
Benyei, Dorothy Johanna - 26 September 2021 
 
Testimony to the Grace of God in the Life of Dorothy Johanna Benyei 

 
Dorothy Benyei was a kind, loving, practical and faithful Friend. 

 
Dorothy grew up at “Springside” farm in Seymour, Victoria with three sisters, Mary, Audrey and 
Margaret and brother John. 

 
As a young girl she experienced a transforming spiritual experience which she described as an 
awareness of abundant love. Dorothy also felt nurtured by the natural environment. 

 
During World War II Dorothy volunteered at Puckapunyal army camp once a week providing 
tea/coffee/scones/sewing for troops and becoming a ‘little’ sister to departing soldiers. 
She was active in the Presbyterian Church in Seymour and in Melbourne. She had been intending to 
work overseas but was called to work with refuges in Melbourne where she met her beloved 
husband-to-be and refugee, Laszlo Benyei. 

 
Dorothy’s love for her family was unbounded, particularly for her husband Laszlo and sons Jamie, 
Jonathan and Peter who died as a baby. Her love grew as she embraced her two daughters in law, 
Begona and Christine, and her two granddaughters, Petra and Andrea. 

 
After having married and established a family, Dorothy became involved in numerous local voluntary 
activities, including as archivist for the Kew Historical Society for almost 30 years. 
Dorothy worshipped in both Presbyterian and the Hungarian Reformed Church but eventually 
followed her sons, first Jamie and then Jonathan, who discovered Quakers in the 1970s. 

 
Within Quakers, Dorothy worked with the children of the meeting, something which delighted both 
her and the children. She had a gentle loving rapport with them in such a way that age was an 
irrelevance. 

 
Dorothy was also a Quaker Registering Officer, a role which she embraced with joy, taking very 
seriously that those married within the meeting were in the care of the meeting. 

 
The Library at Friends House in Orrong Road was another project which was dear to Dorothy’s 
heart. She was in attendance every Thursday where she provided vegetable soup to anyone who 
visited and was able to guide both Friends and others, often young people researching Quakerism, 
to a deeper understanding of the Society. 

 
Dorothy was clerk of Victoria Regional Meeting between 1983-87, representing Quakers on various 
inter-church/interfaith committees and events including the visit of Pope John Paul II 
Dorothy always arrived early at her local meeting. She travelled to weekly Quaker meetings and 
elsewhere by public transport and faithfully attended Quaker Yearly Meetings for almost 40 years. 

 
Dorothy’s beloved husband Laszlo died in 2006 and in 2013 she moved into the Karana Community 
in Kew. She worked closely with the chaplain, worked in the kiosk, was a companion to those in 
need and assisted residents to record their life histories. 



Dorothy had strong beliefs and was able to empathise with others, respecting their right to choose 
and not judging or condemning them for different views. Dorothy offered compassion and 
companionship, particularly when others were experiencing difficult times in their lives. She gave 
help more easily than she accepted it. 

 
She was strong and independent, enjoying good health almost to the end. Dorothy lived a full and 
rich life, and the evidence of her loving presence in the life of many Friends was abundantly evident 
in the messages which were read to her in her final days. She died peacefully, overlooking the 
greenery of Mollymook she had grown to love in recent years, moving gradually and easily towards 
the end of her physical life on earth. 

 
We give thanks for the Grace of God in the life of our Friend, Dorothy Johanna Benyei 

 
 
 
 
Minute of Record 
A Meeting to give thanks for the Grace of God in the life of Dorothy Benyei was held on Saturday February 
26, at 2.30 p.m. at the Hungarian Church, 121 St Georges Road, Fitzroy, with which Dorothy and Laszlo 
were associated for many years. Judy Still read the testimony to the Grace of God in the life of Dorothy 
Benyei. Victoria Regional Meeting, Meeting for Worship for Business, 2 April 2022, Minute 3.2. 

 
 
 

Minute of Record 
A memorial meeting to give thanks for the Grace of God in the life of Dorothy Benyei will be held on 
Saturday February 26, at 2.30 p.m. at the Hungarian Church, 121 St Georges Road, Fitzroy, with which 
Dorothy and Laszlo were associated for many years. This meeting will be held in the manner of Friends, 
as was Dorothy's wish. No flowers by request. Victoria Regional Meeting, Meeting for Worship for 
Business, 6 February 2022, Minute 3.2. 

 
 
 

Notice. 
Jonathan Benyei has written to let us know that “Dorothy (Benyei) took her last breath on this earth this 
afternoon, peacefully and so completely supported in love by Quakers. Dorothy’s family here and 
overseas have also palpably felt the Light that has been shared so generously. When borders reopen, 
we look forward to celebrating Dorothy’s full life, with much joy. In the meantime, Dorothy asked us not 
to be sad but to pass on the extraordinary love that she felt she received every day." 
Jonathon has also expressed their appreciation of the many messages of support that Friends have 
sent. Please hold Jonathan and Christine, Jamie and his family and Dorothy's two sisters in the Light. 
In Friendship, Bruce and Tessa (VRM Co-Clerks), Victoria Regional Meeting e-Notice, 26 September 
2021. 


