
4.6.4 Testimonies to the Grace of God 

Existing text 4.6.4 Proposed revision, in red HRC comments 
 
Guidelines: A testimony is not an 
obituary or eulogy. It should 
make the Friend come alive, 
showing failings as well as 
successes. The testimony should 
show the underlying qualities in 
the Friend’s life ... We need to 
have records of Friends whose 
lives witnessed to the love of 
God. They are sources of 
inspiration. (Bowman, B., ‘The 
grace of God’, The Friend, 
19.10.2001)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meetings write a Minute of 
Record upon the death of a 

 
Guidelines: A [T]estimony is not 
an obituary or eulogy. It should 
make the Friend come alive, 
showing failings as well as 
successes. The [T]estimony 
should show the underlying 
qualities in the Friend’s life. We 
need to have records of Friends 
whose lives witnessed to the love 
of God. The [Testimonies] are 
sources of inspiration. (Bowman, 
B., ‘The grace of God’, The 
Friend, 19.10.2001)  

Guideline: [Our Society] [or our 
practices??]  would be an empty 
shell without the living 
expression of our faith provided 
by generations of individual 
Friends. Our custom of writing 
testimonies to the grace of God 
as shown in the lives of Friends 
provides us with a wealth of 
material showing ordinary 
Friends living out their faith from 
day to day. These testimonies 
show us that, whatever our 
circumstances, God can be 
present with us, and they 
encourage us each to be faithful 
to our own calling. 

…  

The life of our Society is made up 
of the lives of its members. The 
faithfulness of our Society 
consists in the faithfulness of 
each and all of us. And none of 
us can expect ‘the Society’ to be 
more faithful, more committed, 
more loving, than we ourselves 
are prepared to be. (Introduction 
to Chapter 18 of Quaker faith 
and practice online. Britain 
Yearly Meeting, 2022.)  

 

The handbook revision 
committee feels that this 
quotation is not a good 
reflection and 
puts the deceased Friend 
too much on a pedestal, “a 
source of inspiration”. 
Most of us are just regular 
people with high 
ambitions. Few are saints 
whose lives “witnessed to 
the love of God”.  
 
The quote is also not given 
in appropriate context. 
 
Since submitting the 
recommended text to 
Documents in Advance 
YM22, the committee has 
found and recommends a 
new guideline (in blue 
italics) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Member, or regular Attender, 
who has been closely associated 
with their Meeting. The minute 
may be brief and factual, or 
extended. It is a response from 
the Meeting to the spiritual 
value of the life lived.  
 
The Regional Meeting then 
discerns whether or not to 
appoint Friends to write a 
‘Testimony to the Grace of God’ 
in the life of the deceased 
Friend. Regional Meetings are 
careful who they appoint to this 
service, in view of the fact that 
there will need to be 
consultations with various family 
members.  
 
The preparation of a testimony 
is a collaborative effort. When 
consulting, the writers of the 
testimony need to make it clear 
to family and others that the 
resulting testimony will be 
publicly accessible and on our 
website.  
 
Those providing information 
have the right to see a copy of 
the completed testimony before 
the writers present it to the 
Regional Meeting and to request 
a restriction on access to the 
information they have provided.  
 
The completed testimony is 
brought to a Regional Meeting 
for acceptance or modification. 
When finalised, testimonies are 
sent to the AYM Secretary for 
inclusion in the Dictionary of 
Australian Quaker Biographies 
(see 5.5.3). This is useful for 
historical researchers.  
 
 
 
What a testimony covers. 

Meetings write a Minute of 
Record upon the death of a 
Member, or regular Attender, 
who has been closely associated 
with their Meeting. The Minute 
may be brief and factual and is a 
record of the death of the 
Friend.  
 
 
The Regional Meeting then 
discerns whether or not to 
appoint Friends to write a 
‘Testimony to the Grace of God’ 
in the life of the deceased 
Friend. Regional Meetings are 
careful who they appoint to this 
service as there may need to be 
consultations with family 
members or others.  
 
 
A Testimony is the Meeting’s 
response to the spiritual life of 
the Friend who has died, often 
expressed as the ‘Grace of God’ 
in that life. It covers such things 
as: their background, leadings, 
Concerns, struggles and 
expressions of their spiritual life. 
A testimony is succinct - it is 
neither a chronology nor a 
eulogy.  It requires reflection by 
the writers to summarise the 
available information.  
 
When Friends are asked to write 
a Testimony, they might begin 
with a factual biography. The 
Friend may have provided such 
information to be safely stored 
by their Meeting. (AYM Advices 
and Queries 31 and 32). This 
could be added to the entry for 
that Friend in the Dictionary of 
Australian Quaker biography 
(5.5.3) together with other 
information relevant to the life 
of the Friend (e.g. an obituary, 
Curriculum Vitae, mention of 
writings and publications, a 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An addition to avoid a 
lengthy testimony and 
clarify what the Dictionary 
can include. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The testimony covers aspects of 
the Friend’s life that reveal the 
workings of the Spirit in the 
world, as an inspiration to 
others. Testimonies focus on 
‘that of God’ in the life now 
ended, the evidence of their 
spiritual life. It is neither a 
chronology nor a eulogy.  
 
 
 
When Friends are asked to write 
a testimony, these points may 
be helpful inclusions:  
• date and place of birth of birth 
and death  
• occupation, marriage, children  
• date of Membership of the 
Religious Society of Friends, or 
length of time in the life of the 
Meeting  
• roles in the Religious Society of 
Friends (though care should be 
taken not to list these to the 
detriment of more relevant 
material in relation to how their 
life revealed the grace of God)  
 
• Concerns.  

photo). This could be useful to 
historical researchers.  
 
The Testimony may include:  
• date and place of birth and 
death  
• occupation, marriage, children  
• date of Membership of the 
Religious Society of Friends, or 
length of time in the life of the 
Meeting  
• roles and participation in the 
life of the Society of Friends and 
in the wider community (though 
care should be taken not to list 
these to the detriment of more 
relevant material in relation to 
how their life revealed the grace 
of God) 
• Concerns and passions 
 
All of these may show how the 
Friend’s life revealed their 
spiritual journey or the Grace of 
God.  
 
Those providing information for 
a Testimony are offered a copy 
of the completed Testimony 
before the writers present it to 
the RM and may request a 
restriction on access to the 
information they have 
provided.   
The completed Testimony is 
brought to a Regional Meeting 
for acceptance or modification. 
When finalised, Testimonies, 
and supplementary information 
are offered for inclusion in the 
Dictionary of Australian Quaker 
Biography [DAQB] (see 5.5.3).  
 
Shortened Testimonies to the 
life of some Friends are heard at 
Yearly Meeting.  
 
Further information about 
Testimonies may be found on 
the AYM website under 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Not all Friends have taken 
up specific roles or 
responsibilities but can still 
have a testimony written 
for them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have been asked to 
consider reinstating the 
bracketed section in the 
first column. 
 
 



administrative resources for 
Regional Meetings.  
 
 

 


