
 
 

13 October 2025 
 

Regarding your speech to the UN General Assembly, 25 September 2025 
 
Anthony Albanese MP  
Prime Minister 
Parliament House 
 
Dear Anthony Albanese, 
Our congratulations on your significant speech to the United Nations General Assembly on 25 September 
2025, in which you quoted key goals of the UN Charter including ‘…to practice tolerance  and live together 
in peace with one another as good neighbours’. At this time in global affairs such words need to be more 
than aspirational. Australia’s call, through your speech, for a ceasefire in Gaza and recognition of the State 
of Palestine, are examples of turning words into historical action.  

The Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) has a long history of contributing to international movements and 
institutions, including through the Quaker United Nations Office, to work toward removing both the 
underlying reasons for war and the action of war itself. We share your commitment to ‘create the conditions 
for peace’. We particularly appreciate your acknowledgement of Jessie Street and her prescient insistence 
that human rights and fundamental freedoms have no distinction for sex. 

It was encouraging to hear that Australia will be investing more resources in our relationships, both regional 
and global, and in diplomacy - the most effective means of preventing conflict and creating a stable, 
enduring peace. 

The clarion call for the international community to work together to tackle challenges we cannot meet 
alone is especially timely. Threats to democracy, unconstrained new technologies, tyrannical regimes, 
unceasing conflicts and irrefutable climate change will require greater cooperation than ever before. 
Recommitting Australia to the ‘principle that peace is both our common cause and our collective 
responsibility’ is very encouraging, and we hope to see a greater emphasis on diplomacy rather than 
weapons acquisition. 

Building on these, and other commitments made in your speech, we anticipate that the Government will 
progress key points to strengthen the United Nations. 

These include: maintaining Australia’s contribution to the UN budget; actively supporting the UN specialised 
agencies; releasing more qualified people to serve the UN system especially in diplomacy, peacebuilding 
and peacekeeping; working for gender equality and human rights internationally and; supporting reform of 
the UN Security Council to more accurately reflect the global community – perhaps as a non-permanent 
member. 

Congratulations again on speaking to the United Nations as the leader of an independent, sovereign 
Australia. 

In peace, 
 
 
Duncan Frewin 
Presiding Clerk 
The Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) in Australia 

 


