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PART ONE

YM24 Share & Tell Sessions Documents in Retrospect Summaries
Introduction
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Annual Elections
Facilitator: David Tehr, WARM!
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The Breath of Love
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Children and Young People in “Power of Goodness” Events

Facilitators in Adelaide: Valerie Joy, QRM, and Chris Thompson, SANTRM
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Co-Clerking Practices
Facilitator: Sheila Keane, NSWRM!
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Ecumenism and Multifaith
Facilitator: Wies Schuiringa, NSWRM!
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Exchanges of the heart: the challenges of living and working in Cambodia 1986 to
2022

Facilitator: Margaret Bywater, TRM!
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Friends you have loved
Facilitator: Liz Field, NSWRM!
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From the River to the Sea: exploration of Quaker perspectives on peace with
justice in the Holy Land

Facilitator: Aletia Dundas, NSWRM!
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Gembrook Retreat
Facilitator: Jane Hope, VRM!
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Getting off Gas
Facilitator: David Liversidge, CRQ!
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Hope Wellbeing Hub Project
Facilitators: Jill & David Parris, VRM!
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Human Security vs Military Security
Facilitator: Dale Hess, VRM!
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Jan de Voogd Peace Fund
Facilitators: Wies Schuiringa, Peter Hillary and Therese Douglas, NSWRM!
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Launching the Quakers Australia Directory Online (QADO)
Facilitator: Michael Searle, CRQ !
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Love and kindness on my cancer journey
Facilitator: Tessa Bremner, CRQ!
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“Mammung” film
Facilitator: Helen Gould, NSWRM!
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A meeting between equals: a Queer Quaker experience
Facilitator: Liz Shield, VRM!
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The Plant World
Facilitator: Wendy Hartley, SANTRM!
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Positive Peace — Asia Pacific Peace Research Association (APPRA)
Facilitator: David Evans, SANTRM!
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Quakers and the Climate Crisis
Facilitator: Greg Rolles, QRM!
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Quaker Narrative Embroidery Project
Facilitators: Sally O’Wheel, TRM, and Tessa Spratt, VRM!
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Quaker Peaceworker: Jessica Morrison
Facilitator: Harold Wilkinson, QPLC Convenor!
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Quakers and Refugees: Past, Present and Future
Facilitator: Alan Clayton and Dorothy Scott, VRM!
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Quaker United Nations Offices (QUNO)
Facilitators: Ronis Chapman, CRQ, and Aletia Dundas, VRM!
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Raising Peace Network
Facilitator: Wies Schuiringa, NSWRM!
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Resolving Conflict
Facilitator: David Purnell, CRQ!
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Sale of the Devonshire Street Meeting House
Facilitator: Mary Pollard, NSWRM!
9: (4" _-ITTHE-XYXmUTHTWIC T IS@MALI 314 (10&#6-/!!

5!BI&(C! &I Tw! Gh,1#"41B.$:1%1"1$&! - 1.% . S&($!$:1!,I T #1#$ 4611 &< & (W S16&31"!
2, 488%,)! 813&#4 - WL MFHL1S! =>11*#B! | & (41! #IM-"#1-1#1 % @146 M. *&#/! G, 14" 4!
D1.%71 . S&(S!5: 11Ch&) 144161 . = #BIS&IS- 114 61! . #"IELNL! . S61!9&!4- %11 J1 I &N, 14! . #"!
1RC%144! 15, 611&<!1$ - 11B%, 1<I<16$!S-1T . #-/!!



Singing Quaker Stories
Facilitator: Helen Gould, NSWRM!
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Spirit in the Soil

Facilitators: Mardi Naulty, CRQ, Emily Chapman-Searle, SANTRM, Yarrow Goodley,
Silver Wattle!
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Wellspring Community Creation Care Listening Pilgrimage
Facilitator: Lisa Wriley, NSWRM!
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“Within listening distance of the silence we call God”.
How does poetry open us to the sacred?

Facilitator: Michael Griffith, NSWRM!
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From the river to the sea: exploration of Quaker perspectives on peace with justice
in the Holy Land. Share and Tell led by Aletia Dundas at YM 2024.
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Jan de Voogd Peace Fund Committee Share and Tell Australian Yearly Meeting
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SUPPORTING THE AFGHAN FAMILIES OF AUSTRALIA'S
OFFSHORE REFUGEES

Dorothy Scott, Victoria Regional Meeting

Supporting the Afghan families of AustraliaOs offshore Refugees

Dorothy Scott (Victoria Regional Meeting)

In 2019, refugee advocate and volunteer Jan Trewhella established ‘Our Afghan Families’
to provide basic necessities to the families still in Afghanistan of those refugees caught in
Australia’s offshore detention system and awaiting resettlement in Canada.

When the Taliban returned to power in August 2021, the Afghan refugees were plunged
into despair, fearing their families still in Afghanistan would be persecuted by the Taliban.
Most of these refugees were Hazaras, a persecuted religious and ethnic minority in
Afghanistan. Some of the refugees had fled Afghanistan a decade earlier as they were on
the Taliban’s death list.

Already traumatised and stranded in PNG after enduring years of detention and ill-
treatment on Manus Island or Nauru, these men felt completely powerless to protect their
wives and children now that the Taliban were back in power. Their original plan of seeking
refuge in Australia and then bringing their families here to safety had long been shattered
by the Operation Sovereign Borders policy of successive Australian governments.

The fears of the men were well founded as there have now been numerous cases of their
sons and brothers suffering from severe physical assaults by the Taliban, and threats of
sexual violence and forced “marriages” of their adolescent daughters to members of the
Taliban.

A pathway to Canada was established in 2019 for refugees in offshore detention by the
Refugee Council of Australia and the Canadian resettlement NGO, MOSAIC. The Victorian
Quaker Fund, the Yearly Meeting Thanksgiving Fund and QSA have provided essential



support for the refugees as they await resettlement in Canada. This has been a lifeline as
the conditions in PNG have continued to deteriorate.

One of the Operation not Forgotten refugees is greeted as he arrives in Canada

Covid and other factors have led to enormous delays in processing their applications for
resettlement in Canada and the waiting period has increased from two years to now four
years. The Afghan men were losing hope that they would ever get to Canada and the
prospect of being reunited with their families was fading fast.

Robyn Fetter, a volunteer with Operation not Forgotten, and Jan Trewhella from Our
Afghan Families, joined forces and have worked tirelessly to raise funds so that ten Afghan
families can obtain essential food, fuel for cooking and heating, and medical care. In doing
so, Jan and Robyn have developed close relationships with these Afghan families and
provided emotional as well as practical support.

Knowing that their families were being supported helped bring the Afghans subject to
offshore detention back from the brink of despair and suicide. Some of their families are in



hiding in Kabul. Others are in remote villages, hoping to escape the attention of the
Taliban. One family had to flee to a neighbouring country to protect an adolescent girl from
sexual advances by the Taliban.

Slowly, things have begun to move. To date:

¥ 69 refugees from a range of nationalities have arrived in Canada, of whom 38 have
completed the one-year settlement program and 31 are in their first year

¥ 47 refugees are still waiting to go to Canada

¥ 102 family members are waiting to go to Canada, of whom 38 are relatives of men
who have arrived and 64 are relatives of men still waiting to go to Canada

Finding the money to send to the ten families in Afghanistan every six weeks has become
a real struggle. Individual donors had been keeping Our Afghan Families going but as time
has passed it has proved harder and harder to sustain the level of donations required. In
June 2023 the Jan de Voogd Peace Fund made a grant of $25,000 which covered the
needs of four of the ten families from June 2023 to June 2024. To support all ten families, it
is necessary to raise a total of $8,000 every six weeks.

Most of the family groups are large, with several adolescent and young adult sons and
daughters. The girls and young women in these families are at high risk of sexual
predation. The Taliban have prevented women from earning a living and banned girls from
undertaking secondary and tertiary education.

Despite this adversity and uncertainty, the courage and determination of the young
members of these Afghan families is extraordinary. This painting below, titled Young
Afghan Girl Fleeing her Country, is the work of a 16-year-old girl. She has taught herself to
draw and paint. The figure in her painting is clothed in the colours of the Afghan flag,
symbolising the aspirations of young Afghan women, as well as her own aspirations, for
freedom and safety in a new land.



A painting “Young Afghan Girl Fleeing her Country” by the 16-year-old daughter of a refugee still stranded in
PNG



Gifted in languages, her older sister expresses the same hopes in this poem she sent to
me and which | treasure.

| am the offspring of the ocean's depths,
A kin to the radiant Sun's warm breath.
Connected to the rain, my kindred spirit,
Refined by the wind's gentle breeze

| shun all restraints, fetters that bind,
Embracing freedom in heart and mind.

These two inspiring young women and their siblings have not seen their father in 12 years,
and their mother has suffered serious health problems. The father too is unwell and
remains stranded in PNG. He has been approved to go to Canada but is still longing for
the day when he will get there, and for the day he and his family will rejoice in being
reunited on Canadian soil. The other nine Afghan families being supported are enduring a
similar ordeal.

Let us hold in the Light these long-suffering Afghan refugees, subject to offshore detention
in our name, and their long-suffering families.

Donations (not tax deductible) to support this group of ten Afghan families can be made to:

St George Bank/Bank of Melbourne!

Name: !l Our Afghan Families
BSB:!!!! 193-879
Account: ! 474 030 893

Please send an email to Jan Trewhella (jantrewhella@icloud.com) if you make a donation so we
can thank you.

If there are any questions, please contact Dorothy Scott on 0430 150 560 or by email
(dorothy @avonsfield.com.au).
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Documents in Retrospect Summaries
Contributed papers
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Indigenous Theologies: reflections from attending the Indigenous Theologies
Conference
Jane Hope, VRM
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Learning to Adopt some Traditional Aboriginal Spiritual Practices
Rowe Morrow, NSWRM
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Radical Hospitality
Yarrow Goodley, Silver Wattle, and Emily Chapman-Searle, SANTRM
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Spirituality and Ageing
Anne Felton, CRQ
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Ann Britton — Starting Points
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Starting Points - How | came to Quakers Rod Sturt
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Learning to Adopt someTraditional Aboriginal Spiritual Practices
Rowe Morrow

176,2.518:1? " {/A=>Xm! . SINGE1!=>&M&E$!Gh, 1# " 6-IM) - &&f'a poem after your
delightful Friendly School.

|
"You can dance if you want to!O
on a tabletop
round the fire
in and out of town
over!the hill
in bare feet or heels
hair and arms flying
the compulsion of unseen music
of unheard command
we are learning from you our future dance
our next move

So, dance!
!
2.! From Marian Jamesher evaluation of the Friendly School sentthesetwo drawings of her
impressionsof the day.
!
!



3.Dick Green
Peace,Stillness,Silence, Fullness,Unity

> (
\

Complex but not complicated
IAttitude of gratitude for the Grace,
IPatience

. Tanya Tabone:
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Reflection on Quaker Funding and Quaker Applicants

Sue Ennis and Di Bretherton
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Guidelines
on Giving and
Receiving

This document was approved at the recent
Quaker Peace Network—East Africa consulta-
tion in Tororo, Uganda. In the past there have
been many problems handling money ex-
changes between Quakers in wealthy nations
and Africa, untl most U.S. Quakers stopped
giving funds amid concerns of mismanage-
mentand fraud. The problems originated both
in the United States and in Africa. Friends in
the United States are now reengaging with
Friends in Africa, and this statement is an
attempt to put this relationship on a firm,
sound basis for the benefit of everyone.

—David Zarembka, coordinator of African
Great Lakes ]nin'ativz/Fr_imdr Peace Teams

1 know that I am corrupt, but who is cor-
rupting me? —Sese Seko Mobutu,

former President of Zaire

(Democratic Republic of the Congo)

The issue of wealthier Quakers from the
northern countries giving funds to Quakers in
Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda, Burundi,
and the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DRQ) is fraught with difficulties. Too often
these funds have been unaccounted for, mis-
used, and/or stolen. Traditionally the blame
has been put on the African implementers,
but the northern donors who have so quickly
written off these losses as “that’s the way Africa
is” are also part of the problem. There are
more than enough Quaker organizations led
by honest African Quakers that receive,
spend, and account for their funds with
scrupulous honesty, that there is no need to
“excuse” those who are unaccountable and
dishonest. Each time funds are misused in
Africa, it is the honest Quaker implementers
who are hurt the most since the errors of the
few tarnish the image of all. Money can lead
to conflict so the proper use and accountabil-
ity of funds is a peacemaking activity.

There are various levels of corruption:

* Outright theft of funds for personal use.

* Waste of funds withourt using them as pru-
dently as possible because they are given by
wealthy people from overseas.

 Lack of accountability for funds received,
which is usually used to hide one of the
above misuses.

To rectify this situation, guidelines for
responsibilities for both donors and imple-
menters are needed:
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For donors:

Funds are given only to recognized organ-
izations With a valid bank account. Funds are
never sent to an individual’s bank account or
given to implementers to carry back from
overseas because this forecloses transparency.
Even in the case of a scholarship, funds should
be sent directly to the institution or routed
through a dependable organization.

In order to qualify for funding, the donor
must receive a proposal from a recogni
organization that has passed the proposal at a
Board meeting of the responsible people. This
proposal should include a detailed budget.
Donors should have a clear format for the pro-
posal. A neutral person, knowledgeable about
the country and type of proposal, should
review it with an on-site visit. Over-budget-
ing, currency transactions, over-pricing, hik-
ing of salary beyond those normally accepred,
and vague or unclear line items should be
thoroughly questioned. The proposal includ-
ing purpose, timeline, budger, and delivery of
funds is public information.

After funds are sent, monthly or quarterly
program and financial reports should be reg-
ularly received. In these days this can easily
be done by e-mail anywhere in the region.
No further funding should be sent undil
such reports have been received and accepted
as p[OPCL

At the end of the proposal period, a final
report and financial accounting must be sub-
micted. There should then be another on-site
visit by a neutral observer who should verify
the accounting by looking at the bookkeeping
and receipts to back it up. This protects not
only the donor but also the implementer from
any charges of mismanagement of the funds.

This implies that small donarions are diffi-
cult to monitor and verify. Consequendly it is
advisable that those who are unable to make
the appropriate site visits by neutral observers
channel their funds through organizations
that have this capability, allocating a proper
amount for this administrative task.

When theft, misuse, wastage, or unaccept-
able accounting is encountered, the donor
must pursue these problems with the same dili-
gence they would use for a similar case in their
home country. Corruption cannot be excused
under any rationale. If a donor is not willing
and prepared to follow up such misconduct, it
should not accept proposals and disperse funds.

When theft, misuse, wastage, or unaccept-
able accounting is uncovered, the donor
organization will discreetly tell the other donor
organizations of such problems so that imple-
menting organizations are not able to move
from one donor to another with impunity.
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For implementers:

Funds are requested only by an estab-
lished organization for one of its priorities
and have been approved by the appropriate
board of directors. The organization must
have mechanisms for handling and reporting
funds, including checks and balances with a
trained treasurer.

The proposal will be transparent and
shown to all who are concerned with it for
their input and approval. No paid profession-
al fundraisers should be used.

Those who are dispensing the funds must
be as careful with these funds as they would be
with their own. They must receive receipts for
all transactions (and have their own signed
receipts when this is not possible) and keep an
accurate accounting of all these funds.

If it is necessary to substandally change the
budger of a proposal (by more than 5 percent
or as specified in the proposal), prior approval
of any such changes must be received from the
donating organization.

Written reports and financial reports will
be sent on a regular basis as indicated in the
proposal.

The implementers of these funds will be
welcoming and open for all on-site visits by
anyone sent by the donating organization. All
written and financial accounting will be open
for inspection.

If anyone in the implementing organiza-
tion is financially irresponsible, the imple-
menting organization will notify the donor
and take whatever appropriate action is neces-
sary with the offending individual.

If these guidelines of responsibility for both
donors and implementers are faithfully
adhered to, many of the problems that have
been encountered in the will be rectified.
In the long term, this will build a much health-
ier relationship between donors in the North
and implementers in Africa. The result should
be not only a much more prudent use of the
funds available, but a larger flow of funding.

—Approved by Quaker Peace
Network—Fast Africa on March 19, 2006,
in Tororo, Uganda



