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The last chance to order FIS 2019 Calendars: All orders must be submitted by 4th Dec.
Sydney Friends should note that Jacque Schulz took 10 calendars to Sydney to sell.

We gathered in Robin Sinclair’s house in Aldgate in the Adelaide Hills. Here is
me, Sally O’Wheel from Devonport, Judy Wollin from the Gold Coast, Tessa
Spratt from Melbourne, Friends Eastern, Roger Keyes, Mili Stein, Anne Rees,
Robin Sinclair, Mary Loftus and Jennifer Mann - all from Adelaide. Jacque
Schulz took the photo.

Many of the travellers had adventurous travel
tales. Tessa flew with a budget airline and
brought two heavy cases of panels. She and I
struggled to navigate the web page so that she
could pay her excess baggage in advance,
eventually resorting to the telephone. Once she
arrived at the airport she received conflicting
information about where to take her luggage
and found herself going up and down between
floors repeatedly. Her story paled into
insignificance when Jacque and Judy arrived via

Sydney where most flights had been cancelled
due to a weather event. Jacque was meant to
arrive on Friday morning and leave on Saturday
afternoon but she was detoured to Canberra and
didn’t arrive until Saturday morning. Judy was
scheduled to arrive on Friday night at 8pm but
didn’t arrive until after midnight. We were just
grateful Jacque and Judy arrived at all! It meant
our Friday workshop was compromised by their
absence.

Prior to driving to Adelaide I had visited Tessa’s
place in Kilsyth. We spent a happy day sorting
through boxes of material which had been
brought down from Cathy Davies’ place after
Yearly Meeting. There were boxes of woollen
fabric, calico, wools, backing boards, and other
embroidery related paraphernalia as well as
boxes of archives. Some people have remarked
that all the embroidery stuff should be kept in
one place so we know where it is, but the
problem with that is, who has a house big
enough to store it? Neither Tessa nor I do. So we
made a decision to spread it around between
South Australia, Queensland, Victoria and
Tasmania. We loaded the boot of my car and
boxes were transported to Adelaide for sharing
between participants whether they had agreed
to it or not! They had to move from Tessa’s and I
could not take them all. A stock take will be
made and we can have a section on the web
site which tells us what we have and where it is
located.
Tessa took me through the process of mounting
my finished Elizabeth Fry Retreat Panel on to its
backing board. I couldn’t have been prouder
and I do want to acknowledge the designer of
that panel, Nadia Frick. It is a stunning design
and I was so lucky to get the opportunity to
stitch it. The row of washing on the line below
represents the changing fashion in women’s
underwear over the life time of the institution.
I arrived at Robin’s wonderful home on Friday
morning and found a crowd of Friends,
including Jo Jordan. Everyone liked the
calendars. That was a relief.
On Friday Julie Webb was present and took
photos of the new panels which will soon be
made into cards. It occurs to me that we need
to add a ‘sales’ page to the website so that the

cards, embroidery kits and other products can
be advertised there and purchased.
The South Australian Friends in Stitches have
been a model of how the project should be
developed and Tessa, Judy and I were there to
learn from them. In particular I wanted to learn
how to start a sample piece for my new panel
and also how to put the eyelets down the sides
of the fabric to hold it taught on the frame,
Robin was able to show me this. (Here she is
above showing us the samples they made for
the banksias in the Ashby Family panel).
We admired the work done on the Silver Wattle
Panel and the new design for the North
Adelaide Meeting House. (see on page 3)
On Saturday we were so happy to see Jacque
and Judy and could begin to tackle the
important issues about FiS future.

This project is now over ten years old and is
moving into a new stage of development. We
have twenty completed panels and there are
now questions about exhibiting and storing
them. It was wonderful to benefit from Jacques’s
knowledge and experience about this. She
suggests that we produce a prospectus which
we send out to a number of galleries, starting
small. She is going to produce this for us and
also a list of questions we need to ask galleries
when we approach them to exhibit our work. It
is both exciting and scary to be moving beyond
the safe Quaker community into the larger
world.

Judy and I could do again were there an interest
from Meetings. We have money in the budget
and it may be good to grow the project that
way. We all know there are many more panels
in our minds and on our lists that need to be
designed and stitched.

At the same time the production of work is
slowing. There are less stitchers involved and
less designs being created. I had an image of a
river. At the start there is an urgency and an
energy as many streams come together to build
a strong flowing creek. As time goes by, the river
slows and at last enters the broad stream of the
wide river. We merge with the wider water and
offer ourselves to a wider world.

In the end it was decided that the completed
panels would be split up between Judy, Tessa,
Robin and me. Judy took three home to
Queensland - Burundi Friends and Werona are
also there - Robin took four and Tessa and I took
the rest home to Victoria and Tasmania.

Now we have to trust in the project and try not
to ‘push the river’, but let it grow as it will. As
the work is shown to a wider audience others
may become inspired to get involved - or
Friends so far not connected might be called to
come in with us. Transitions are uncertain and
we don’t know how things will develop.
We noted that previously Tessa and Cathy had
done many visits to Meetings around the
country and held workshops to teach and
involve Friends in the project. This is something

We proceed with slow steps and celebrate the
last ten years of impressive progress.
On Sunday we took a selection of panels to the
Eastern Suburbs Meeting and then to North
Adelaide Meeting. We sold out of calendars
and had to take orders for a new reprint.

We did note that the panels looked really
attractive on the brick walls of the North
Adelaide Meeting house lunch room and it got
me thinking about what to do with the panels I
have brought back to Tasmania. There was talk
about asking the Premises Committees at
Meeting Houses to organise hanging spaces in
Meeting Houses and on my ‘to do’ list is to
contact the Premises Committee in TRM. We
didn’t work so hard on this project for our work
to sit in a suitcase. I am also going to contact
the School and see if we can organise some
long term display there in the first half of 2019
so that the panels can be seen by parents and
students.

The North Adelaide Meeting House design.
Tessa Spratt, Jo Jordan, Jennifer
Mann and Ann Rees.

Many thanks to the SA FIS for their
hospitality. And thanks as well to
those of us who travelled to SA for
a very successful gathering.
Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year to all of you, with love,
Sally

