
Selmes, Marka Bonnici  30 December 1974 - 24 July 2021

Testimony to the Grace of God in the Life of Marka Selmes (née Naulty)
Marka Bonnici Naulty was born on 30/12/1974 in Wagga Wagga, NSW, the second of four children 
born to Mardi and Reg Naulty. Their family joined Quakers in Wagga, Wagga in 1980, when Marka 
was six years old. Marka was introduced to Quaker principles throughout early childhood.

Marka finished her High School Certificate 1991 In Wagga Wagga, NSW. Marka took a gap year 
and worked at a boarding school in Dorset, England. She travelled in Europe during the holidays, 
including a stay with family friends in Paris. They remember her enthusiasm and love of life.

Upon her return to Australia, she worked at Australian National Botanic Garden Bookshop for 2-3 
years while studying at Australian National University while completing her Bachelor of Science 
degree. Her workmates claimed her as a perfect employee - helpful, knowledgeable, reliable and 
with the most welcoming  smile.

Marka married Brian Selmes in 2001 and enjoyed the blessings of their 3 children, Lucy (2005), 
Joel (2006) and Laura (2010).

Marka loved learning and followed her Science degree with a Bachelor of Primary Education at 
University Canberra in 2000. She taught in Cooma during the time the family was living there and 
later when the family came to Canberra, she taught at Hawker Primary. During this time, she 
completed a Graduate Diploma in Early Childhood Education (only 5 years ago - 2016).

Marka’s Quaker involvement was admirable. Marka was a member of the Canberra Children’s 
Committee between 2015 and 2019 and imparted ideas and sessions of benefit to the children. 
She treated the children of the Meeting with serious respect and was able to bring out the best in 
those young people she dealt with.

It was clearly apparent that Marka had high standards of behaviour She presented the children in 
her care with challenging and thoughtful topics. She knew the importance of listening to them and 
had well-planned creative activities for them to channel their thoughts and responses.

Those who had the honour of working and observing her in that capacity, have said it was 
inspirational to observe her leadership and creativity as she guided the youngsters in her charge. 
“Marka was a refreshingly direct woman, who was ready to say what needed to be said but would 
always do it with warmth. Her three kids always felt secure in her generous and ready love for 
them.” She enjoyed being physically active and was always ready to work in whatever needed to 
be done, especially on Quaker camps at places like Silver Wattle.

Marka’s Quaker involvement at Silver Wattle was a boost to that community. She took part in 
family gatherings, drew people together through welcoming and encouraging creative activities. 
She valued family life highly and enjoyed working towards it. Sharing food together was important 
to her. She took part in the Garden Weeks, even if just for one day. She would turn up with her 
children and their cousins and friends and helped to get them all doing worthwhile work. Her 
enthusiasm and knowledge about growing food was infectious. This was one of many ways her 
deep spiritual faith spoke through her life.

Marka was a person of deep convictions and intellectual honesty. She loved the peace of the 
Quaker Meeting, and wanted her children to develop an inner life. She believed in an afterlife in 
which she would be welcomed by the spirit of much-loved grandparents. She was intrigued by 
descriptions of time looping, and simultaneous parallel lives. She believed that each person 
illustrates an aspect of God, and later when she became so sick from her cancer (which she dealt 
with for the last 10 years of her life), she came to feel that visits from friends were the presence of 
God.



Marka’s connection to her garden helped her look forward, despite her increasingly poor health. 
She found joy in growing food for her family. The vegetable beds Brian built on the sunny side of 
the house supply the extended family with fruit, vegetables and herbs with an abundance of 
produce which was shared with many including quantities of plums and peaches which she made 
into desserts, jams she shared with her friends.

She accepted her own illness without complaining, and used the time she had preparing her family 
to continue without her, teaching them to cook, be kind to each other and be reflective in their 
choice of friends and activities.

Her enthusiasm and love of life was infectious to those around her. She truly enjoyed being in the 
bush and in her garden. She loved to read. She followed current affairs and was an activist for the 
environment as well as supported causes important to her while raising her family.

She was angry at society’s treatment of women, and the double burden of work and domestic 
labour carried by women. Yet, along with her will power, positive thinking, wisdom and intelligence 
she had a great sense of humour and valued the importance of forgiveness and love.

Marka never stopped learning, nor did she stop teaching - even out of the classroom. Her passion 
for correct grammar and punctuation, daily exercise, encouragement to everyone to look after their 
physical and mental health had a big influence on her friends and family. She was a good listener, 
encourager and was well known and well-loved for her feedback.

One of Marka’s strongest support networks was the group of friends from her immediate 
neighbourhood. They met for shared meals and supported each other through joys and sadness. 
These special friends would accompany her to radiotherapy and chemotherapy treatments which 
helped her maintain her equilibrium throughout the last difficult months. She was a good and loyal 
friend who always had time for them.

So many people mentioned that it was Marka’s smile and her very direct way of looking at them 
that were indications that she was truly listening and ‘paying attention’ to YOU. Said some friends: 
“It felt like she could read your Soul as you were being held in the Light.” “Her radiance was like a 
touchstone of joy anytime we met.”

What a Spirit of love that glowed for all around her!

We give thanks to the Grace of God in the life of Marka Bonnici Selmes.

Minute of Record.

We hear the Testimony to the Grace of God in the life of Marka Selmes, read by Roberta
Turner.
We give thanks for the Grace of God in the life of Marka Selmes.
We thank the group who worked together on the Testimony, Wilma Davidson, Roberta
Turner, Felicity Rose, Mardi Naulty and Raina Emerson, with contributions from many
others. We appreciate that it picked up the essence of Marka’s life as we experienced her.
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We acknowledge the presence of Marka’s parents, Reg Naulty and Mardi Naulty in our
meeting today.
We gratefully accept the Testimony and agree that it will be sent by the Clerk to the
AYM Secretary for Inclusion in the Dictionary of Australian Quaker Biography.
We agree that the Clerk will send a letter with a copy of the testimony to Marka’s
family-Brian Selmes, Lucy Selmes, Joel Selmes and Laura Selmes.



Canberra and Region Quakers, Meeting for Worship for Business, 7 November 2021, Minute 1.1. 

Minute of Record

We record with sadness the death on Saturday 24 July of Marka Selmes, Attender in our
Region over a 40 year period. We hold her children Lucy, Joel, Laura and husband Brian,
her parents Mardi and Reg Naulty, and her sisters Raina Emerson, Alexi O’Dea and
brother Tom Naulty and their families in the Light. We acknowledge that the Naulty family
was instrumental in founding and continuing what is now the Recognised Meeting in
Wagga Wagga.

We hear that a private funeral was held in the manner of Friends on Wednesday 28 July
and a celebration of Marka’s life is planned by her family on Saturday 7 August 2021.

We ask the Pastoral Care and Oversight Committee to nominate two Friends to
prepare a Testimony to the Grace of God in the life of Marka Selmes.
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