
Dykes, Darryl  27 September 1937 – 17 February 2019 

Testimony to the Grace of God in the Life of Darryl Dykes 

“God is Love”. 
Darryl Dykes is lovingly remembered for his short, often challenging and invariably relevant 
Ministry. 

He led a life of seeking, service and love. His connection to an inner spiritual life guided 
everything he did and everything he was. Darryl and his first wife Thelma were initially drawn 
to Quakers after reading an article in the Australian Women’s Weekly in the 1960’s. 

Darryl and Thelma were admitted into membership and together with their children became 
part of the Melbourne Friends’ House Local Meeting community. Yearly meetings were an 
annual highlight for the family. 

To start with Darryl and Thelma ran a milk bar in Mentone, before selling the business and 
moving to Oakleigh South. At this time, Darryl purchased a taxi licence so that he could 
spend more time with his wife and their growing family. Taxi driving was a generous service 
to others. He was generous with his time and would refer taxi passengers to Quaker 
meeting, often donating fare tips to Quaker causes. 

Darryl continued to foster the spiritual life of his family after Thelma died of breast cancer in 
1976. Darryl found great peace in nature – camping, bushwalking and the beach - which 
prompted him to move the family to Ferntree Gully. 

Darryl greatly valued spiritual community. He was a regular visitor to the Theosophical 
Society bookshop and meditation groups as he continued to explore spiritual practices 
across faith traditions (he resigned his membership of Friends in 1992 and re-joined in 
2001). Darryl visited many communities including Findhorn, ashrams in India, learning from 
Sathya Sai Baba and Qigong practices, including visits to China and Taiwan. In 1989 at a 
Qigong teacher’s concert, Darryl met Rainbow. Their friendship blossomed as they found 
love and strengthened their spiritual lives, together. 

After all three daughters were married over 10 months in 1993 and 1994, Darryl and 
Rainbow completed the year of weddings by marrying in November 1994 - ‘Love all. Serve 
all’ being the guiding call for Darryl and Rainbow. 

In later years as Darryl developed Parkinson’s disease, he continued to exemplify a simple, 
spirit-led life, a humble seeker to his essence. 

We give Thanks for the Grace of God in the life of our Friend Darryl Dykes.

Minute of Record

We heard a Testimony to the Grace of God in the Life of Daryl Dykes, read by Ray Brindle. We ask 
the Clerks to send this Testimony to the AYM Secretary for inclusion in the AYM Dictionary of 
Australian Quakers. Victoria Regional Meeting, Meeting for Worship for Business Minutes 4 August 
2021, Minute 4.



Minute of Record

We record the death of Darryl Dykes on 17th February 2019. We ask Ray Brindle and Dorothy 
Benyei to arrange for a Testimony to the Grace of God in Daryl’s life.

Victoria Regional Meeting, Meeting for Worship for Business Minutes 4 August 2019, Minute 
4c.


