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Session Report: 
A period of silence started the session at approximately 4 p.m., 15 May 2022. 
 
The questions asked of Friends: 

1. Would Young Friends be willing to look at the Young People’s pamphlet. 
2. Would Friends forward suggestions for any pamphlets that need updating 
and/or subjects that could be considered for new pamphlets. 
3. We invite feedback on the use of Creative Commons for AYM publications. 
4. Are Friends happy for Silver Wattle Quaker Centre to illustrate Australian 
Advices and Queries and to sell these to raise funds for SWQC? 

 
At the beginning of the session, the co-convener noted: 

a) We note that there are no Young Friends present at this session. 
b) Jenny Stock would be most interested to hear of any pamphlets that need 
updating. 
c) The Backhouse Lecture Committee have discussed the issue of Creative 
Commons licencing, as has Jennifer Burrell. 
d) The need to discuss the issue of Silver Wattle using the text of Australian 
Advices and Queries. 

 
Margaret Bywater summarised the Committee’s report in DiA and read out the four 
questions. 
 
2. Pamphlets that need updating: 

• Newer Rainbow Friends might want to create a new pamphlet on gender and 
identity. Vidya suggested taking this issue to the monthly Rainbow Meeting. That was 
agreed to be a good idea and the Rainbow Friends will contact Jenny Stock. 

 
• We need to update the Meeting for Worship for Business pamphlet, given the 

learnings from Covid re hybrid and Zoom Meetings. 
 
3. Creative Commons licencing:  
Creative Commons licencing began with print, but now covers data, maps etc. An applicant 
must be the owner of the particular work to be licenced. 
 
Margaret Bywater presented an explanation of Creative Commons licensing for AYM 
Publications Committee AYM Explanatory session, 15 May, 2022. 
 
Creative Commons (CC) is a non- profit organisation 

• CC aims to make it easier to share, reuse, repurpose and remix creative 
material 
• An applicant (an individual or an organization) applying for a CC License 
must be the owner of the particular work to be licensed 



• CC provides 6 different licenses that let creators give permission in advance 
for certain uses of the material 
• In deciding which license is appropriate for a particular work or works the 
questions to ask are:  

o Should this work be available for commercial or non-commercial 
use? 
o Should the work to be licensed be able to be used freely without 
acknowledgement of the original authors? 

 
It is important to understand that a Creative Commons License is irrevocable so decisions 
need to be made with care.  
 
A flow chart is available that would enable the Publications Committee to choose whether a 
Creative Commons (CC) licence is appropriate at all, and, if it is appropriate, which type of 
CC licence is appropriate. 
 
The Silver Wattle request wouldn’t be an appropriate candidate for a CC licence because 
they would like to illustrate the Advices and Queries with their own illustrations. Therefore, 
would be two ‘owners’ of the material within the publication. AYM for the text and Silver 
Wattle for the illustrations. 
 
Discussion on Copyright and Creative Commons Licenses: 
Copyright means we own it and people can’t reproduce it without permission. If you create 
a work in Australia, it is automatically copyright. CAL is a commercial organisation*. You 
pay them to check whether your work is being used without authority. If that is the case, 
they fine the perpetrators and the creators get some of the money. 
 
* It is a not-for-profit agency responsible to “the Commonwealth Minister for 
Communications and the Arts under our appointments to manage the ‘statutory’ licences for 
education and government, and the artists’ resale royalty scheme.” 
(https://www.copyright.com.au/about-us/what-we-do /) 
 
What does AYM want to do about all the different resources that we have online?  
As a religious organisation, our priority should be about sharing, not making money out of 
our resources. CC is about having control in a number of ways. We have beautiful pictures 
and text, we could allow people to use it for non-commercial purposes, not change it, and 
attribute it. CC allows us to be seen as generous. This issue is about control and/or sharing. 
CC provides flexibility between these two issues; copyright doesn’t allow this flexibility. 
 
The Backhouse Lecture (BL) Committee also says that Creative Commons licencing is a more 
Quakerly way of controlling the distribution of material. 
 
Once an application has been made and a CC licence has been granted, a logo is placed on 
the item. It indicates which category of licence has been granted and what the conditions of 
the licence are for that particular item. Publications Committee could draft general 
guidelines and send these guidelines to all AYM committees and RMs. 
 
4. Re Silver Wattle Quaker Centre using the text of the AYM Advices and Queries 
The query about Silver Wattle illustrating the Advices and Queries is in Documents in 
Advance for Regional Meetings to discern. Responses from all RMs have been supportive, so 
this does not need to come to a Formal Session for decision. 
 
Silver Wattle is flexible in regard to the copyright elements of their proposal. The original 
concept was that Silver Wattle (SW) would sell copies of the illustrated Advices and Queries 



to fund the SW centre, but if that is not possible, that is okay. 
 
Silver Wattle QC was advised to enquire of Interactive Publications (IP) for selling AYM 
publications. 
SWQC will wait until after YM so as not to burden Jacque. 
 
Australian Quaker Style Sheet and Style Guide 
The Publications Committee have developed a Style Sheet and Style Guide but there has 
been a lack of enthusiasm for it so far. The BL Committee said they didn’t need one because 
they get the BL edited.  
  
But editors want style sheets/guides where an organisation uses specialist terms and jargon. If 
anybody wants these, please contact the Publications Committee. These aid the readers’ 
comprehension. 
 
Re Young Friends (YFs) and their input to the YF pamphlet: If YFs don’t want to take it on, 
maybe Junior Young Friends might want to take it on? 
 
Re: Handbook updates: The Handbook Committee is Wies Schuiringa, Julie Walpole and 
Michael Corbett. The AYM Nominations Committee have been asked to bring two more 
names. The Handbook Committee hasn’t yet looked at Chapter 6 at all. 
Session ended: 4.57p.m after a period of silence.  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Were any Items for Consideration RESOLVED in this Preparatory Session, and if so, you 
will NOT be bringing to Yearly Meeting 2022 for consideration? 
 
All ITEMS resolved. 
 
 
What are the Items that remain UNRESOLVED that you WILL be bringing to Yearly 
Meeting 2022 for consideration? 
 
None. 

 


