Towards COP26  
The interfaith dialogue in the spirit of the Talanoa Dialogue served as a platform for 
faith communities attending COP26 to share their initiatives, concerns and hopes in 
their work for climate justice under a Talanoa Dialogue framework. Quakers were 



represented at this event by Paul Parker, Recording Clerk for Quakers in Britain, who 
spoke on behalf of Friends. 
Recordings of these events can be accessed via the FWCC web site at Quaker COP26 
 
Quakers Aotearoa New Zealand Summer Gathering 
Gray Southon and Adrian Glamorgan coordinated two workshops on climate, the first 
featuring a presentation by QUNO’s Lindsey Fielder Cook, with around 59 participants, 
and the second much smaller but which has linked up with Australia Yearly Meeting’s 
Climate Emergency & Species Extinction Working Group which has offered to share with 
Quakers Aotearoa New Zealand their Friends survey for our own uses. 
 
Podcasts The Secretary will be producing some podcasts on issues of concern to 
Friends in the Asia West Pacific.  The first is likely to feature QUNO action on climate. 
 

Learning in Asia West Pacific (with Woodbrooke) 
Exploring the writings of Early Quaker Women 
Clerking around the world (included two sessions just for AWPS participants, plus a 
final feedback session, which was clerked in the manner of Friends 
 

Managing Conflict 
Afghanistan When the country collapsed in September, FWCC Asia West Pacific was 
also intensely involved in trying to find ways for Afghan people linked to Friends leaving 
the country by supporting those Friends who more directly linked to these refugees and 
their efforts. 
Ukraine Finding the best ways for Friends in our Section to respond to the crisis in Kyiv 
– not only concern for the alleviation of suffering, but because there has been a threat of 
the use of nuclear weapons which could end civilisation globally. (See academic writings 
on the climate effects of even a “limited” nuclear war). Moreover, the escalation of 
conflict has led to suggestions from former Japanese Prime Minister, Abe Shinzo, that 
Japan house nuclear weapons.   
Arms Trade in Asia West Pacific – In the most recent Secretary’s Newsletter, Raytheon 
Technologies’ role in Asia West Pacific was featured, sharing its sales of arms to various 
Asian nations, and penetrating school education under the guise of science, maths, 
engineering and technology teaching.  The next Secretary’s Newsletter edition will 
include material on Lockheed Martin 

 
Building Capacity – Response to Disaster 

Bohol Supertyphoon disaster  

 

The supertyphoon hitting central 
Philippines (where Bohol is situated) on 

16 December 2022 caused enormous damage, not least of 

https://fwcc.world/areas-of-work/sustainability/cop26


all removing the means for livelihood for fishing communities.  It became clear that this 
widespread damage would take several months to restore capacity.  Friends in Asia 
West Pacific contacted the Secretary hoping to offer help for the small group of Friends 
on Bohol. Individual Friends and Quaker Peace & Service Aotearoa New Zealand 
contributed towards a project involving cooperation between Friends Peace Teams Asia 
West Pacific, Bohol Friends, and Plastic-Free Bohol. This involves replacing lost boat by 
constructing new ones in a particular island fishing community. 

 

 

Building Capacity – Strengthening Schools  
• Sohagpur, Friends Girls School, Hoshangabad District, Madhya Pradesh, India  

 
FWCC AWPS does not initiate fundraisers to 
raise money for particular schools, but we 
happily celebrated important achievements by 
any, especially in difficult times under covid.  
We were delighted to learn of new facilities at 
Sohagpur Friends Girls School being built. 

 
Building Capacity - Friends Peace Teams Asia West Pacific  

Friends Peace Teams Asia West Pacific is an autonomous body, not directly connected 
with FWCC AWPS.  However, former AWPS Secretary Valerie Joy has been active in the 
organisation, and I have attended several monthly meetings and a number of their 
webinars, including their “Power of Goodness” presentations.  Kins Aparece, 
Coordinator of FPT AWPS, has met with our Section Committee and was invited to speak 
at the March 26 Quaker Aid, Peace & Development webinar. 

 

PART III Recent Appointments – For your information 
 

New FWCC General Secretary 
Tim Gee of Britain Yearly Meeting was chosen to replace Gretchen 
Castle as General Secretary.  Gretchen completed three terms (9 
years) and is now the first female Dean of the Quaker founded 
Earlham School of Religion in Richmond Indiana. Tim has a broad 
range of experience publishing books and articles and taking a lead 
tackling peace and social justice issues.  His last role was Campaign 
Manager for Human Rights for Amnesty International in the UK.  
Previous employers include Britain Yearly Meeting, Christian Aid, 
and Friends of the Earth. I met with Tim one-on-one for a two hour 
conversation, followed by a Secretaries catchup for one and half hours. 
 
New FWCC QUNO Geneva Director 
Nozizwe Madlala-Routledge of the Quaker Community in the Western 
Cape Meeting, South Africa, has taken up her position as the new 
director of QUNO.  Nozizwe has broad experience in her home country 
and distinguished and influential service in government, civil society 
and advocacy. She is rare in having been a Quaker who has been second-
in-command of a nation’s defence forces, in South Africa.  Nozizwe has 
an honorary Doctorate of Law from Haverford College, diplomas in 
microbiology and adult education, a degree in social science and an 
honours degree in philosophy.  



 
New FWCC QUNO New York Director 
Sarah Clarke serves as Director of the Quaker UN Office in New York.  is 
originally from Canada and is a member of Ottawa Monthly Meeting. While 
working in New York, she resides with her family in Philadelphia. Sarah 
holds a master’s degree in international political economy from the London 
School of Economics and has worked in the field of peacebuilding and 
conflict transformation for over 20 years. Previously, she served  as Quaker 
Representative at QUNO from 2002 – 2014, before undertaking work with a 
variety of peacebuilding actors in Myanmar, including the UN. 
 
New Friends Committee on National Legislation 
Bridget Moix will be the Quaker lobby’s new General Secretary effective January 24, 2022. Moix 
will leave U.S. Executive Director of Peace Direct in Washington, DC, a post she has held since 
2015.  Prior to that, she worked at  USAID’s Office of Conflict 
Management and Mitigation (2013-2015). She managed Casa de los 
Amigos (Friends House) in Mexico City (2006-2007) and worked at 
the Quaker United Nations Office in New York (2000-2002).  Moix 
holds a Ph.D. from George Mason University’s Jimmy and Rosalynn 
Carter School for Conflict Analysis and Resolution. She is author of 
the book  “Choosing Peace: Agency and Action in the Midst of War” 
(Rowman & Littlefield, 2019), and a contributing author to “Building Peace in America” 
(Rowman & Littlefield, 2020).    
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