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15 September 2025

To Anthony Albanese MP
Prime Minister of Australia
Parliament House, Canberra

Dear Anthony Albanese,

Quakers in Australia are profoundly distressed about the devastation that the Israeli
Government continues to be allowed to inflict on the people of Gaza. It is an indictment on the
world that there is now a famine in Gaza and Israeli forces are not prevented from another
devasting military assault, this time on Gaza City.

| write on behalf of Australian Quakers urging the Australian Government to take urgent action
against the genocide in Gaza, as is Australia’s duty under international law.

We welcome the moves the Government has taken to (a) recognise Palestine, (b) press for
critical humanitarian aid for the people of Gaza, (c) express support for the decisions of the
International Court of Justice and the International Criminal Court, (d) deny visas to Israeli
officials to Australia, and (d) condemn Israel for its aggressive actions and plans, including
settlement in the East Jerusalem area.

Quakers around the world have had a longstanding history and substantial investment in
working for peaceful coexistence and justice in the Middle East. Since the creation of the state
of Israel, our organisations have supported nonviolent efforts among both Palestinians and
Israelis to protect human rights, prevent violence, address the root causes of conflict, and
promote peacebuilding. We still believe a peaceful future for all peoples is possible.

Global Quaker organisations, including humanitarian organisations and our United Nations
Office have drawn on this experience as well as research and careful reflection, and have
concluded that the current actions by the Israeli Government amount to genocide. The
statement says:

Apparent security for some, bought with the insecurity of others, tears at our shared
humanity and cannot bring peace. Peace built on systematic oppression is a lie. We
name what we see as genocide after deep discernment — not to incite, but to open eyes,
minds, and hearts. We name this painful truth with the fervent hope that the violence it
describes will cease, and with continued commitment to help heal the wounds of war on
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Quakers Australia
www.quakersaustralia.org.au The Religious Society of Friends , PO Box 6063
E: coordinator@quakersaustralia.info (Quakers) in Australia Inc. O’Connor ACT 2602
P: 0423 308 550 Incorporated in the ACT ABN 16 036 715 933

As part of our testimony to equality, Quakers do not use titles, including formal parliamentary titles


https://quno.org/timeline/2025/7/quakers-discern-genocide-occurring-gaza-and-urge-courageous-action
https://quno.org/timeline/2025/7/quakers-discern-genocide-occurring-gaza-and-urge-courageous-action

Quakers Australia formally support this call and urge the Australian Government to take
action according to our legal duty under the Genocide Convention to prevent genocide. We
call for:

e Animmediate, permanent ceasefire and full humanitarian access.

e Robust, targeted and timebound sanctions, including a comprehensive arms embargo.

e Action to enforce rulings of the International Court of Justice and International
Criminal Court.

e Protection of free speech about the situation in Palestine.

e Dismantling of oppression and establishing of a just and permanent peace.

Our members in Australia will continue to take part in vigils, protests, advocacy and boycotts as
well as prayer and fasting to advocate relentlessly for the end of the Israeli genocide in Gaza
including their deliberate starvation campaign.

We will also be advocating for the universal human rights of all people in Palestine and Israel so
they can live in freedom and dignity, without fear, and with lasting peace and security.

Yours in hope,

/ :

Duncan Frewin

Presiding Clerk

The Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) in Australia
Cc: Foreign Minister & all federal parliamentarians
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