
Justice & Peace Minutes 21/2/21 

Present: Maxine Barry, Jenni Bond, Jo Petrov, Peter Jones. Kay Allport, 
Robert Rands, Sally McGushin, Sam Nolan (by speakerphone) 

Correspondence received: 
Copies of Disarming Times (second batch!) 
Environmental Defenders’ Office 
Medecins Sans Frontieres 
UNHCR 
(above three with update/newsletter) 

Reply to letter to Darren Chester, Min. for Veterans’ Affairs, expressing our 
concerns about the massive spend and nature of the alterations to the war 
Memorial - response written by Matt Anderson, Director, AWM.  Maxine 
read the letter out. 
Summary: 

• Aim is to provide context to service to the nation (not just war dead), 
bring up to date 

• Not intended to glorify war. No visitor leaves thinking war is great. 
• Will provide construction jobs including jobs for veterans 
• Funding will not be at the expense of care services for veterans; 

mental health services for them are important 
• Independently assessed as economically sound 

Arising from this: members were not satisfied with the response and 
resolved that the letter be replied to, referring to the AWM’s failure to 
include the fallen in the resistance  to invasion by First Nations people; 
and overt recognition of their service overseas. Arms manufacturers’ 
sponsorship is a concern. Also, Sam was to be provided with a copy of the 
letter to take to Senator Jacquie Lambie’s office. 

Addendum: Jenni has subsequently forwarded an excellent article by 
Sue Wareham sent to MAPW Tas, putting the case very clearly about 
what is wrong with this expansion. See www.canberrratimes.com.au/story/
7143668/the-awm-may-become-something-much-uglier/ 

Other matters: 
• International Day of Action: Sacred People, Sacred Earth: March 

11, 11 am. This is to launch the Statement of 10 Demands 
formulated by Greenfaith International, of which Australian Religious 
Response to Climate Change (ARRCC) is a part.  The aim is to 
campaign for ambitious targets to tackle the climate crisis, in support 
of the COP 26 meeting in Glasgow on Nov. 21 this year.  The idea 
was to hold a silent meditation hour in the Peace Garden outside the 
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MH. The group also endorsed Minutes to present to MfWfB on 7/3, 
asking RM to be a signatory to the Statement, and encouraging all 
members of RM to participate in some way. (note that Ann Zubrick 
has endorsed on behalf of QA) Members can read the demands and 
sign individually on arrcc.org.au/global 

• Maxine recommended viewing Jacquie Lambie’s speech on 
Facebook in which she strongly criticised the Government’s 
combining the Family Court with the Federal Circuit Court, pointing 
out that both bodies are understaffed and under-resourced and that 
waiting lists will do untold harm to family members. Maxine wrote to 
her expressing her appreciation. 

• Maxine recommended also that members listen to Stacey Abrams 
being interviewed on ABC RN about her book “This is Our Time” 
which describes her activity in registering voters and urging them to 
be politically involved as democracy can only work if the citizenry is 
aware and active. She also spoke about her approach as a 
politician, in explaining her reasons for her stance on any given 
issue, even if unpopular, as electors have a right to know and give 
input. 

• Also recommended: Michael Davis, blogger: “Achievements of 
the Coalition Government''. listing >900 corrupt actions, broken 
promises and cutbacks to vital services. See www.mdavis.xyz/govlist 

• Pamphlets were circulated regarding A People’s Inquiry into an 
Independent and Peaceful Australia from IPAN. Individuals and 
organisations are urged to make submissions about their concerns 
for Australia's involvement in US wars and the alliance.  These can 
 be made on an online form: 
www.independentpeacefulaustralia.com.au 

• Sally drew attention to the latest QPLC Watching Briefs. In 
particular, proposed changes to voting arrangements e.g. requiring 
proof of identity at polling booths, abolishing compulsory preferential 
voting 

• Cultural Awareness Training is being offered by the Tas Aboriginal 
Centre - cost is $210. Interested people who cannot afford it could 
apply for RM funding. 

• South Eastern Tasmania Aboriginal Centre (SETAC) is holding open 
days on 13/3 and 27/3 including bushcraft, face painting, activities 
and games for children, free BBQ. Details will be included in e-
notices. 

• Meeting concluded with a reflection entitled “No Mud No Lotus”: 
“...resilience is hard-wired into our biological makeup. When our 
stress response is triggered, the autonomic nervous system 
instructs the heart to activate more oxytocin, which acts as an anti-
inflammatory to repair the effects of stress. Oxytocin… directs us to 
reach out and in doing so, we improve our psychological recovery.” 
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Joana Macy has outlined the same process in response to climate 
crisis fear and despair 

Addendum: from Janice Blakeney, notice of a blog from the UNSW 
Indigenous Law Centre, the latest being about the Voice to Parliament: 
www.indigconlaw.org

http://www.indigconlaw.org/

