
AS OF 10.5.22 
REGIONAL MEETING RESPONSES TO DOCUMENTS IN ADVANCE 2022--PART Bs 

 
Children & JYF Committee Report 
PART B: ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 
We don’t have clear recommendations at this point in time. Our committee is in a period of 
transition, and we hope that our questions and recommendations will be clearer by the time 
we hold our preparatory session at YM22 in May 2022. 

1. Our biggest consideration is, in this time where we are not-yet-able to organise 
national in-person gatherings, how can we support young people and families?  

2. Is there a place for a national committee at this stage?  
3. How else could we be organised to support the spiritual growth and wellbeing of our 

young people?  
4. How do we keep working to ensure this work is aligned with the Child Protection 

Work? 
5. We want to be responsive to the needs of meetings, but are not always sure what these 

are. Would the CJYF Committee and coordinators be more effective if it was morphed 
into a ‘Quaker Families and young people’ position, that worked to support local 
meetings to engage families and young people and was more closely aligned with the 
Yearly Meeting Office, rather than in its current structure? 

 
RM RESPONSES: 
 
CRQ: Responses based on conversation between Craig Applegate (Convenor, Children’s 
Committee), Susan Rockliff (Clerk) and Lorraine Thomson ( member of Ministry Committee). 
The purpose of the meeting, suggested by Ministry Committee, was to gain an understanding of 
Craig’s reactions to the questions posed in Part B of the AYM Children and JYF Committee 
Report to YM22. 
 
1. COVID has created a completely different scenario.  Craig (suggests that zoom meetings are 
not popular with children- they have had so much of them during lockdowns. He also 
considers that children and their families have got used to not coming in person, and that a 
conscious ‘reset’ with plenty of lead up time may help  
to change from a culture of not going back to going in person. Having a national date when we 
try to get back together, and re-establish the habit, could be helpful. Questions1, 2, 3 and 5 are 
related. 
2 & 3. It would be helpful to get regular emails from the coordinator or Committee.  A national 
children’s newsletter would be helpful.  Direct communication to the regional meetings/ the 
children’s committees in regional meetings would be helpful and may contain ideas and 
resources to assist Children’s Committees in the regions.  
4 & 5. The idea of a focus on Quaker Families and Young People is a good one. In order for 
children to come, the parents have to be enthusiastic about it.  We don’t directly reach the 
children anyway in the publicity- it is done through the parents. The focus on families would 
be helpful.  If there is no program for the children, the parents can’t really attend Meeting for 
Worship.  How could an in-person thing be organized?  The first thing would be to set a date, 
perhaps sometime in July, with plenty of lead time.  Awareness could be raised through the YM 
Newsletter.  Perhaps in Canberra, we could have a family get together at the Meeting House 
during Yearly Meeting, 22 utilising the plans which the Children and JYFs Coordinator has 
developed. 
 
 



NSWRM: We encourage Friends to attend the Preparatory Session. 
 
QRM: We refer the four questions presented by the Children and JYF Committee to our 
Children’s Committee.  These will be considered, and a response will be brought to the next 
Meeting for Business on the 5th of June, in preparation for Yearly Meeting.   
 
SANTRM: SANTRM appreciates the concerns shared by the Children and JYF 
committee, and understands the difficulty of organising in this pandemic 
period. We look forward to the preparatory session and agree that linking the 
coordinator’s work more closely with the AYM office (in a way that does not 
add to the work of the AYM Secretary) would be helpful. We acknowledge 
that communication between RMs and YM Committees and positions can be 
challenging, but is critical to the functioning of these roles. 
 
TRM: Tasmania Regional Meeting expressed in principle support for the desire by Children and 
Junior Young Friends to hold in-person gatherings. We ask that Sofia Jones be invited to 
address the next MfWfB on issues related to children and JYFs. 
 
VRM: We would value further exploring the issues raised in part B in the preparatory session. 
We encourage a re-evaluation of the committee after this difficult period.  
We have valued the ways in which the coordinators have worked with families. We look forward 
to being able to meet for face to face events again, especially for families.  
 
 
WARM: We have no WARM representatives to the Children and Junior Young Friends 
Committee, nor does WARM have any children or JYF who attend our meeting regularly, so we 
feel that these issues are best explored by those who are dealing directly with these matters.  
We hope that WARM Friends will attend the preparatory session to hear more.  
 


