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May, 2018

"

Contact: CStitches@quakersaustralia.info

Silver Wattle Meeting for Stitching April 14-19th.
Sally O’Wheel

Seven Friends met at Silver Wattle to talk and
stitch. This will be the focus of this newsletter.

Introducing some Friends in Stitchers:

"

Sally O’Wheel. As the photographer there are
no photos from the gathering of me, but here is
a photo of the panel I am working on. Over the
week I finished stitching the underwear which
represents the changing fashions through the
lifetime of the Elizabeth Fry Retreat from 1888
to 1941. Now I am learning how to do the big
four thread writing. I am doing a sample before
trying it on the panel and I find it quite tricky. I

live in Forth, Tasmania and am member of
Devonport Recognised Meeting.
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Ellen: Ellen learned to sew from her Greek
mother when they helped to support the family
by taking in piece work. As well as a fine
stitcher she is a talented artist. Ellen was living
in Queensland but has recently moved back to
her place in the Blue Mountains. She has been
working on the Burundi panel. It tells the story
of how one day in Brisbane two panel vans of
African Friends arrived unannounced for Sunday
worship.

"

Judy Wollin: Judy is a member of the Gold
Coast Meeting. She is part of the Queensland
stitchers group. She and her husband, Drew,
who was also at Silver Wattle for the gathering
but did not stitch, have spent time working in
the Middle East. She is working on the Werona
panel and is doing a fantastic job. Changes had
to be made to this panel following input from
NSW and these changes were drawn onto the
calico at this gathering. Here is Judy and a detail
from the panel showing the hills, the sky and
forest.

More was done on this after I took this
picture, highlighting the trees, like the
one on the left.
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Wilma Davidson: Wilma is a member of
Canberra Meeting and the Convenor of the
Children’s Committee for AYM. She is designing
a panel to represent PEN Friends. She is always
on the look out for how children and jyfs can be
included. She is a Scot with a working
background in early childhood education.
Wilma also practises long meditation retreats
which is where she mostly has time to do
stitching. She arrived with the panel
representing J J Neave, who slept a night in arms
of a ‘comfortable gum tree’ when travelling over
the Victorian Alps.

beautiful garden at Kelvin Grove, the PAX farm
which employed consciencious objectors and
another one about a Quaker family who
distinguished themselves by their relationships
with Kanaka labour.

"
"

Garry Duncan: Garry popped in for a few days
and is a founding member of the Friends in
Stitches Committee. He recently spoke to
Wahroonga Local meeting about the project
and they are considering creating a design
about the origins of their meeting and the story
of Rudi and Hannah Lemburg. We have an
article about this presentation for the June
Newsletter. Garry and I discussed the idea of a
panel about disreputable friends and the part
that played in the history of Australian
Quakerism.

"

Mary Grbavic: Mary is another Queenslander,
from Brisbane Meeting. She initiated the
Gathering at Silver Wattle because she was
going to be there volunteering as a Quaker
Presence. She cannot stitch at the moment
because her unit is too small to comfortably fit
in a frame but she is planning to move soon into
a place where she can fit a frame. Meanwhile
she is an organiser in Brisbane and is going
home to try and get panels designed about the
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Tessa Spratt - Tessa is a member of Friends
Eastern Local meeting VRM. She has been
involved in Friends in Stitches for over ten years
and her project at the gathering was to finish the
book she is editing about the embroidery
project. She wants to get it ready for Yearly
Meeting this year. Sadly my Apple computer got
the better of her and she wasn’t able to get
much actual book written at Silver Wattle. Way
didn’t open. However she held it in the Light
and now that she is back with her own
computer she has been powering along. Can
you please check your emails because she is
waiting on some Friends to send photos of work
in progress and written blurbs. She needs your
input!

A Quaker Book of Sinners
(thoughts at Silver Wattle)

"
Garry Duncan
"

“I’m not good enough to become a Quaker”. It’s
an often heard refrain from those attenders who
haven’t yet taken out membership in the
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) because
they feel they are not good enough to meet the
high expectations of Quaker ideals There are
all these saintly Quakers we know of; so many
that we could easily write a Quaker Book of
Saints. But what about the lives of those whose
halo has slipped, or has got a bit tarnished?

"
"

Conversations with the Australian Quaker
historian Charles Stevenson reveal that not all
Quaker members have lived extraordinary
saintly lives. Indeed Charles says he could
write a Quaker Book of Sinners. There are
always the black sheep of the family that we
often overlook or talk little about. And there
are those respected pillars of faith that falter
and leave never to be heard of much again
except perhaps in hushed conversations. But
did their lives speak? Is there that of God in
them? And can we learn something of the
lesson of their lives worthy of recalling and
telling others in the future? Would we
consider a Friends in Stitches panel of an
infamous, disowned Quaker sinner? If so
Charles Stevenson has an interesting array of
candidates from a potential Quaker Book of
Sinners.

Here she is, sitting in the comfortable arms of a
gum tree - just like J J Neave in the Victorian
Alps. Luckily she didn’t have to sleep the night
there.
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