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Happy eightieth birthday to Tessa Spratt and thank you for all your hard work over many 
years in acting as midwife to the Australian Quaker Narrative Embroidery Project.  
This image was created by Renata Officer.  

Though reaching this Great Age, Tessa is tirelessly promoting the embroideries. Here is 
what she has been doing in the last month.   

At the end of September, Victoria Regional 
Meeting held our “Mid Year” Gathering – at 
least that was what it was until Yearly Meeting 
changed to mid year – now we’re not sure what 
to call it.  

It fell to me to organize a lot of the program this 
year. We used to have a fair amount of free time 

on Saturday afternoon. Someone complained 
about this, so I filled some of the space by 
offering a presentation of the panels that have 
been in my care since Yearly Meeting. 
Fortunately, they fit neatly behind my study door 
in their two large suitcase, but I am determined 
they will not moulder there. So out they came. 
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They had been hung all round the room on the 
handy hooks that adorn the walls at our 
favourite venue – Amberley, an Edmund Rice 
Centre. I got the Junior Young Friends to take 
them down for me and presented each panel 
with a bit of the story and they were very well 
received indeed.  Strangely enough (!) the panel 
everyone wants to see is the Tasmanian panel 
that has caused so much discussion. It has made 
people very curious to hear the story behind 
why it is in dispute. 

This month, Victoria hosted FWCC Friends, 
Michael Wadja and Alison Levie. We weren’t 
too sure what to do with them and their visit 
coincided with my monthly Home Meeting held 
on the 3rd Friday each month at 11.45am. SO I 
organized a shared lunch afterwards. Naturally 
the Friends in Stitches project was discussed 
and when they heard I actually had them in my 
study, they were very keen to see them. So out 
they came again and I gave a slightly abridged 
version as those poor American Friends fitted 
in Meeting for Worship; talking to us about 
their role in FWCC, a shared lunch, my 
“Tapestry” presentation and a visit to the 
William Ricketts Sanctuary!! Fortunately, 
Renata Officer drove them back to their hosts 
in Parkville! It was Renata who designed and 
executed the wonderful “card” for my 80th 
birthday. 

November Meeting for Stitching 
in the Adelaide Hills 

Dates: Friday November 23 to Monday 
26th. 
Venue:, 22 Kingsland Rd., Aldgate. 
Participants:  South Australian Friends in 
Stitches, plus, at this stage,  four from 
interstate -- Sally O'Wheel, Tessa Spratt, 
Jacque Schultz, Judy Wollin. 
Programme 
Friday 23rd November:   all meet here 
from 10.00 am to sometime in the 
afternoon.  Bring a plate to share for 
lunch.  In this first session we will look at 
where the project is up to, share the work 
we are currently doing, hear what is in 
progress elsewhere, and discuss with 

Jacque the best way of exhibiting the panels 
in the future. This would be a good session 
for everyone on this mailing list to attend, 
current stitchers, possible future stitchers 
and anyone else who is interested, if you 
are free and would like to. 
Saturday 24th November:  time to work on 
practice pieces and current panels, and to 
consult with the group about any problem 
areas.  Shared lunch, as Friday. 
Sunday 25th November:  a day free to 
attend Meeting for Worship, or to sight-see 
or relax, as preferred. It has been suggested 
that we take completed to panels to the 
Meeting House (and possibly Eastern 
Suburbs as well), so that people there can 
see what we are doing, ask questions, find 
out more about it all.  
Monday 26th November:  As Friday. 

2019 Friends in Stitches 
Calendars: April page 
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I have printed 50 calendars and so far, at the 
end of October have sold 20 and another 
20 are ordered by SA.. Thank you to those 
Friends who have already bought their 
calendars. We will probably need to have 
more printed! The postage in Australia 
comes to $4.35. Valerie Joy had the bright 
idea of sending one as a Xmas present to 
her friend  overseas. That will cost $13 in 
postage but will make a lovely present. 
When I have covered costs, there will be 
profit which will go towards Friends in 
Stitches expenses, or more products.  

Please put in your orders so that I know 
how many more to print but am not left 
with a stack in January 2019! Perhaps you 
could take the initiative and act as sales 
person at your meeting? 

I posted a picture of the calendar on my 
Facebook page and was contacted by a 
local Devonport woman whose daughter 
won a scholarship to board at Friends. They 
are not Quakers but have attended our 
meeting once to check it out. Her daughter, 
Ash, is finishing school this year so Tania 

Thanks to Beth Harcourt for posting this on 
Facebook. The 350 Year Exhibition in 
Progress. Well done WA Friends. 

bought a calendar for herself and 35 gift 
cards for Ash to attach to gifts she is 
planning to give to teachers and fellow 
students at Friends. She also paid for a 
calendar for me to give to a Friend in the 
Devonport Meeting who may not be able to 
afford one, as a present from Ash. 

Gift cards - the size of business cards 
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Kelvin Grove : panel in progress, as seen in 
October 2018, stitched by Judy Wollin 

Kelvin Grove Friends in Brisbane were thinking 
of moving out of the City area, following an 
offer from a developer for the North Quay 
property. At the same time, in 1971 the 
daughter of a saw miller, still living in the house 
at 10 Hampson Street Kelvin Grove, wanted to 
sell to someone who would look after it, and 
not use it for development. Friends agreed to 
buy it, and the Meeting House was built. 
Friends greatly valued the surrounding forest 
and nature during silent worship. There was a 
family of Tawny Frogmouths living in the forest 
for many years. 
  There were about 100 Slash pines and 
100 Hoop pines planted in rows around 1930’s 
or 40’s, by the saw miller, on a steep site, with 
two gullies joining at the bottom of the property, 
which flowed with water during and after 
periods of rain. There were Bangalow palms in 
the western gully, and some self-seeded natives 
growing already at the start if the bush 
regeneration project. 
  The introduced Slash pines were faster 
growing and used for pulp milling. The Hoop 
pines were a protected tree, by  

Brisbane City Council, and needed special 
permission to remove. 
  The forest project started in 1993, as 
the Slash pines were dying, allowing more 
sunlight through for weed growth and increased 
fire risk. It was decided to replace  
these and other weed species with trees and 
shrubs native to south east Queensland. This 
was achieved with mostly volunteer labour from 
hundreds of different people, with some support 
from city council to provide a few hundred free 
seedlings, in the first few years of the project. 
There are now over 400 species of native plants 
contained within the forest, including some 
edible food plants and some rare species. 
 The Open Ga rdens Scheme o f 
Queensland appreciated the project and 
included   “The Quaker Meeting House 
Arboretum” in its program for a few years, 
before it closed down. Several student and 
school groups have also visited from time to 
time. 
  The hard work provided by a dedicated 
few, has produced a calm, peaceful place, just 
outside the city precincts. It is an ongoing 
project for Queensland Regional Meeting, and 
an example to all, that we consider it an 
important commitment, to care for our 
environment.  
Mary Grbavac, Rhoda Dorrell, David King. 
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Threads of 
hope 

We believe as Quakers that our faith is 
expressed through action. For me, the 
discovery of how I might express my faith 

began in 2013 when I joined Woodbrooke’s Equipping 
for Ministry (EfM) programme. It encouraged me 
to think about what it is to be a Quaker in the world 
today and how I am called to live out that ministry. At 
this time, I also benefited hugely from the warm depth 
of friendship and spiritual nourishment of Friends 
from Yealand Meeting, who, along with Lancashire 
Area Meeting, supported me with a bursary. This 
enabled me to join EfM at a time when I was not 
earning a regular income. 

For the next three years everything I experienced 
through EfM supported my growth as a freelance 
trainer and coach for people working in the 
environment sector. My personal tutor was Pam 
Lunn, whose Swarthmore Lecture in 2011, Costing 
not less than everything: sustainability and spirituality 
in challenging times, and generous support inspired 
me to adopt a more Quakerly approach to delivering 
workshops of my own. 

Although interesting and satisfying, I sensed, 
however, that something was missing from my work 
and that this was not my ‘ministry’. It was only when I 
started volunteering at the Quaker Tapestry Museum 
in Kendal that it became clearer to me how I might live 
out my faith. Since then, amazing opportunities have 
opened up for me and I am now employed as their 
volunteer coordinator and funding officer.

Training volunteers as exhibition stewards is the 
primary focus of my work, as well as a great source 
of joy. Every week I not only get to work with many 
Kendal Quakers, I also get the opportunity to work 
with a wonderful and diverse range of visiting 
volunteers – some new to the Tapestry and some who 
return for a couple of weeks every year.

They bring with them not just their enthusiasm 
for the museum, but also their personalities, their 
unique gifts and, of course, their knowledge and 
experience of life. As each volunteer grows into their 
role I see how they reach out to our visitors and offer 
great care, warmth and hospitality to all – everyone is 
welcome here. By personally sharing their enthusiasm 
for the panels, they transform both theirs and our 
visitors’ experience of the museum. It also enables 
our volunteers, many of whom are Quakers, to 
explore their own sense of ‘ministry’ and share their 
experiences with their own Meetings.

For me, each panel is a stunning portrayal of how 
early and more recent Friends lived out their faith in 
the world. The shared creative endeavours of everyone 
who brought these stories to life in such a rich and 
unique way is a beautiful testament to what people can 
do together. 

Every day I see the impact that these vivid accounts 
have, both on our visitors and volunteers. As a relatively 
young Quaker in my forties hearing words such as ‘it’s 
just wonderful’, ‘I never guessed this museum would 
have so much’ and ‘how do we find out more?’ is a joy 
and hugely rewarding. It gives me hope that ‘yes, I, 
too, can play my part’ and share with others our work 
towards a more just, peaceful and sustainable world. 

Working at the Tapestry offers me daily opportunities 
to live out my faith, build relationships with people 
from all walks of life and share what we value and do 
in a welcoming and accessible way. Although I had no 
hand in making them, helping others to discover the 
value of the Quaker Tapestry and the ‘stories behind the 
stitches’ is where my ‘ministry’ lies.

Izzy is a member of Cartmel Meeting and volunteer 
coordinator and funding officer for the Quaker Tapestry 
Museum in Kendal.

Quaker Tapestry

Izzy Thorne writes about
her experience at the Quaker
Tapestry Museum in Kendal

Ph
ot

o:
 ©

 Q
ua

ke
r T

ap
es

tr
y.



�6

  6


