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Here is Caitlin Street of the Launceston
Worshipping Group installing the
exhibition at the Launceston Library. She
is an experienced exhibitor and brought
with her a special device for making a
horizontal red light across the wall so we
could get all the panels level. I had no
idea how ignorant I was about installing
an exhibition until I saw her at work. You
don’t know what you don’t know!
Julie Walpole reports:
Hello Stitchers
I again visited the exhibition in
Launceston Library yesterday. I had a
conversation with some of the people
looking at it while waiting for a meeting
to begin.
The ladies were very impressed with the
embroideries but had a number of
questions.
I am told that the local embroiderers
groups (at least 2 groups) have been quite
excited by the exhibition and delighted
with the quality of the work. However, it
seems that some individuals thought that
this was part of the Kendal Quaker
Tapestry. One of the ladies had already had a look at my copy of the Stitches book, so she had been
able to disabuse them of this notion.
However, it would seem that the exhibition needs an explanatory sheet to explain the broad concept
of the Australian embroideries.
I don’t know whether there has been any publicity in Launceston and beyond for the exhibition. (I
don’t buy the local paper)
Well done Sally & Caitlin for the arrangement of the display.

The exhibition in
Launceston will close on
the 3rd of October. The two
suitcases of panels will then
go to Victoria where Tessa
Spratt has another
exhibition lined up. She has
discovered a cheap way to
transport the panels around
the country.
Right: Sally at the
Devonport Embroiderer’s
Guild, showing Navi the
book and handing her one
of our business cards with
the web address.

Responses to the
September Newsletter.
There were lots of lovely responses to the September Newsletter, which reported on the Moonah Arts
Centre Exhibition. Here they are in the order in which they arrived:
from Frances Love
Lovely newsletter. Thank you. Glad everything went so well. I am already thinking that we must leave
Ireland early and get to Launceston next year. Olé. Fx
From Judith Pembleton
Thank you for this report. It shows the potential for outreach this exhibition (and the books) have.
I do hope the stitchers can get sufficient money for paying for the printing of the print edition and for
producing an e-book edition.
It would be lovely to be removed from the need to 'get the money' for these and to be able to donate
a copy to each state library (given that there are panels from each state).
Tessa is coming up to Brisbane in April next year to look at an event that is to happen via Valerie Joy's
very prestigious women's group, but I'm not sure if this involves all the panels on display. If this were
the case, we could get cracking on some publicity ahead of time.
The panels would get the most publicity if there was a display at a major craft gallery in Sydney and/
or Melbourne. Jacque Schultze is the most experienced of any of us in this type of display and
promotion — that used to be her work!
If she had the time and was willing to work with you on planning ahead for such a display, that would
be a great coup because the major newspapers and other media only focus on what's happening in
the 'big cities'.
From Ann Lockett - a Devonport Embroiderers’ Guild member
Once again a terrific newsletter. Congratulations on the exhibition & the number of attendees.

From Deb Williams in New Zealand
Kia Ora Sally
Although “sweet” was not a word which appealed to you, the reviewer wrote further below that is
was “very engaging and beautiful”.
I suggest you don’t let words upset you. It is better even not to mention that it did to your wider
audience who will enjoy your work, each in their own way.
Thank you to you and the team for your
important work.
He mihi mahana ki a koe i tenei wā.
Warm greetings to you at this time.
The photo (right) shows the work done on an
embroidery design at Nelson Monthly Meetings,
New Zealand
From Jacque Schultz
What a great newsletter Sally.
Thank you and Tessa for doing such a great job
with the exhibition at Moonah.
And now on to the State Library. How good that
Julie has helped with organising this. I would
think the panels are a perfect fit for the State
Library, with all the Australian historical
references they contain.
From Ann Rees
t’s all just beautiful Sally! It feels to me now that
we have achieved international recognition.
Well done us!! And thank you, thank you, thank
you for your continued energy and enthusiasm!
From Robin Sinclair
Thanks Sally. Very glad the exhibition went so well.
I agree that the reviewer did sound just a bit condescending -- a pat on the head for clever children!
Still, I suppose we are just a bunch of amateurs, doing our best. A kind of cottage industry

Holiday snap from the Victoria and
Albert Museum

Responses to the August Newsletter
There have been a number of responses to the August Newsletter, some sympathetic, others critical.
Tessa informed me that people have spoken to her personally criticising the August Newsletter. It
would be my preference that Friends would speak to me directly, preferably by phone or Zoom, rather
than make critical remarks to others. This has not happened.
The August Newsletter told my story of Yearly Meeting in Hobart. I noted that others would have
different experiences of what happened and I hoped that they would tell their perspective. Obviously,
I was not part of Standing Committee. I was not present at any of their discussions about the book
until Friday afternoon when it was decided to allow the book to be sold. My position was coconvenor of the Friends in Stitches Committee. I stood up for the committee and for Tessa and I
understood that to be my responsibility. Clearly the Friends on Standing Committee had a different
role and it would be good to hear them speak directly about how they saw the issue and why they
decided to hold up the sale of the book for most of Yearly Meeting and not to support the launch. To
be clear, I was hurt and undermined by their actions. If this hurt came through with unkind words or
attitudes in the August Newsletter, I can only plead my human condition.
I believe Friends can disagree but should do so
respectfully. Being told my work is ‘unquakerly’ is an
unhelpful comment because it doesn’t explain to me
where I have deviated from Quaker principles. I will
share here the comments from Friends about the
August newsletter.
Sally
Cathy Davies wrote a long and thoughtful response
which was couched in a lot of positive remarks, so
was easier for me to absorb. This is an excerpt from it.
A Friend from Wahroonga LM, Ray Litting, spoke in
Meeting for Worship at least once a quarter for many
years on the essential of being kind to each other,
“lifting each other up with gently hands”. We had
time to absorb this message – so Quakerly. It is so
easy to criticize, so hard to turn and rephrase words
so that they help people grow, not shrivel under their
weight.
So Sally, I guess that I am saying that your article is
speaking the truth …. But could it have been worded
in a way that all those who read it, including Barney – and Tessa – could feel they are looking at
themselves as others see them, in a compassionate and caring light.
You have a wonderful way with words, Sally. They just haven’t reflect the Inner Light this time.
With love, and appreciation that you are there.
From Nancy Tingey
I found your moving report of the difficulties in publishing the 'Friends in Stitches' book so helpful I
am writing to say thank you for sharing the story. At first I thought that the description of the problems
with the printing were a bit over the top then I realised that what you were saying was helping me
process my experience producing my book 'Magic Happens - The Story of Painting with Parkinsons .'
Some years ago Tessa asked me to help with exhibiting your project. As I was in the middle of writing
'Magic Happens’ and seeing my husband through the last stage of his life - he had Parkinson's for 30

years and died in November 2017 - I couldn't take on anything else. However Quakers have been
wonderfully supportive of my work. Not so Parkinson’s ACT. It is hard to come to terms with the fact
that not everyone feels the spirit behind the work that you do.
Trying to distribute the book has been harder than writing it! The feedback from those who care are
the things to hang on to. Dorothy Benyei is reading my book for the third time! And the joy your
project has brought to many lives is what counts.
And what a thrill it was for me to see a photo of Margaret Bywater wearing a patchwork wrap I made
in Hobart in 1985-86. Thank you.

From Robin Sinclair
It sounds as though you had a harrowing time at YM! But it seems that all is sorted now, so phew!
Hope the exhibition goes very well, and that you and Tessa enjoy it.
Tessa has probably told you that we think the book looks very good, and are getting a few more
copies to have in reserve for anyone else who wants to buy one.
Hope you can relax a bit after this and enjoy the stitching!
From Sieneka Martin
Your June newsletter gave a very positive picture of the preparation of the Friends in Stitches book and
I looked forward to seeing the book.
However, having read your July newsletter and thought about it for some time, I must write to say I
am appalled by what is described there:
p. 2 - We felt led to display books on our table at Yearly Meeting, disregarding the Standing
Committee minute. We did accept donations and give books away under the table.

Disregarding a Standing Committee Minute is very un-Quakerly in my opinion. To ignore proper
Quaker process is a very serious matter.
p. 3 - Standing Committee was spooked by Barney’s legal threats and had been told scary stories
about copyright, legal stoushes, books being pulped. They were also concerned about his mental
health. Tessa and I thought that Barney’s legal threats were not real, a view that was backed up by
legal advice.
I can't imagine Standing Committee, which consists of weighty Friends, being 'spooked'. However, I
can imagine them taking things very seriously and wishing to consider all issues and options and care
for the people involved.
Barney was offered mediation from professional Quaker mediators and accepted. However he called
in sick and didn’t come.
This reads like a Centrelink report: "You didn't come to the appointment, so we cancelled your
benefits." As Launceston is not very far away from Hobart, in Australian distance terms, why didn't
Friends go up and see him and listen to him ?
p. 6 - I still feel for Barney. I actually have no understanding of why he is so upset (and that is still in
the present) because the book is so lovely and so admired. I can only think it is because he took it to
full term and someone else gave birth to it. I am sorry it marred our relationship as I have worked
happily with him for the last 16 years and he is a very skilled layout artist.
If you don't understand why he is upset, why make assumptions ?
And why look at it only from your own perspective ?
I'm very disappointed with the way Friends dealt with this and hope that steps will be taken for a
healing process to take place.

Caitlin Street hanging
the Launceston
Exhibition

And from the Presiding Clerk, Ann Zubrick
Dear Sally,
I have read the most recent FiS newsletter uploaded onto the YN website and instructed the YM
Secretary to remove it immediately.
Friend, the language used in this newsletter is unQuakerly, unkind to all those who prayerfully and
thoughtfully attended to what Love required of us in the discernment by Standing Committee and in
subsequent conversations during and since YM in Hobart.
I hope that you and others in FiS will support one another and ask your Meetings to hold you in the
Light as you find healing and renewal of Spirit after the recent difficult and disappointing publication
experience.
FiS is a wonderful source of inspiration and enrichment for YM Friends and beyond. The tapestries
serve as a powerful witness to past and unfolding Quaker life and work in Australia.
I trust you to reflect this same sense of Quaker Spirit in FiS newsletters too.
You may wish consider editing or rewriting the current newsletter and seek input from YM Secretary
before placing a revised copy on the website.
In love and peace,
Ann Zubrick
Presiding Clerk

