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Quakers

AUSTRALIA

4 May 2016

Julie Bishop MP
Foreign Minister
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Minister,

NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT - LETTER TO GOVERNMENT

| write on behalf of Australian Quakers about the 2-13 May meeting of the
Open Ended Working Group on Multilateral Nuclear Disarmament in which
Australia is a participant.

We support the calls by a range of NGOs (outlined in a letter to you on 14 April)
for Australia to take an active role in these meetings and to seek progress in
negotiations towards a world without nuclear weapons. Given the logjam in
negotiations in recent years, we urge you and the Government to make every
effort to ensure that good faith and shared responsibility are affirmed as vital to
progress towards comprehensive nuclear disarmament.

We believe that Australia could enhance its prospects for a seat on the UN
Human Rights Council if it shows leadership in these negotiations for nuclear
disarmament.

We look forward to hearing what plans Australia has to advance the goal of a
nuclear-weapons free world.

In peace,
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