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2021

Testimony to the Grace of God in the Life of Elisabeth (Beth) Bennett

Beth Bennett had a way of looking into your eyes and being wholly present. As one Friend said: 
“Beth actually saw me—not the me that others see and that I show to the world, but the real me. 
Beth listened to my story.” This was a gift Beth gave to all who met her.

It was one of many gifts. Beth was known for her generous hospitality, strength of character and 
intellect and good humour. Beth’s innovative and determined leadership to support others and 
enrich community meant that many turned to her for help. She gave readily and unstintingly and 
accepted people without judgement. Her public affection for a local gay couple modelled such 
welcome. Beth was a steadfast and caring friend.

Beth’s life was one of service and building bridges in the community. Her strong values and 
compassion for humanity came from her commitment to family, country neighbourliness and her 
Quaker faith, first encountered when she attended The Friends’ School in Hobart— formative years 
leaving an indelible impression. Beth considered herself a lifelong Quaker, though she was loyal to 
the Congregational Church during marriage to her beloved Harry.

Beth never forgot The Friends’ School motto, “No one is born for self alone” or the influence of the 
headmaster, Ernest Unwin, and his educational goals—the pursuit of truth, appreciation of beauty 
and service to the community. A Melbourne finishing school instilled the belief that privilege brought 
responsibility to initiate social change for the better. Beth recognised her vocation there: to simply 
support those in need wisely and appropriately.

Beth was proud to have been chosen at the age of seventeen for skilled ground-breaking work in 
the Optical Annexe during World War II, though later ashamed of being involved in the 
manufacture of weapons. In 1944 Beth began training as a Mothercraft Nurse, knowledge she put 
to good use for the rural community where she settled with her new husband.

Beth and Harry Bennett married in 1947 and had four children, Libby, Susan, Meg and Jim. Life on 
the farm, an apple orchard in Geeveston, was happy and hectic. Here Beth’s attitude of “What can 
I do to help?” and “giving her all” was expressed in a variety of engagements, including feeding 
teams of pickers and founding the Geeveston Girl Guides. Beth and Harry moved to Spring Beach 
on the East Coast in 1974 following the crisis in the apple industry. Harry died in 1984 and Beth felt 
the loss keenly.

Beth’s community activities gathered pace to include a wide diversity of roles through which she 
addressed the needs she saw around her. It was during this time that Beth met Joan
Roberts (a Quaker), the start of a close and enduring friendship. A formidable duo, they brought 
about amazing changes. One of these was setting up Prosser House, a Day Care Respite Centre 
for older people, many of whom were younger than they were.

Beth was practical, a “do-er”, and wherever she found herself she threw herself in wholeheartedly. 
Her service has earned her many awards, but it is the countless lives she touched which speak of 
her gifts.

Beth returned to her inner conviction as a Quaker and became a member in 1990, faithfully serving 
on the Quaker Service Australia committee and in other ways. Meeting for Worship was important 
to Beth, and she regularly travelled to Hobart for Sunday worship or hosted Orford Meetings at her 
home. When Beth moved to Melbourne in 2016, she joined the local Mornington Peninsula 
Worshipping Group.



Beth was inspired by positivity, energy, momentum and creativity—in people and places. Yet it was 
in nature, its beauty and power, where Beth communed most deeply and poignantly with her God.

We remember Beth with love and give thanks for the Light that shone through her life.

Minute of Record

We note the death of Beth Bennett on 13 February, 2021. We ask the membership secretary to 
amend our list accordingly. We ask Ministry to appoint two people to write an appropriate 
testimony. The Thanksgiving meeting for Beth Bennett will be held on Saturday 22 May, 2021at 
10.30am in the Hobart meeting house. Tasmania Meeting for Worship for Business Minutes, 
Minute 4, 2 May 2021.

Notice

It is with sadness and deep gratitude that we share news about our dear Friend Beth Bennett, 
who died in her sleep on Saturday morning 13 February 2021.

She was living at Peninsula Grange Aged Care in Mornington, where her daughter, Susan, is 
the manager. Mornington Friends included her in their activities, especially when she first moved 
to Mornington. She had not been in good health lately.

Beth's warmth and generosity of spirit touched many people.  She is fondly remembered by 
Friends, her Orford community and various other associations. She was an amazing woman 
who gave so much throughout her life and was recognised and celebrated for her achievements 
on numerous occasions.

Victoria Regional Meeting e-Notices, 19 February 2021

Notice

It is with sadness and deep gratitude that I share news about our dear Friend Beth Bennett, who 
died in her sleep on Saturday morning 13 February 2021.

Beth's warmth and generosity of spirit touched so many people. Though she left Tasmania some 
years ago, she is fondly remembered by Friends, her Orford community and various other 
associations. She was an amazing woman who gave so much throughout her life and was 
recognised and celebrated for her achievements on numerous occasions.

Friends are in consultation with Beth's family and, once a date has been set, we will let you 
know when a Meeting for Worship to Give Thanks for the Grace of God in the Life of Beth 
Bennett will be held at the Meeting House in Hobart.

Tasmania Regional Meeting, e-Notices 17 February 2021


