Early Quaker history

The Religious Society of Friends, also known as Quakers, or
Friends, emerged from religious turmoil in mid-17th century
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George Fox, 1624-1691,
To Friends in the Ministry, 1656

Oldest surviving Meeting House in
Australia — Adelaide, built 1840.

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Friends_Meeting_House,_Adelaide

Quakers believe that there is “that of
5od” in everyone, also described as
the inner light.
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This is the truth which we know

and try to live... that every person
S capable of response to the divine
Spirit...

[whichl leads us into love and care of
all humankind, who are our kin; that
the Spirit shows us the living truth
which cannot be fettered by words.

Source: Religious Society of Friends in Britain

Chelsea Meeting for Worship. Nelson Ethelred Dawson 1891.

Janet Scott
What Canst Thou Say: towards a Quaker theology.
Swarthmore Lecture, London, 1930

Source: Religious Society of Friends in Britain

V. i , 2 Australian Quakers reflect on their faith, practice, history and challenges today in This
Centring Down, John Perkin we can say: Australian Quaker life, faith and thought, 2003. www.quakers.org.au

Quaker faith in action

Our desire to live our faith has led Quakers to adopt and express principles —
sometimes called testimonies — such as a commitment to peace, integrity.
equality, simplicity and, more recently, care of the earth.

As well as hearing witness for peace, Quakers have long supported social and

economic justice. For example Elizabeth Fry, an English Quaker, was well known
for her work on prison reform, education for women and children, and visiting
women convicts prior to their voyage to Australia.
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Quaker testimonies panel, Horfield
Meeting House (Bristol) Peace Garden.
Photograph: Jon Davey

Friends in Horfield Quaker Meeting, Photograph: Jon Davey
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