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Comment [A1]: DiA: We recommend 
that after approval of the YM19 draft by 
YM, this become the 7th edition of the 
Handbook. 
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[Cover verso] 
Logo 
The image adopted as the logo for Quakers in Australia represents the Aurora Australis, a 
natural phenomenon of the southern hemisphere associated with Antarctica, a fragile and 
magnificent part of the planet.  
 
Australian Quakers consider the Aurora Australis an appropriate logo because of its 
association with  

 Pure light, the centrality of the Light for Quakers  

 Beauty, a quality that many associate with God or the Spirit within  

 Nature, a permanent reminder of everyone’s responsibility to care for the world  

 The colour blue, used by the United Nations  

 The ephemeral and intangible, a reminder that language is inadequate to describe 
God, the truth or the Spirit within.  

 
Take heed, dear Friends, to the promptings of love and truth in your hearts. Seek to 
live in affection as true Friends in your Meetings, in your families, in all your dealings 
with others, and in your relationship with outward society. The power of God is not 
used to compel us to Truth; therefore, let us renounce for ourselves the power of 
any person over any other and, compelling no-one, seek to lead others to Truth 
through love. Let us teach by being ourselves teachable.  
(A paraphrase of epistles from the Yearly Meetings of Pennsylvania and the Jerseys 
held in 1694 and 1695.) 
 

Edition statement: 
 
Current 
ISBN 978-0-9803258-8-1 Handbook of Quaker Practice and Procedure in Australia (6th edition) © 
2011 Australia Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) Inc. PO Box 556, Kenmore, 
Queensland 4069 First published 1967 Subsequent editions published 1983, 1985, 1993, 1995, 2005 
Cover design by Design Edge, Canberra and Neville Ross Design by Neville Ross Online version Meryl 
Moscrop & Julie Walpole s set in Times New Roman & Arial fonts. 

 
Revised  
ISBN 978-0-9803258-8-1 
Handbook of Quaker Practice and Procedure in Australia (7th edition) © 2019 
Australia Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) Inc.  
119 Devonshire Street Surry Hills NSW 2010 
First published 1967 Subsequent editions published 1983, 1985, 1993, 1995, 2005, 
2011  
Cover design by Design Edge, Canberra, and Neville Ross. Design and typesetting by 
Neville Ross. This edition prepared by the Handbook Revision Committee 2016-19. 
Online version AYM Secretary. Set in Calibri font. 
Errors or omissions should be reported to the Handbook Revision Committee. 

 
  

Comment [A2]: DiA: We ask if, as an 
online publication, if we still need a cover 
image and edition statement. 
We believe an edition and date may be 
useful when comparing versions, but 
request the discernment of Friends. 
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‘Preamble’ 
Current text is in the right-hand column, draft revised text is in the left-hand column. 

Revised text Original text 

Quakers in Australia acknowledge that 
we live and worship on the lands of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples, country which gives them 
physical and spiritual identity and is 
filled with the spirit presence of their 
ancestors. 
 
We acknowledge: 
 

 The sovereignty of Australia’s First 
Peoples over the land we inhabit 

 That the land was taken 
from them at devastating 
cost, with no just resolution 

 That this trauma is ongoing 
and diminishes us all 

 That our testimonies call us 
to be in right relationship 
with all peoples, the land and 
our environment. 

 
Therefore, we seek in our daily lives: 
 

 To educate ourselves about 
the true history and present 
reality of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples, and 
uphold their right to self-
determination 

 To acknowledge within 
ourselves, and bring into the 
light, that which contributes to 
the debilitating effects of 
racism, insensitivity, lack of 
awareness and 
misrepresentation 

 To work towards justice and peace, 
and healing for us all. 

 
 (FNPC Committee 2017) 

Quakers in Australia acknowledge that we 

live and worship on the lands of Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander peoples, country 

which gives them physical and spiritual 

identity and is filled with the spirit presence 

of their ancestors. 

We acknowledge: 

 

the sovereignty of Australia’s First Peoples over 

the land we inhabit; 

that the land was taken from them at 

devastating cost, with no just 

resolution; that this trauma is ongoing 

and diminishes us all; 

that our testimonies call us to be in right 

relationship with all peoples, the land 

and our environment. 

 

Therefore, we seek in our daily lives: 

 

to educate ourselves about the true history 
and present reality of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander peoples, and uphold 

their right to self-determination; 
to acknowledge within ourselves, and bring 

into the light, that which contributes to the 

debilitating effects of racism, insensitivity, 
lack of awareness and misrepresentation; 

to work towards justice and peace, and healing 

for us all. 

 

 
  

Comment [A3]: DiA: this text was 
previously approved by YM and is not 
under consideration for changes.  The only 
consideration is its relocation to the very 
beginning of the Handbook. 
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Contents 
Current Table of Contents: Supplements 

SUPPLEMENTS 
The following supplements to the Handbook are to be found on the Society’s website 
www.quakersaustralia.info  
RULES of the RELIGIOUS SOCIETY of FRIENDS (QUAKERS) in AUSTRALIA INCORPORATED (1.1.0) 
TRANSFER of MEMBERSHIP between Meetings (3.11.0)  
AYM SECRETARY’S DUTIES (5.2.3) 
PROCEDURES of the BACKHOUSE LECTURE COMMITTEE (5.3.5)  
GOVERNANCE of THE FRIENDS’ SCHOOL (5.4.2) 

 

Revised Contents 
[Includes Appendices and Index. The table of contents for chapters and sections and for the 
index can both be automatically generated in MS Word after YM approval.] 
Appendices 
A. Rules of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) in Australia Incorporated as revised 

2002.  
This is currently accessed at https://www.quakersaustralia.info/sites/aym-
members/files/pages/files/AYM%20Rules%20of%20the%20Society_0.pdf  
Changes to the text are not within the remit of the Handbook Revision Committee. 
 

B. Style Guide and Glossary.  
This is attached as if it were a separate chapter.  

 
C. Flowchart of Handbook approvals. 

This is currently accessed at https://www.quakersaustralia.info/publications-
0/handbook-practice-and-procedure 
It was approved at YM17 and also, after a minor change, at YM18. 
 

D. Transfer and Acceptance of Membership (form). 
This is currently accessed at https://www.quakersaustralia.info/publications-
0/handbook-practice-and-procedure  
Changes to the text are not within the remit of the Handbook Revision Committee. 
 

E. Declaration of an Intention to Celebrate a Marriage or Committed Relationship (form). 
This is currently accessed at https://www.quakersaustralia.info/publications-
0/handbook-practice-and-procedure  
Changes to the text are not within the remit of the Handbook Revision Committee. 
 

F. Typical Quaker Certificate of Marriage or Commitment (form). 
This is currently accessed at https://www.quakersaustralia.info/publications-
0/handbook-practice-and-procedure  
Changes to the text are not within the remit of the Handbook Revision Committee. 
 

G. AYM Secretary’s Duties. 
This is currently accessed at https://www.quakersaustralia.info/publications-
0/handbook-practice-and-procedure  
Changes to the text are not within the remit of the Handbook Revision Committee 

Comment [A4]: DiA: For noting: this list 
does not reflect what is actually on the 
website as a Supplement. 

Comment [A5]: DiA: We recommend 
that the 7th edition of the Handbook 
should be professionally set with 
appropriate layout and style conventions, 
including Contents, after YM approval. 

Comment [A6]: DiA: We recommend 
removing all Supplements and retitling 
them ‘Appendices’. 

1.It is a legal requirement that we 
retain our Rules of Incorporation. 
2.The style guide and glossary has been 
extensively revised. This is not part of 
the Handbook as such, but a guide for 
the Committee. It is included as an 
Appendix for transparency. 
3.The flowchart of Handbook approvals 
was approved at YM17 and YM18. 
4.We do not recommend changes to 
the forms, or to the AYM Secretary’s 
duties, as we do not feel these are 
within the remit of the HRC. 
5.We agree to the request by The 
Friends’ School to delete the former 
Supplement 1. 
6.We recommend that the Backhouse 
Lecture Procedures be moved to the 
Backhouse Lecture Committee 
webpage. 

Comment [A7]: DiA: Should this 
remain a separate document? Or should 
all Appendices be part of the Handbook 
itself? 

https://www.quakersaustralia.info/
https://www.quakersaustralia.info/sites/aym-members/files/pages/files/AYM%20Rules%20of%20the%20Society_0.pdf
https://www.quakersaustralia.info/sites/aym-members/files/pages/files/AYM%20Rules%20of%20the%20Society_0.pdf
https://www.quakersaustralia.info/publications-0/handbook-practice-and-procedure
https://www.quakersaustralia.info/publications-0/handbook-practice-and-procedure
https://www.quakersaustralia.info/sites/aym-members/files/pages/files/Transfer%20of%20Membership.docx
https://www.quakersaustralia.info/publications-0/handbook-practice-and-procedure
https://www.quakersaustralia.info/publications-0/handbook-practice-and-procedure
https://www.quakersaustralia.info/sites/aym-members/files/pages/files/Declaration%20of%20an%20Intention%20to%20Celebrate%20a%20Marriage%20or%20Committed%20Relationship.pdf
https://www.quakersaustralia.info/publications-0/handbook-practice-and-procedure
https://www.quakersaustralia.info/publications-0/handbook-practice-and-procedure
https://www.quakersaustralia.info/sites/aym-members/files/pages/files/Typical%20Quaker%20Certificate%20of%20Marriage%20or%20Commitment.pdf
https://www.quakersaustralia.info/publications-0/handbook-practice-and-procedure
https://www.quakersaustralia.info/publications-0/handbook-practice-and-procedure
https://www.quakersaustralia.info/publications-0/handbook-practice-and-procedure
https://www.quakersaustralia.info/publications-0/handbook-practice-and-procedure
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Table 1, Acronyms used throughout the Handbook 

Acronym Full 

AYM Australia Yearly Meeting (the organisation) 

JYF Junior Young Friend (aged 12-17) 

YF Young Friend (aged 18 – around 30) 

YM Yearly Meeting (the event; the annual national gathering) 
 
Please note: 
All cross references, email addresses, web links to be checked prior to publication. 
Revised text is on the left, original text in the right-hand column.  
 

Revised text Current text 

Preface 
Guidelines: Dearly beloved Friends, these 
things we do not lay upon you as a rule 
or form to walk by; but that all, with the 
measure of light which is pure and holy, 
may be guided; and so in the light 
walking and abiding, these may be 
fulfilled in the Spirit, not from the letter, 
for the letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth 
life.  
(Postscript to an epistle to ‘the brethren 
in the north’ issued by a meeting of 
elders at Balby, 1656) 

 

 

The latest version of the Handbook is online on 
the website 
https://www.quakersaustralia.info/publications-
0/handbook-practice-and-procedure 
 
The online Handbook is the authoritative 
version. It is accessible both in interactive and 
PDF formats. The PDF may be printed at will. 
The Handbook is available for anyone to read. 
 
The Handbook can only be amended after 
Yearly Meeting discernment, i.e. after a YM 
Minute. The AYM Secretary is responsible for 
ensuring the online Handbook is updated in 
both formats as soon as reasonably possible 
after YM each year. The update date (e.g. 
‘Updated from YM18’) is stated both within the 
Handbook and on the Handbook’s website 
location. 
 

 

Purpose Purpose 

https://www.quakersaustralia.info/publications-0/handbook-practice-and-procedure
https://www.quakersaustralia.info/publications-0/handbook-practice-and-procedure
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Revised text Current text 

 

This Handbook is intended primarily for the 
guidance of Members and Attenders of the 
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) in 
Australia, although it may be of interest to 
others also. 
 
We emphasise the word ‘guidance’. The 
Handbook describes our various current Spirit-
led procedures and practices which have 
developed over time. The Handbook is a living 
document, as our faith is a living faith. Before 
implementing innovative practices, Friends are 
advised to discern that they are in accordance 
with our spiritual underpinnings. 
 
Our Handbook is a necessary resource for 
anyone appointed to office within the 
Society, as well as for any Friend. 
 
It provides information about the conduct of 
worship, decision-making, the nature of 
membership of the Society, life milestones as 
marked within the Society, the relationship 
between the Society and other 
organisations, and much more.  
 
The Handbook complements other publications 
such as this we can say: Australian Quaker life, 
faith and thought (2003) and Advices and 
Queries (2008) INSERT HYPERLINK, the aims of 
which are to explain the faith that leads to the 
practice and procedures described here. 
 

This handbook is intended primarily for 

the guidance of Members and Attenders of 

the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 

in Australia, although it may be of interest 

to others also. It provides information 

about the conduct of worship, decision-
making, the nature of membership of the 

Society, the relationship between the 

Society and other organisations, marriage, 

finance, and so on. It is a necessary 

resource for anyone appointed to office 

within the Society. 

 

The handbook complements another 

publication of the Society, this we can say: 

Australian Quaker life, faith and thought 

(2003), the aim of which is to explain the 

faith that leads to the practice and procedures 

described here. The two books together form 

the Australian equivalent of the single volume 

entitled Quaker Faith & Practice, published 

by Britain Yearly Meeting in 1995 and 

subsequently revised. 

Outline of content Layout 
 

Our beliefs, worship and decision making 
processes are central to the Society and are 
described in Chapter 1. 
 
Chapter 2 describes our Worship Meetings and 
Regional Meetings. All Worship Meetings are 
part of a Regional Meeting and all Regional 
Meetings are part Australia Yearly Meeting, the 
national body. 
 

The book starts with an outline of the 

history and principles on which the present 

Religious Society of Friends in Australia is 
based (Chapter 1.) Next, attention is given 

to the workings of the various kinds of 

Worship Meetings (2.2.0), the smallest 
being Worshipping Groups, the largest 

Local Meetings (2.3.0), with Recognised 

Meetings (2.2.2) being of intermediate 

size. Quakers generally belong to a 

Worship Meeting of one of those three 

kinds. All Worship Meetings report to a 

http://www.quaker.org.uk/bym
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Revised text Current text 

Chapter 3 describes membership of the Society 
and Chapter 4 describes how the Society cares 
for its members.  
 
Chapter 5 deals with the administration of 
Australia Yearly Meeting, the national body. 
 
Chapter 6 describes the arrangements for Yearly 
Meeting, the annual gathering of Friends from 
all over Australia. 
 
This structure of the Handbook, progressing 
from our spiritual core to the local Meetings and 
the national Meeting reflects the manner in 
which the Society works. 
 

coordinating statewide Regional Meeting 

(2.4.0) and all Regional Meetings report to 

the national body, the Australia Yearly 

Meeting (Chapter 5). Chapter 6 covers the 

Yearly Meeting, the annual gathering of 

Friends from all over Australia. Such a 

pattern, outwards from the nearby to the 

national, rather than from the top 

downwards, represents the manner in 

which the Society works. 

 

Chapters 3 and 4 deal respectively with 

membership of the Society and its caring 

aspects. These chapters, like the other four, 

are augmented by Appendices, and also by 

Supplements on the Society’s website 
www.quakersaustralia.org.au 

Definitions and Glossary 
 

Definitions 

Definitions of key words of relevance or 
specific meaning to Quakers are contained 
in the Glossary, Appendix B. These help 
explain the meaning of those words in the 
context of this Handbook. 
 
An initial capital letter in words such as Concern, 
Member, Visitor, Friend, Attender, and 
Testimony denotes their specific meaning for 
Quakers. These are also defined in the Glossary. 
 

Definitions of key words of relevance or 

specific meaning to Quakers are 

contained in the Glossary Appendix G. 

These provide a useful tool to explain the 

meaning of those words in the context of 

this handbook. 

 

The use of an initial capital letter in the 
words Concern, Member, Visitor, Attender 
and Testimony denotes their particular 
meaning for Quakers. 

Cross-references and acronyms 
 

Cross-references 

There are cross-references to other relevant 
parts of the Handbook throughout the text. 
These have been hyperlinked. This should avoid 
unnecessary repetition. 
 
Please see Table 1 for a list of acronyms 
frequently used through the Handbook. 
Acronyms are also listed in the Glossary. 
 

To help the reader and avoid unnecessary 

repetition, references to other relevant 

parts of the handbook have been inserted 

in parentheses and linked in the 

interactive version. See Table 1 for an 

explanation of the way abbreviations are 

used in this handbook. 

 

References to supporting literature are 

given in each case by the first author’s 

name and the year of publication. The 

titles of books or journals are shown in 

italics, with full details in Appendix A. 

Amending this handbook Amendments 

As our Handbook is a living document, it needs 
to be amended from time to time. These 

Alterations and additions to the wording 

of this handbook may be made only by a 

Comment [A8]: DiA: We recommend 
that these procedures for amending the 
Handbook be located with the flowchart 
with its Appendix. 

https://rsfa.site-ym.com/?HSL
http://www.quakersaustralia.org.au/
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Revised text Current text 

changes are reported in Documents in 
Retrospect, which is published after each Yearly 
Meeting. Arrangements for amending it are 
described in Appendix C.  
 
At the date of preparation for this version of the 
Handbook there is a Handbook Revision 
Committee who can collate suggestions for 
changes and make recommendations to 
Regional Meetings and hence to Yearly Meeting. 
 
 

session of the assembled Yearly Meeting 

of The Religious Society of Friends 

(Quakers) in Australia in accordance with 

Quaker procedure already established. 

Compilation of this edition of the 

handbook took from 2005 to 2010. 

Subsequent updating may be required, at 

least after each of the national gatherings 

of Australian Quakers (Chapter 6). 

Amendments are publicised : 

 in The Australian Friend 

(5.5.2), 

 in Documents in Retrospect 

(6.4.1), after each Yearly 

Meeting 

in the definitive version of the complete 
handbook on the Society’s website 
www.quakersaustralia.info. 

 


