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PART ONE	 	  
	  

YM24 Share & Tell Sessions	 	 	  

Documents in Retrospect Summaries and Contributed papers 

	 	 Introduction		 	 	 Vidya. Geoff Greeves 

	 	 Annual Elections	 	 	  David Tehr 

	 	 The Breath of Love	 	 	 MichaeL Piovesan 

	 	 Children and Young People in “Power of Goodness” Events 
	 	 	 Facilitators in Adelaide:  Valerie Joy and Chris Thompson 		 	
	 	 	 Facilitators overseas:       Kins Aparece, Selly,  Ratih 

	 	 Co-Clerking Practices	 	 Sheila Keane 

	 	 Ecumenism and Multifaith	 Wies Schuiringa 

	 	 Exchanges of the heart: the challenges of living and working in 		 	
	 	 	 	 	 Cambodia 1986 to 2022	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 Margaret Bywater 

	 	 Friends you have loved	 	 Liz Field 

	 	 From the River to the Sea: exploration of Quaker perspectives on 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 peace with justice in the Holy Land 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Aletia Dundas 

	 	 Gembrook Retreat		 	  Jane Hope 

	 	 Getting off Gas	 	 	  David Liversidge 

	 	 Hope Wellbeing Hub Project	  Jill & David Parris 

	 	 Human Security vs Military Security 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Dale Hess 



	 	 Jan de Voogd Peace Fund  	 Wies Schuiringa, Peter Hillary and 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Therese Douglas 

	 	 Launching the Quakers Australia Directory Online (QADO) 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Michael Searle 

	 	 Love and kindness on my cancer journey 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Tessa Bremner 

	 	 “Mammung” film 	 	 	  Helen Gould 

	 	 A meeting between equals: a Queer Quaker experience 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Liz Shield 

	 	 The Plant World	 	 	 Wendy Hartley 

	 	 Positive Peace – Asia Pacific Peace Research Association (APPRA) 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 David Evans 

	 	 Quakers and the Climate  Crisis	  

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Greg Rolles 

	 	 Quaker Narrative Embroidery Project 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Sally O’Wheel and Tessa Spratt 

	 	 Quaker Peaceworker: Jessica Morrison 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Harold Wilkinson 

	 	 Quakers and Refugees: Past, Present and Future 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Alan Clayton and Dorothy Scott 

	 	 Quaker United Nations Offices (QUNO) 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	  Ronis Chapman and Aletia Dundas 

	 	 Raising Peace Network	 	 Wies Schuiringa 

	 	 Rainbow Friends and Allies Social Lunch 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 self-organising. 

	 	 Resolving Conflict	 	 	 David Purnell	  

	 	 Sale of the Devonshire Street Meeting House 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Mary Pollard 

	 	 Singing Quaker Stories	 	 Helen Gould 



	 	 Spirit in the Soil	 	 	 Mardi Naulty, Emily Chapman-Searle, 		
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 and Yarrow Goodley, 

	 	 Streamlining Quaker Communications 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Holly Dhynes 

	 	 Wellspring Community Creation Care Listening Pilgrimage 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Lisa Wriley 

	 	 “Within listening distance of the silence we call God”.  
	 	 	 	 	 	 How does poetry open us to the sacred? 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Michael Griffith 

YM24 Share & Tell  Contributed Papers	  

	 	 Resolving Conflict: Reflections	 David Purnel 

	 	 From the river to the sea: exploration of Quaker perspectives on peace 	
	 	 	 	 	 with justice in the Holy Land.  Share and Tell led by 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Aletia Dundas at YM 2024. 

	 	 Friends in Stitches 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Sally O’Wheel and Tessa Spratt. 

	 	 QADO—the new Membership Directory Online   
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Michael Searle 

	 	 Jan de Voogd Peace Fund Committee 

	 	 Friends Peace Teams/Asia West Pacific  Valerie Joy 

	 	 Supporting The Afghan Families of Australia’s Offshore Refugees 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Dorothy Scott 

	 	 Asia Pacific Peace Research Association Conference Sri Lanka 2024 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Positive Peace. —  APPRA and IPRA 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	  David Evans!



PART TWO	 	  
	  

YM24 Friendly School  Sessions	 	  

Documents in Retrospect Summaries and Contributed papers 

	 	 Creative Writing  	   David Evans 

	 	 Indigenous Theologies: reflections from attending the  

	 	 	 	 	 Indigenous Theologies Conference   

	 	 	 	 	  Jane Hope  

	 	 Learning to Adopt some Traditional Aboriginal Spiritual Practices 

	 	 	 	 	 Rowe Morrow 

	 	 Radical Hospitality   

	 	 	 	 	 Emily Chapman-Searle and Yarrow Goodley  

	 	 Reflection on Quaker Funding Groups and Quaker Applicants  
       	 	 	 	 	 Sue Ennis and Di Bretherton 

	 	  Spirituality and Ageing   

	 	 	 	 	  Anne Felton 

	 	 Women authors on peace, non-violence, and transforming conflicts (She     
	 	 wrote this that made me think ...)  	  

	 	 	 	 	 Anne Herbert 



YM24 Friendly School  Sessions	   Contributed Papers	  

Creative Writing  	  	 	  

 	 	 Being Quaker 	 	 Jill Parris 

	 	 Being Quaker	 	 David Evans  

	 	 Starting Points 	 	 Ann Britton	 	  

	 	 Becoming Quaker 	 	 Ann Zubrick 

	 	 Starting Points - How I came to Quakers….  

	 	 	 	 	 	 Rod Sturt 

Learning to Adopt some Traditional Aboriginal Spiritual Practices 

	 	 	 	 	 	 Rowe Morrow 

Reflection on Quaker Funding Groups and Quaker Applicants  

 
 	 	 	 	 	 	  Sue Ennis and Di Bretherton 



PART ONE	 	  
	  

YM24 Share & Tell Sessions	 	 	 Documents in Retrospect Summaries 

Introduction 

Gathering together for the first time in five years led to prolific offers of Share & Tell 
sessions at our Quakers Australia Yearly Meeting in Adelaide.  Friends offered 34 
sessions that were usually 60 or 90 minutes long. Reports on the sessions begin on 
the next page.  

The topics were: annual elections; the breath of love; children and young people in 
“Power of Goodness” events; co-clerking practices; ecumenism and multifaith; 
exchanges of the heart: living and working in Cambodia; Friends you have loved; 
“From the river to the sea”: exploration of Quaker perspectives on peace with justice 
in the Holy Land; Gembrook retreat; getting off gas; Hope Wellbeing Hub; human 
security vs military security; the Jan de Voogd Peace Fund; launching the Quakers 
Australia Directory Online (QADO); love  and kindness on my cancer journey; 
“Mammung” film; a meeting between equals: a Queer Quaker experience; the plant 
world; positive peace – the Asia Pacific Peace Research Association (APPRA); Quakers 
and the climate crisis; the Quaker narrative embroidery project; the Quaker 
peaceworker; Quakers and refugees: past, present and future; Quaker United 
Nations Offices (QUNO); the Raising Peace network of organisations; the Rainbow 
Friends and Allies social lunch; resolving conflict; sale of the Devonshire Street 
Meeting House; singing Quaker stories; Spirit in the soil; streamlining Quaker 
communications; the Wellspring Community listening pilgrimage; and “Within 
listening distance of the silence we call God” on how poetry opens us to the sacred.  

The sessions were held across the week. The website gave an outline of each session 
and information about day, time, location and, if applicable, the Zoom link. The 
timetable showed six timeslots as Share & Tell events with 3-6 concurrent sessions at 
the venue. Online-only Share & Tells were scheduled at the same time as venue-only 
activities (most Friendly School workshops and excursions).   

In each of the Share & Tell time slots, one session was in the big Barcoo Room and 
offered hybrid. The other concurrent sessions were held in the living rooms of the 
accommodation cabins, and some facilitators used the tv to show slides or welcome 
Friends online into the group. Facilitators brought in extra chairs from the verandah 
into the living room. Geoff Greeves carried in extra chairs for the bigger groups. It 
was challenging when groups in the cabins had more than 20 people. For one Share 
& Tell, accommodating each new arrival in the living room was disturbing for the 



flow of the group sharing. For another Share & Tell which began with a big group, a 
quintessentially Quaker process evolved: as each Friend was ready to share they 
quietly rose and made their way to the doorway, where they could be seen and 
heard clearly by the Friends in the living room and the Friends on the verandah.  

With so many sessions at the venue being offered at the same time, half of the Share 
& Tells had small (<10) or very small groups.  

This was our first hybrid Yearly Meeting and we were challenged to cater for Friends 
hoping to join online at times when the program was being delivered on-ground 
only. We anticipated this on the Wednesday afternoon and were glad for a Friend 
offering a film online while those at the venue went on excursions. Friendly School 
was on Sunday and we realised that most online Friends would join their local 
Meeting for Worship in the morning. With only one all-day workshop open to those 
online, we asked Friends offering online-only Share & Tells to hold them on the 
Sunday afternoon. This was an experiment. These sessions were attended by small 
numbers of appreciative online Friends. 

The technology was a challenge for some facilitators. The YM24 Tech Team was on 
the job from the first Meeting for Worship in the morning to the last Epilogue at 
night for eight days. It was apparent months ahead that the small team of volunteers 
could not take on Share & Tell sessions as well. Some Share & Tell facilitators were 
able to manage their own tech or find friends to help with this. For others it was a 
struggle with wifi connection, software, Zoom settings or equipment.   

How many Friends went to the Share & Tells?  Over 160 Friends registered to attend 
Yearly Meeting in Adelaide and, in each time slot, about 75 of these went to one of 
the concurrent sessions. Just over 100 Friends registered to join online. Where 
accessible, a few to ten or so Friends joined each Share & Tell.  

Below are the reports of each of the Share & Tell sessions, arranged alphabetically by 
topic.  



Annual Elections 
Facilitator: David Tehr, WARM 
Tuesday 9 July 2024, 2 pm ACST, venue-only. 

Since 1986 David Tehr has been strongly convinced that annual elections for all 
elected legislatures would foster better accountability, transparency, stability, 
legitimacy and long-term planning. In Australia that would be the three tiers of Local, 
State & Federal government. And yet, he continues to find himself swimming against 
the tide. Since 1986 State governments have gone from 3- to 4-year terms, and the 
only public discussions about Federal terms have been to lengthen them also to 4-
year terms. David asks "What am I not seeing? Why would annual elections not 
work?” One person attended. A good discussion was had, covering a broad range of 
democratic political practices. 

The Breath of Love 
Facilitator: MichaEL Piovesan, SANTRM 
Thursday 11 July 2024, 2 pm ACST, venue-only. 

Everybody breathes but not everybody breathes consciously. To consciously breathe 
means to knowingly open ourselves to receive The Divine Breath and allow ourselves 
to Be Breathed by Love. We merge with The One through The Breath and e-merge as 
Love. Let this be done to you.  

It was frustrating that the venue was assigned very late.  Nevertheless, the four 
people who attended found the session to be a rich and informative experience with 
considerable time spent in silence experiencing the process and much sharing of 
their experience between silent practice periods. Three participants provided their 
emails with view to potentially participating in future online shared breathing 
sessions to deepen their ongoing experience of the Breath.  



Children and Young People in “Power of Goodness” Events 
Facilitators in Adelaide:  Valerie Joy, QRM, and Chris Thompson, SANTRM 
Facilitators overseas:  Kins Aparece, Philippines; Selly, West Papua; Ratih, Indonesia. 
Wednesday 10 July 2024, 11:30 am ACST, Barcoo Room and online.   

Power of Goodness events are one AVP mini-session (1-1.5 hours) organised around 
a story. We simply give the participants an experience of peace and nonviolence. 
This is a powerful approach to introducing people to AVP and inviting them to join in 
training, if they’d like more.   Globally we do these events in Indonesia, Philippines, 
West Papua, Chechnya, Ukraine, Rwanda and the USA.   More information and the 
stories we use are on the Friends Peace Teams website;   go to 
www.friendspeaceteams.org and look for Power of Goodness. All the stories 
collected so far are there, with translations into several languages.  

In this session, we chose a story of conflict titled “Jelly Beams”, which lead to a 
discussion around the ways in which the sharing of food can lead to conflicts being 
resolved. I have used these stories with children in Kelvin Grove Meeting in Brisbane. 

Questions were asked about the impact of Power of Goodness on children 
traumatised by war and conflict. Selly from West Papua told us of children in 
orphanages who arrived from hiding in the jungle, severely distressed and are now 
taking on leadership roles in their communities.  

We would love Friends in Australia and Asia to submit local stories of conflict, to be 
added to the existing stories, so these fit more easily into cultures of the Asia West 
Pacific. Over 6,500 children in Asia have participated in these programs, enabled by 
funding from the Jan de Voogd bequest. This funding will finish in September 2024, 
and we look to Friends to adopt one of our programs financially or contribute 
towards the running costs which are small. 
Further enquiries to Valerie Joy valuable1@optusnet.com.au 

http://www.friendspeaceteams.org


Co-Clerking Practices 
Facilitator: Sheila Keane, NSWRM 
Wednesday 10 July 2024, 11:30 am ACST, hybrid. 

Eleven Friends met in person and three online to share their experiences of 
innovative clerking practices. We heard from members of NSWRM, TRM, CRQ, QRM 
and VRM as well as clerks of local and online meetings. 

In general, the trend has been to spread the roles and tasks of clerking amongst two 
or more Friends. This was done by: 

a) working in a team so that each aspect of the clerking role is covered by 
someone  
(e.g. correspondence, administration, developing the agenda, clerking 
meetings, recording minutes, legal representative, …etc.) or 

b) sharing the jobs on a rostered basis (e.g. correspondence responsibility 
rotates on a quarterly basis). 

Suggestions included: 
¥ clerking team/co-clerks should meet regularly (monthly?) to coordinate their 

work 
¥ reduce the frequency of Regional Meetings and set dates that coincide with 

Yearly Meeting preparations 
¥ consider whether formal membership is necessary for the various aspects of 

the clerking role – pragmatism sometimes means formal membership (though 
preferable) is not required. 

¥ experiment with turn taking clerking agenda items, with a mix of experienced 
and less experienced Friends.  

We noted that the role of clerk in local meetings sometimes extends to eldering 
roles such as pastoral care. We felt it was important that these two functions be 
distinguished. 



Ecumenism and Multifaith 
Facilitator: Wies Schuiringa, NSWRM 
Thursday 11 July 2024, 11:30 am ACST, Barcoo Room and online. 

Short presentations on: 
¥ the National Council of Churches in Australia (NCCA) triennial that was held in 

Adelaide recently 
¥ Religions for Peace and the first steps to establish a multifaith Council in 

Australia. 
Reports from all Regional Meetings on their ecumenical and interfaith work.  

¥ Sadly, the ecumenical council in South Australia has ceased to exist. 
¥ The council in Tasmania is not functioning at the moment. 
¥ The other States have councils that function differently from one another, 

depending on their membership, historical areas of work and funding by their 
member churches. 

Quakers participate in multifaith work around Australia. Some time was spent 
reflecting on the prominent role of Quakers in ecumenical circles as our membership 
numbers are minimal in comparison to all the other Christian faiths. It is that likely 
that Quakers are skilled in organisational processes, we have an easy acceptance 
working with other faiths, are not limited by dogma and have a clear social justice 
and peace focus. About 25 people were present in this session, about eight online. 

Exchanges of the heart: the challenges of living and working in Cambodia 1986 to 
2022 
Facilitator: Margaret Bywater, TRM 
Thursday 11 July 2024, 11:30 am ACST, hybrid.  

During many years living in Cambodia, my work enabled me to travel throughout the 
country, observing many changes. I worked initially for Quaker Service Australia 
(QSA) and then as a librarian at the Royal University of Phnom Penh and later with 
The Parliamentary Centre of Asia until retiring at the end of 2022. Along the way 
there were challenges, I made many friends, and shared experiences with people 
from many different backgrounds and faiths. Cambodia and her people will always 
be close to my heart. I felt humbled that so many dear Friends came to hear about 
my many experiences living and working  in Cambodia during a period of great 
change. In many ways the country now is unrecognisable from the place I first visited 
for QSA in July 1986.   

Towards the end of the session some Friends present spoke of their own 
experiences  in Australia with refugees from war torn Cambodia.  About 25 Friends 
were in the room and some more joined online.  



Friends you have loved 
Facilitator: Liz Field, NSWRM 
Tuesday 9 July 2024, 11:30 am ACST, venue-only.  

This session was attended by six Friends who were invited in turn to speak of a 
Friend who had died some time ago and had been significant to them or loved by 
them. We heard about Friends from Victoria, New South Wales and Tasmania, most 
of whom had been known by all of us so we were able to delight in new things we 
learnt about them, and to share what we knew. All agreed that such sessions, were a 
delight and could be repeated in future times, both at Yearly Meeting and at other 
times on Zoom. So many Friends have led interesting lives, and/or have been a 
mentor or influence in our lives, and it is good to share them with others in an 
informal way. 

From the River to the Sea: exploration of Quaker perspectives on peace with 
justice in the Holy Land 
Facilitator: Aletia Dundas, NSWRM 
Wednesday 10 July 2024, 11:30 am ACST, venue-only. 

Almost 40 Friends attended this Share and Tell to continue deep listening and 
sharing on the situation in Gaza. People were spilling out from the living room to the 
verandah, representing a range of ages, regional meetings and past involvement 
with Quaker activism.  

The session was conducted as worship sharing. Aletia read several quotes from 
Quaker peacemakers and activists including Palestinian Quaker Jean Zaru, civil rights 
activist Bayard Rustin and anti-slavery campaigner Lucretia Mott. These were 
followed by queries to the group on what courageous action in response to injustice 
and oppression looks like for Friends, how we engage with both violent and 
nonviolent resistance to oppression and in what ways we are called to be angelic 
troublemakers in this context. Friends shared out of the silence, taking their place at 
the door to the shack in order to be heard by all.  

We heard from Friends with Jewish heritage and First Nations heritage who see 
parallels with apartheid, colonialism and occupation in their contexts, and for 
Palestinians. We heard from Friends who have been hesitant to get involved because 
of being seen to be taking a side or being accused of being antisemitic. We heard 
that impartiality is fine when delivering humanitarian or medical aid, but not in the 
situation of ignoring atrocities. Many spoke of discomfort and privilege, and of 



feeling compelled to act. We acknowledged that, for some, violence seems like the 
only path. As “angelic troublemakers” and Pacifists, it is our role to keep nonviolent 
pathways open and elevate the stories of non-violent resistance. We acknowledged 
that our language needs to be careful in addressing the Israeli Government and not 
Jewish people. We want to avoid laziness in our conversations, to reject simplistic, 
false or misleading narratives. We acknowledge that there is God in the oppressor 
and the oppressed. Above all, we feel called to courageous action against oppression 
and for peaceful pathways.  

When the session came to a close a small group stayed on and planned a follow up 
session the following day to talk about next steps. About 15 Friends joined the follow 
up meeting and agreed to form an action network, to write a letter of support to 
Ramallah Friends, to plan collective action, and to plan further opportunities for 
Friends to learn, reflect and discern, particularly for Friends who have been unsure 
whether or how to engage.  

Gembrook Retreat 
Facilitator: Jane Hope, VRM 
Tuesday 9 July 2024, 2 pm ACST, venue-only. 

About 5-6 Friends gathered with Jane Hope to hear about Gembrook Retreat, a 
property that was given in Trust in 2000 by Quaker Elder Maggie Dunkle. The Retreat 
is located in the Dandenong Ranges on 22 acres of land with a mixture of bushland 
and orchards. There is accommodation for individuals or couples to book out for 
their own retreat as well as a newly built Meeting House for groups of up to 20. 
Sleeping pods are currently being built so that there is sleeping accommodation for 
small groups. 

We watched a short video that was created by the Gembrook Communications 
Officer who is currently funded through the QA Thanksgiving Fund. The video 
showed the beautiful flora and fauna that guests get to experience during their 
stays, as well as information about the community, their daily rhythm of work and 
prayer and the Active Hope workshops that they run throughout the year, based on 
Joanna Macy’s Work that Reconnects. Jane Hope also offers Spiritual Direction 
sessions as well as Retreat Guide sessions if you want help with deepening your 
retreat experience. If anyone would like to visit, all information can be found on the 
website: gembrookretreat.org.au  



Getting off Gas 
Facilitator: David Liversidge, CRQ 
Sunday 7 July 2024, 3:30 pm AEST, online-only. 

Many Friends feel a sense of hopelessness or sometimes guilt that they cannot find a 
way to reduce their carbon footprint without a large expenditure or complexities 
that they cannot manage. My intention was to provide some-low cost actions that 
Friends could undertake, as individuals or as part of a group, to live in ways that 
minimise or eliminate the emission of carbon and, for the longer term, promote a 
more sustainable and cooling planet. This would occur as the possibilities for each 
individual household become clearer and all of us become better informed about 
how to introduce these actions into our lives.  Of course, there are higher cost and 
effective actions and some Friends are in a situation where they are able to enter 
into these areas for improvement. 

There were some challenges. My IT system was problematic when I tried to 
introduce my “shared screen” text to talk and I plan to get a better home internet 
package before I try this again. I also learnt that on-line presentations are more 
difficult in that a number of Friends chose not to show their face on screen.  For me, 
the learning and listening is more difficult to enter into in that situation.  For 
example, are the Friends in this audience wealthy and likely to have solar PV panels 
already on their house or on the other hand low-income households that rely largely 
on gas for water and space heating and often have older poorly insulated housing 
with limited opportunities to take up newly emerging technologies.  The actions and 
possibilities in each case are different. 

Hope Wellbeing Hub Project 
Facilitators: Jill & David Parris, VRM 
Tuesday 9 July 2024, 11:30 am, venue-only. 

This project was supported by the Jan De Voogd Peace Fund. The Hope Co-Operative 
received funds to work intensively with 10+ families with asylum seeker backgrounds 
for fifteen months to find pathways towards settlement. The Wellbeing Hub’s work 
was different from other organisations because we worked intensively with whole 
families on as many issues as possible, from help with education, visas, health and 
integration as well as building community across cultures. Our structure is an asylum 
seeker run co-operative, which means that we all work from the principle of equality 
and joint responsibility. The community itself has planned and worked together to 
the point where integration into Australia has been achieved for the majority of our 
members. In this session, we reported on the evaluation of this project. 



Human Security vs Military Security 
Facilitator: Dale Hess, VRM 
Thursday 11 July 2024, 4 pm ACST, Barcoo Room, hybrid. 

Australia’s remote geographical location and fear of its non-Western neighbours led 
it to seek a ‘Great Protector’. First it was Britain, then the United States. But the 
ANZUS Treaty does not commit the US to protect Australia, only to consult in a time 
of emergency. We heard the background of an initiative to move from Military 
Security to Human Security and the successful effort to ban land mines and cluster 
munitions. Human Security is inclusive; it seeks to reconcile competing security 
needs of others; it builds strong, respectful relations with people of other countries, 
and provides protection for all threats to the life and dignity of human beings. This 
includes the poor and marginalised and the community, and their health, economic, 
political, food, water, and environmental needs. We discussed how individuals and 
Meetings could cooperate with the Quaker Peace and Legislation Committee (QPLC) 
to promote this idea and change the culture. About 35-40 Friends attended this 
session in person and online.  

Jan de Voogd Peace Fund 
Facilitators: Wies Schuiringa, Peter Hillary and Therese Douglas, NSWRM 
Tuesday 9 July 2024, 2 pm ACST, Barcoo Room, hybrid. 

The session covered the  life and will of Jan de Voogd and the subsequent 
establishment of the Jan de Voogd Peace Fund. This fund is being administered by 
six friends under the care of the NSWRM. The guidelines of the project applications, 
the processes of how the committee currently works, the expectations of reporting 
and the fund’s timeline were discussed.  

Three of the 31 projects to receive funding were showcased. These were Manus 
Lives Matter, Gaia Senegal and Anaiwan language and culture. For the full list of the 
31 funded projects please see Jan de Voogd Peace Fund | Australia Yearly Meeting 
(quakersaustralia.info) 

We hope to present again at a future Yearly Meeting as there was a lot of interest in 
both the projects and the committee’s processes. 

https://www.quakersaustralia.info/organisation/regional-meetings/new-south-wales-regional-meeting/jan-de-voogd-peace-fund
https://www.quakersaustralia.info/organisation/regional-meetings/new-south-wales-regional-meeting/jan-de-voogd-peace-fund


Launching the Quakers Australia Directory Online (QADO) 
Facilitator: Michael Searle, CRQ  
Thursday 11 July 2024, 4 pm ACST, venue-only. 

The new QA membership directory QADO is being released for Quakers Australia 
people’s use. It is linked as part of the QA.info website. This session was designed to 
familiarise participants with the capabilities and use of QADO, including an extended 
Find a Friend option. It was pleasing that 10 people attended, considering that other 
sessions were on at the same time. Two of the people there are Membership 
Secretaries, and one is a prospective one. We demonstrated some of the 
capabilities, answered questions, heard some suggestions, etc. Equivalent sessions 
will be offered online. It was good to have an interested response, and some 
exposure of QADO. 

Love and kindness on my cancer journey 
Facilitator: Tessa Bremner, CRQ 
Thursday 11 July 2024, 4 pm ACST, venue-only. 

It was a small group but I felt one with all who attended. My Share & Tell was about 
my journey with cancer. A few people had had the experience of breast cancer and 
there was a gentle and appropriate opportunity for conversation between us.  

The essence of my session was about the healing quality of love and kindness and its 
importance in the caring support from people close to someone with cancer.  I was 
grateful for the opportunity to talk about my book. 

“Mammung” film  
Facilitator: Helen Gould, NSWRM 
Wednesday 10 July 2024, 2:30 pm AEST, online-only.  

This 40 minute documentary is about indigenous WA Noongar  learning and stories 
about the rise of the sea levels 10,000 years ago and current climate change issues. 
It was made by our Friend Lillian Robb and Maevia Griffiths working with Dr Uncle 
Noel Nannup  in 2023.   Lillian is an international Environmental and Human Rights 
lawyer and is researching environmental law looking at the issue of climate refugees. 
The film is in the  NAIDOC  line up  and is a nominee for the Toronto International 
Women's Film Festival.  

Mammung  is the  Noongar  name for the whale: a creature that carries songs and 
stories through the world's oceans, transmitting them from the Perth Canyon to all 



the continents of the globe. The Perth Canyon, now underwater, is similar in 
dimensions to the Grand Canyon in the USA: Uncle Noel calls it his people’s “Mecca”. 

In this film, Mammung tells the story of a period of climatic change that rivals the 
one we are seeing today. 10,000 years ago, Western Australia experienced rapid sea-
level rise. The film explores  Noongar  memory of this event, following Dr Noel 
Nannup in recalling the significance of places that are now below the sea and the 
dramatic process of change that indigenous people endured. It challenges us to ask: 
Can we learn to understand and value this rich body of knowledge as we too adapt 
to a changing climate? And what awaits us if we don't? 

A meeting between equals: a Queer Quaker experience 
Facilitator: Liz Shield, VRM 
Tuesday 9 July 2024, 11:30 am ACST, venue-only. 

The Religious Society of Friends holds a distinctive place as a spiritual community 
that is accepting of members of the LGBTIQA+ community. Whether through seeing 
“that of God/Good” in all people, or the commitment to the Testimony of Equality, it 
has been a movement for change through ending LGBTIQA+ discrimination and 
affirming same-sex relationships in Australia, Aotearoa (New Zealand), the UK and 
some parts of the USA since the 1980s.  

Over 20 Friends gathered and shared their experiences.  

Quaker Liz Shield (she/her) shared her experience of growing up queer in religious 
communities that gave her the feeling she was unloved by God. Finding Quakers, 
through peace action, was a revelation that allowed a full reconciliation of her 
sexuality and spirituality with a loving God and supportive community. She 
expressed her appreciation of queer, liberation theologians like Rev Carter Heyward, 
Rev Patrick S. Cheng, Marcella Althaus-Reid and Taj M Smith.  https://quaker.org/
are-quakers-lgbtq-affirming/  

The Plant World 
Facilitator: Wendy Hartley, SANTRM 
Tuesday 9 July 2024, 11:30 am ACST, venue-only. 

The ancient Japanese practice of shrinrin-roku, which means being calm and quiet 
among trees, breathing deeply and observing nature. 
The feeling of clarity and renewal from working in the garden. 

https://quaker.org/are-quakers-lgbtq-affirming/
https://quaker.org/are-quakers-lgbtq-affirming/


Gandhi: to forget how to dig the Earth and tend the soil is to forget ourself. 
The difference between seed time, plant time and human time. 
The importance of talking to plants. Plants are sentient. 
Plant symbiosis – carbon dioxide CO2 and oxygen O2. 
Plants to grow indoors to purify the air. 
Planting from a monthly moon chart.  

Positive Peace – Asia Pacific Peace Research Association (APPRA) 
Facilitator: David Evans, SANTRM 
Thursday 11 July 2024, 2 pm ACST, hybrid. 

A slide presentation reporting on attendance to recent APPRA and IPRA 
(International Peace Research Association) conferences emphasising the opportunity 
to be involved with international leaders in Peace Research.  

Kenneth Boulding, the first Backhouse Lecturer was the founder of IPRA. Elise 
Boulding was our Backhouse Lecturer 20 years later. Adam Curle, a British Quaker, 
was initial professor of Peace Studies at Bradford University. Johan Galtung who died 
this year initiated the concept of Positive Peace. Mediator Martin Artisari is another 
world leader in Peace through Mediation and Nobel Prize for Peace Laureate. 

The presenter’s paper on Pathways to Peace Local and Global led from local issues in 
India to positive peace efforts in Israel and Gaza. The seven attendees contributed 
vigorously. Three online attendees started but could not continue for unknown 
reasons. 

Quakers and the Climate Crisis 
Facilitator: Greg Rolles, QRM 
Sunday 7 July 2024, 1:30 pm AEST, online-only. 

Around 9 F/friends attended this session. I hosted the meeting from Jason John's 
Landcare office on  Gumbaynggirr Country. Jason, with funding from Friends has 
been doing 2 days a week of forest activism on land currently being clear logged, 
despite NSW government promises to turn it into the Great Koala National Park. I 
invited Jason to speak briefly about his work and the importance of forest 
preservation in climate prevention.  

We then held space for emotions around the polycrisis, with most expressing a sense 
of doom. Using the life of James Parnell, I asked what was the place of Quaker 



Witness in these times. I linked early F/friends witnessing to the need to preach now, 
even if all feels lost.  

In our time the fossil fuel and weapons companies are the real government. They 
use the media to exert control and not our elected representatives. I asked for 
Friends to hold hope and action together. I ended by speaking about Pine Creek 
Camp, Rising Tide and Blockade Australia. The last one had just blockaded the 
world's largest coal port for fifteen days straight, showing what collective action can 
achieve, and how the Society could be leading in witnessing for life and hope in 
these times, even when all feels lost. 

Quaker Narrative Embroidery Project 
Facilitators: Sally O’Wheel, TRM, and Tessa Spratt, VRM 
Wednesday 10 July 2024, 11:30 am ACST, venue-only.  

Six Friends met to talk about the Quaker Narrative Embroidery Project, also known 
as Friends in Stitches. We introduced ourselves. Tessa and Sally are co-convenors. 
Ronis has long wanted to stitch and was inspired by the idea of stitching a self 
portrait for the Yearly Meeting 2020 Zoom panel. Marceline also wants to learn to 
stitch and try a self portrait. Susan is interested in taking up the Ballarat Panel. We 
talked about having a workshop in Ballarat.  

The ongoing issue of where to hold the panels continues to exercise our thoughts. 
We also wonder about the eventual home. The number of panels continues to grow 
and it will become increasingly difficult to transport them all. After this Yearly 
Meeting, most of the panels will be stored in Melbourne except for some which will 
go with Sally to visit Broken Hill.  

Quaker Peaceworker: Jessica Morrison 
Facilitator: Harold Wilkinson, QPLC Convenor 
Thursday 11 July 2024, 2 pm ACST, Barcoo Room, hybrid.  

After a period of silence, and an acknowledgement of country, Harold introduced the 
session by explaining the decision of the Quaker Peace and Legislation Committee 
(QPLC) to recruit a peace worker to support it in building links with Federal 
Parliamentarians.  

Jessica Morrison, who was the successful candidate, spoke of her previous 
experience with the Australia Palestine Advocacy Network (APAN) and her long term 
contact with Friends. She has worked extensively with Members of Parliament and 



Senators and has found that Quakers are respected as articulate, sensible and 
reputable.  

Jessica’s initial focus as our Peaceworker has been engaging in a planning workshop 
with QPLC to identify priorities and options, then consulting with a range of non-
government organisations and faith groups about areas of common concern.  With 
Harold Wilkinson and David Purnell she met a range of politicians she knew to hear 
their ideas about where Quakers might make a difference. A survey of Friends, 
designed by her, was completed by around 100 respondents, and this has helped 
identify concerns currently engaging them.   

Jessica’s employment for two days a week for 18 months limits the extent of work 
she can do, but she has identified 6 areas of priority: (a) militarisation in schools, (b) 
achieving transparency of the arms trade, (c) divestment from weapons companies, 
(d) opposition to AUKUS, (e) the Hiroshima 80th anniversary in 2025 and signing the 
treaty on banning nuclear weapons, and (f) ‘soulful activism’. A ‘straw poll’ of those 
present at Yearly Meeting helped indicate where those Friends saw the order of 
significance of these issues – with items (a), (b) and (d) most strongly supported. 

Other ideas that were raised in the discussion following Jessica’s presentation 
included: 

¥ The assault upon protest movements by legislation in most parts of Australia. 

¥ Approaches to all themes should be from the perspective of ‘there is a 
peaceful alternative’. 

¥ The rights of refugees are an ongoing scandal and deserve advocacy. 

¥ Training in lobbying would help Friends in their own interactions with 
politicians. 

¥ A data base of information relevant to the issues we advocate would be a help 
to Friends. 

¥ Postcards with brief suggestions for action would be helpful. 

¥ The age of criminal responsibility and the incarceration of first nations people 
remain major concerns. 

¥ When approaching politicians it helps to have prepared statements that can 
be presented. 

The meeting expressed strong support for Jessica in her role, and agreed that she 
would need support not to be too busy in the limited hours available. The possibility 
of finding funds to extend her appointment was also raised. 



Quakers and Refugees: Past, Present and Future 
Facilitator: Alan Clayton and Dorothy Scott, VRM 
Thursday 11 July 2024, 11:30 am ACST, venue-only. 

With a group of 12 Friends, we began with some well-known and not so well-known 
examples of how Quakers responded to the needs of refugees in the twentieth 
century.  

In examining current responses, we noted the wide range of activities of Australian 
Friends, and focussed on two initiatives in which we are directly involved. One of 
these is supporting refugees and asylum seekers in PNG who are subject to 
Australia’s offshore detention policies. The other is the international effort which 
began when the Taliban returned to power in 2021 to assist former Afghan peace 
workers to be resettled in Europe. Both these initiatives have been generously 
supported by Quaker funds. 

We concluded by examining the potential in Australia and elsewhere to create 
pathways for refugees to move to rural regions experiencing depopulation, and how 
this can shift the narrative from refugees as recipients of our charity to one where 
they are seen as valuable contributors to communities offering them a home. 

Quaker United Nations Offices (QUNO) 
Facilitators: Ronis Chapman, CRQ, and Aletia Dundas, VRM 
Thursday 11 July 2024, 4 pm ACST, hybrid. 

About 20 Friends gathered to hear about the work of the Quaker United Nations 
Offices.  
Ronis began with a brief outline of the QUNCs – Quaker United Nations Office 
Committees and our roles as Friends World Committee for Consultation (FWCC) 
representatives from the Asia West Pacific Section (AWPS) on the Geneva QUNC 
(Ronis) and New York QUNC (Aletia). 

Aletia shared about QUNO New York and its work. Quaker House allows for the quiet 
processes and off the record meetings. QUNO New York’s strategic focus is on 
building constituencies of support for people-centred and sustainable peace among 
key stakeholders at the UN, by working on Sustainable Development Goal 16, work 
together with Canadian Friends on Rights of Indigenous Peoples, supporting work on 
youth, peace and inclusion, and working with American Friends Service Committee 
on sharing information on the conflict in Gaza, as well as in Myanmar and on the 
Korean Peninsula.  



Ronis talked about the global challenge that QUNO tries to address – war, prejudice, 
injustice and the climate emergency. Then spoke of the current programs of QUNO 
Geneva to address these challenges – Human Rights and Refugees, the human 
impacts of climate change, and sustainable and just economic systems.  She also 
talked about plans to create more opportunities for QUNO staff to speak to us via 
webinars. 

We emphasised the opportunities for young people to join a summer school 
(Geneva) or apply to be a Programme Assistant (either office). We mentioned the 
resources that QUNO produce and encouraged Friends to register for the QUNO 
mailing list. The link to do this on the QUNO website is: https://quno.org/
opportunities 

Raising Peace Network 
Facilitator: Wies Schuiringa, NSWRM 
Wednesday 10 July 2024, 11:30 am ACST, hybrid.  

This session gave an introduction to the work of the Raising Peace network that 
includes Quakers Australia and many peace and faith organisations that Friends may 
be familiar with. The network shares information and insights to strengthen the 
peace movement. Through the network, peace workers encourage and support each 
other to keep on working for peace locally, nationally and internationally.  
Two Friends in person and two online listened to the 40 minutes podcast “Raising 
Peace: talking about Raising Peace” with discussion afterwards that included the 
“Show Integrity in Public Office” actions.  
The podcast is at: https://www.raisingpeace.org.au/resources/ podcast number 6   

Rainbow Friends and Allies Social Lunch 
Facilitator: self-organising.  
Tuesday 9 July 2024, 1 pm ACST, venue-only.   

A relaxed gathering of over 20 Friends found our way in the sun to an outdoor 
amphitheatre near the pool to enjoy lunch together. We caught up with old friends 
and met some new to Yearly Meeting or new to our Quaker LGBTIQA+ community.  

https://quno.org/opportunities
https://quno.org/opportunities


Resolving Conflict 
Facilitator: David Purnell, CRQ 
Tuesday 9 July 2024, 2 pm ACST, venue-only. 

This session involved over 20 Friends. After an introductory reading and silence, 
everyone was invited to speak about their interest in the theme. From that sharing it 
emerged that personal relationships, the prevalence of violence in community life, 
the state of the world, and applying Quaker principles were all factors in people’s 
minds when seeking to respond effectively to conflict situations at all levels. 

David Purnell shared his journey in nonviolence and conflict resolution. This was 
based on his upbringing in the Congregational Church with a positive example of 
living with the hope of the ongoing revelation of the ‘light and truth’ of God’s word. 
Joining Quakers added to this sense of being committed to finding creative ways to 
respond to aggression and conflict. He outlined his engagement in Life Line, 
Australian Frontier, working for Quakers and the UN Association. Learning the skills 
of mediation opened new opportunities to develop an agency of volunteers working 
together to provide a service to the Canberra community for handling disputes in 
neighbourhoods, families, and workplaces. Such agencies now exist in all parts of the 
country.  

He affirmed the value of offering space and time for people in conflict to listen and 
negotiate in good faith. His most recent commitment is to spreading the use of 
restorative practices such as family conferencing and sharing circles in the justice 
system, schools and community agencies. There is much potential for this approach 
on nonviolent communication, dialogue and openness to seeing that of God in 
others. Feedback during and after the session was encouraging as many identified 
with the importance of resisting feelings of hopelessness about ‘intractable’ conflicts 

Sale of the Devonshire Street Meeting House 
Facilitator: Mary Pollard, NSWRM 
Thursday 11 July 2024, 1:15 pm ACST, venue-only.  

A group of 15 Friends gathered to hear about the imminent sale of our beloved 
historic Devonshire Street Meeting House in Sydney near Central Station. Friends 
heard about the process leading to the sale and were able to share memories and 
express a little of the grief felt by many.  



Singing Quaker Stories 
Facilitator: Helen Gould, NSWRM 
Sunday 7 July 2024, 1:30 pm AEST, online-only. 

We had technical problems: my computer would not let me screen share; the tech 
people tried to help, to no avail.  Two people – including our amazing clerk – offered 
to use their computer.  

Five of us met, and we were intermittently able to screen share the songs.   I think 
we all enjoyed it.  We sang the George Fox song, Paulette Meier’s version of James 
Nayler’s !"#$#%&'$()$#%*$+,"-)*..?; /(0*$ '1$#&$#%*$/(2%#3$4%*$5"*.*)#$4*).* (on the 
need for Continuing Revelation – “show me how the Christ you talk about is living 
now”) and more.   

I sang some Advices and Queries.  Also a simple new piece:  6$7"*,#%*$8&"$9&'3$9&'$
7"*,#%*$8&"$:*3$;<=$8&"$9&'$,)+$<>92*)$8&"$:*3$4%,)-$9&'3$#%,)-$9&'3$#%,)-$9&'$
#"**?$$$

We finished most appropriately with, @&A$B,)$6$-**1$8"&:$.()2()2C     
Indeed: singing is so good for us; the spirit breathing through us and bringing us 
together. 

Spirit in the Soil 
Facilitators: Mardi Naulty, CRQ, Emily Chapman-Searle, SANTRM, Yarrow Goodley, 
Silver Wattle 
Tuesday 9 July 2024, 2 pm ACST, venue-only.  

Spirituality and gardening ... for some of us these things go hand in hand. As a time 
to slow down, listen, be active, be present, observe, notice our  leadings and inner 
nudges, while taking action for climate resilience, personal wellbeing, soil health and 
gorgeous plants.  

Friends met together outside on the lawn, during a sunny afternoon at Yearly 
Meeting. Drawing on a shared love of gardening and work in nature, we explored the 
ways that our experiences of these practices deepened and widened our spiritual 
experiences, and allowed for moments of awe and wonder. 

There was time for laughter and time for sharing, with particular joy being sparked in 
our introductory round by having to act out a favourite garden task and having the 
other participants mirror it back. 



Streamlining Quaker Communications 
Facilitator: Holly Dhynes, QA Communications and Publicity Manager 
Tuesday 9 July 2024, 11:30 am ACST, Barcoo Room, hybrid. 

This session was an opportunity to discuss improvements to communication 
between Regional Meetings and the national office. Editors of D#"*,:E()*. , The 
Australian Friend, RM Newsletters, and RM e-Notices shared insights, with about 
28 people attending in person and 12 online. Session participants openly discussed 
successes and challenges: 

Successes: 
¥ RM Newsletters offer a unique mix of regional events. 
¥ RM e-Notices are timely and relevant. 
¥ The Australian Friend has ample material for its quarterly publication. 
¥ D#"*,:E()*.  is easy to read and navigate. 
¥ Some Regional Meetings print newsletters for wider access. 

Challenges: 
¥ Duplication of material across newsletters. 
¥ Uncertainty about readership for some editors. 
¥ Website navigation difficulties. 
¥ Electronic communication excludes those without access. 
¥ Limited visibility of children and youth programs. 

Future ideas: 
¥ Sending news-worthy stories to local news outlets. 
¥ A common calendar for all regional events. 
¥ Exploring community building on Facebook or Signal. 
¥ Further meetings to continue improving communication. 

Next steps include a follow-up meeting and sending D#"*,:E()*.$to everyone in the 
national directory. Overall, the meeting fostered collaboration and generated ideas 
for improving communication.  



Wellspring Community Creation Care Listening Pilgrimage 
Facilitator: Lisa Wriley, NSWRM 
Tuesday 9 July 2024, 11:30 am ACST, hybrid. 

Eight people attended the session in person and three attended online. There was 
considerable interest in the first instance in who the Wellspring Community  is (not 
the centre in Victoria) and who the Iona Community is. 

Lisa Wriley took the group on a virtual journey across these lands from Wadjemup 
(Rottnest Island) to Coochiemudlo Island in Quandamooka Country, retracing the 
steps of a five week Listening Pilgrimage she was part of in late 2023, learning from 
over 30  First Nations people including Wellspring Community member and Wakka 
Wakka woman Brooke Prentis and also Ruth Harvey, Leader of the Iona Community. 

The themes and issues explored included caring for Country, Aboriginal spirituality, 
Celtic spirituality, Frontier wars, Colonisation, truth-telling and the Voice 
Referendum that took place in the middle of our Pilgrimage. Three Quaker funds 
supported aspects of the Pilgrimage.  The presentation can be viewed here.  

https://wellspring-community.com     https://iona.org.uk  

“Within listening distance of the silence we call God”.  
How does poetry open us to the sacred? 
Facilitator: Michael Griffith, NSWRM 
Sunday 7 July 2024, 1:30 pm AEST, online-only.  

An interactive reading and discussion of a number of poems by Australian, English 
and America poets that provoke the question: How can poetic language open our 
hearts and minds to an experience of the sacred? 

The session began with 6 people which grew to 10 around the middle of the session, 
but then diminished to 5 by the end. A good discussion was had about the presented 
poems, but there was a sense that two hours was too long to hold the attention. 
Next time I will trim the length to around 1.5 hours. But participants benefitted from 
the interactions that the poetry stimulated and reflected on how poetry can deepen 
our understanding of our inner life and help to guide us in our spiritual search. 

https://wellspring-community.com/
https://iona.org.uk/iona-learn/#1719416814265-946ad488-04cc
https://www.brookeprentis.com/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OmfPVR6yDfDSZ4cOzgRwxINp_0TLw7n2/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108077414802370414036&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://wellspring-community.com
https://iona.org.uk


YM24 Share & Tell  Contributed Papers	  

RESOLVING CONFLICT: REFLECTIONS BY DAVID PURNELL 

Note: This article arose from a Share and Tell session at YM 2024 in Adelaide, where 
over 20 people joined me in a talk and discussion on ways of resolving conflict. 

In my early years I was part of the community known as the Congregational Church, 
a Christian denomination based on the tradition of the Pilgrim Fathers who sought 
religious freedom by moving from Europe to North America. In Australia, the church 
became part of the Uniting Church of Australia some years after I left it to join the 
Quakers. I was inspired by a hymn we used to sing from the Congregational tradition 
which had the following words – We limit not the truth of God to our poor reach of 
mind, by notions of our day and sect – crude, partial and confined; No, let a new and 
better hope within our hearts be stirred, the Lord hath yet more light and truth to 
break forth from his Word”. This gave me a strong leading towards discerning 
ongoing revelation of truth and a commitment to work for a better world. Upon 
joining the Quakers in my twenties I found the emphasis on outward action arising 
from inner reflection exactly what I needed. Over the years it has led me to look for 
openings for dialogue and questioning to enhance my understanding of people and 
situations.  

I was fortunate to be mentored by several people in facilitating gatherings to focus 
on current social and personal issues – through Australian Frontier, Lifeline, and 
Quakers. As a result I learned more about being open to listening better and seeking 
ways to resolve difficulties without violence. I joined with others to form a new 
organization, the Conflict Resolution Service in Canberra, a mediation agency that 
trained volunteers to provide a voluntary space for those in conflict to meet with a 
‘third party’ to talk about their stories and perspectives using a process designed to 
move from the past through the present to the future. This service broadened from 
helping neighbours to supporting families, businesses, Public service departments, 
workers, and community groups. This included occasional ‘community meetings’ on 
local concerns such as town planning, the needs of young people, and ways to 
support those with disabilities. Government funding ensured the viability of the 



service, which continues today after 35 years. The success of the mediation work 
(averaging over 80% positive outcomes) depended upon thorough training of 
mediators, effective intake of clients to ensure their situation would benefit from our 
intervention, and debriefing and feedback for mediators and staff.  

In more recent years I have moved into the area of ‘restorative practice’ which arose 
as a way to enable those causing harm to others to meet with those affected by that 
harm, with a view to ‘restoring’ the relationship or situation. For me this began by 
using my mediation skills to convene family conferences involving young people who 
had offended in some way (e.g. minor stealing, doing damage to property). The 
police would refer the young person for a conference if the young person admitted 
the offence. My job was to speak with the offender and victims and their support 
family or group, bring them together using a process similar to mediation to allow 
everyone to be heard and then to design an outcome that would be consistent with 
the harm caused. Restorative justice and practice are now widely used for all types 
of offences including violent offences,  and all States and Territories have programs 
to make such ‘interventions’ and keep people away from the court system where 
possible. This is part of a growing awareness that using harsh legal sanctions, 
especially against young people and those caught up in ongoing criminal activity, 
reinforces negative attitudes within the community and sets up ongoing social and 
personal problems. Many schools are now using restorative approaches to build an 
environment of peacemaking in the classroom and the playground. 

Looking at the wider national and international scene, there are increasing 
tendencies towards seeing conflicts as ‘intractable’ and requiring hard-line 
responses, leading to violence and war on a scale at odds with the democratic and 
compassionate values we claim to embed in our lives individually and collectively. 
This is reflected in the distortion of budgets towards law ‘enforcement’ and ‘military 
strength’ rather than alternative restorative approaches and diplomatic skills. We as 
a colonialist culture are not learning enough about the traditional ways Indigenous 
groups have used methods of listening and sharing effectively to deal with conflicts.  
I have found that working as a ‘third party’ in enabling others to meet and work 
through their disputes has required me to be more reflective and silent, allowing the 
process and the inner strengths of the participants to make progress towards 
workable solutions. Time is needed for such an approach, to ensure that those 
involved are able to explore what has happened and then look for ways forward that 
are respectful and viable. I encourage everyone to look for opportunities to calm 
rather than escalate situations of disagreement and conflict, to use more open 
questions rather than challenges to those with whom we disagree or disapprove. 



Being ‘curious’ rather than judgemental towards others improves the chances of 
building peaceful relationships at all levels. As a wise Quaker I knew observed, it is 
better to treat an ‘enemy’ as a ‘stranger’ in order to bridge the gap between both 
and create the potential for becoming friends. 



From the river to the sea: exploration of Quaker perspectives on peace with justice 
in the Holy Land.  Share and Tell led by Aletia Dundas at YM 2024. 

While Friends were gathering for Yearly Meeting, Gaza was in the midst of what was 
widely described as a genocide, with at least 40,000 Gazans killed by the Israeli 
military in the preceding 9 months. Quakers in Australia had spoken out against 
Israel’s military attacks and restrictions of aid to Gaza, and many individual Friends 
had attended events supporting Palestinian rights. Yet, over conversations in various 
Quaker spaces it seemed increasingly clear that not all Friends were in unity about 
the situation in Palestine and Israel, with many expressing concerns about how 
Jewish people were experiencing the current situation.   

This Share and Tell was offered as an invitation to continue deep listening and 
sharing on these matters. Almost forty Friends attended, and additional chairs were 
gathered from nearby shacks in order to accommodate everyone. People were 
spilling out from the living room onto the verandah, representing a range of ages, 
regional meetings and experience with Quaker activism. 

The group listened to several quotes from Quaker peacemakers and activists 
including Palestinian Quaker Jean Zaru, civil rights activist Bayard Rustin and anti-
slavery campaigner Lucretia Mott, and were invited to respond to a range of queries 
in a worship sharing space. Friends shared out of the silence, taking their place at 
the door to the shack in order to be heard by all. 

How do we as Quakers deal with injustice and structural violence?  
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We heard from Friends with Jewish heritage as well as those with First Nations 
heritage who see parallels with apartheid, colonialism and occupation in their 
contexts, and the Palestinian experience. A Jewish Friend spoke of her life long 
commitment to resistance to oppression, and her shock of visiting Israel with her 
daughter and seeing “apartheid worse than it was in South Africa”. She spoke of 
conflict with family when she speaks up for Palestine.  “Each of those actions has 
cost me a little part of my soul”.  

Another Friend spoke of wanting to use her position of privilege to do all she can to 
resist violent oppression. One of her most pronounced leadings as a Quaker is to 
stand up and resist. Some Friends have been standing in support for Palestine, asking 
themselves “what would I want people in the international community to do if I 
were Palestinian”.  

How can proponents of nonviolence work alongside and see that of God in those 
who are committed to the same just future in other (sometimes violent) ways? 
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In thinking about how we as Quakers and pacifists are challenged by different 
responses to oppression and injustice, many spoke of discomfort, and of feeling 
compelled to act. One Friend reflected that one of our strengths as Quakers is that 
we don't have a creed. Thinking about the privilege of coming from a place where 
peace is around us and violence is perpetrated by ‘others’ we might reach the 
conclusion that people committing violence must be evil.  

Another Friend reflected that it is possible to hold two things simultaneously - that 
all killing is wrong; and that genocide is wrong. We acknowledged that, for some 
who have lived with oppression for their whole lives, violence seems like the only 
path. When we talk about nonviolence many of us come from a privileged place of 
being nurtured.  When people are badly traumatised, they resort to violence. How 
do we recognise this? “Often we judge without recognising where the violence 
comes from”.  

In what ways are we called to be angelic troublemakers in our context? 
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As “angelic troublemakers” and Pacifists, it is our role to keep nonviolent pathways 
open and elevate the stories of non-violent resistance. We acknowledged that our 
language needs to be careful in addressing the Israeli Government and not Jewish 
people. We want to avoid laziness in our conversations, to reject simplistic, false or 
misleading narratives. We acknowledge that there is God in the oppressor and the 
oppressed. Above all, we feel called to courageous action against oppression and for 
peaceful pathways. 

What does courageous action look like for us? 
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One Friend shared that courageous action is speaking out even when your words are 
not likely to be popular. The outpouring of support for Palestine since October last 
year has been unprecedented, and many Palestinians were overwhelmed by that. 
And at the same time there is a worry amongst Friends about being seen to be 
taking a side or being accused of being antisemitic. One Friend spoke of not being 
courageous, of stepping back, not attending rallies because of worries about 
appearing to take sides, but she sees now that this isn’t a time to sit back. She 
remembers a peacemaker who once said, “there is no one I will not talk to”.  

We heard that impartiality is fine when delivering humanitarian or medical aid, but 
not in the situation of ignoring atrocities.  We must be careful to ensure that our 
language in support for Palestine never strays into anti-Semitism or anti-Israel as a 
Country. We need to speak against the policies of the State of Israel. We were 
reminded that the violence occurring in Gaza did not begin on October 7, 2023. 
Palestinians were betrayed in 1917. They fought with Britain and still don’t have the 
right for independence. This is a longstanding injustice.  We are reminded of both 
our testimonies of peace and equality here. Some spoke of the courage to hold 
space for those who need it, for Palestinians who need it, for Israelis who are 
conflicted by their government’s actions, for Jewish people who are misrepresented 
by Israel. There needs to be a safe space for people to be the change we want to see. 
We seek the courage to speak out more often. We want to shout truth to power but 
are not always sure who holds the power and what we can do to make them listen. 
One Friend shared that it’s too late to just speak truth to power. We need to take 
power back.  

One Friend shared concern about the morally trite response where people don’t 
think, and just say “they’re as bad as each other” or “it's too complicated” or “one 
side is right and absolved of all wrong”.  Quakers believe that violence begets 
violence, and that the tender heart is our heart.  

The session ended with a final quote. 
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When the session came to a close a small group stayed on and planned a follow up 
session the following day to talk about next steps. About 15 Friends joined the follow 
up meeting and agreed on several actions to take. An action network was formed, 
and a couple of Friends drafted a letter of support to Ramallah Friends which was 
then endorsed by Australia Yearly Meeting. There are plans for further opportunities 
for Friends to learn, reflect and discern, particularly for Friends who have been 
unsure whether or how to engage. 



Friends in Stitches Share & Tell, with Sally O’Wheel and Tessa Spratt. 

We gathered in shack #67. There were only six of us because there were a lot of 
other interesting Share & Tells on at the same time.  

The Quaker Narrative Embroidery Project was inspired by the British Kendal Quaker 
Tapestry. During Yearly Meeting the 25 embroidered panels were displayed in the 
Barcoo Room, on the well lit stage and they attracted many Friends. They tell the 
history of Australian Quakers from Sydney Parkinson, the first Quaker to visit 
Australia with Captain Cook in 1770 to Silver Wattle, our education and spiritual 
centre in Bungendor.  

Two co-convenors of the FIS Committee led the Share and Tell. Tessa Spratt has been 
involved from the beginning and Sally O’Wheel has been active more recently.  
  
The participants had various experiences with the project. Ronis has been a 
supporter for a long time and longs to stitch but never gets to it. Marceline wants to 
learn the stitches and Susan is involved with lots of crafts but has been unable to 
stitch due to an injury. She is now ready to take it up again. Kirsty, Tessa’s daughter, 
has done a lot of shifting and organising panels over many years and she would like 
to get involved by doing some actual stitching.  

It was suggested to Friends that they start by stitching a self portrait, a practice piece 
for the panel we plan to do to commemorate the 2020 Yearly Meeting, held on 
Zoom for the first time. This panel will look like a zoom screen with 15 faces. Quakers 
are very challenged by the idea of stitching their own face, so it would also be 
possible to stitch a Friend’s face. A variety of styles and skills is encouraged.  

Marceline lives in Mildura and Susan in Ballarat. We had the idea of holding a 
workshop in Ballarat, which would be accessible to Susan and Kirsty and Marceline, 
travelling by the Mildura-Melbourne bus,. They could learn the stitches and perhaps 
finish the Ballarat Panel which was designed by Robin Sinclair and half stitched by 
Ellan. It has very good coloured cartoons so should be easy enough for someone to 
take up . 

We talked about where the panels should go after yearly Meeting. They have been in 
Sydney following the exhibition at NSW Parliament House.   It was decided to store 
them in Melbourne at Tessa’s place. We continually wonder where they will be 



permanently stored. Silver Wattle is a possibility and later I heard that a climate 
proof building is envisaged for Silver Wattle so that might work.  

Sally told the group of the Broken Hill plans. After Yearly Meeting she will visit 
Broken Hill, where a panel is being designed about Albert and Margaret Morris. They 
are famous in Broken Hill for saving the town in the 1930s from being buried in sand. 
They invented bush regeneration, fencing off feral animals and allowing the bush to 
regenerate naturally and holding the sand in place. As far as we knew, at the Share & 
Tell, there are no Quakers in Broken HIll today, but Sally has an artist friend, Susanne 
Jones, living there. She and Tessa had a Zoom meeting with Susanne and another 
community artist in Broken Hill where they explained the Embroidery project and 
invited them to become involved. They have now designed a panel and Sally will visit 
BH, taking some panels to show them, some wool fabric, and calico and an 
embroidery frame. She will meet with artists and stitchers in Broken HIll and get this 
panel started. Later someone told us there is a Quaker associated with Broken Hill, 
Paul Alcock, who has a store of knowledge about Albert and Margaret Morris.  

The Quaker Embroidery Project grows incrementally, stitch by stitch.  It is 
encouraging to meet with interested Friends at Yearly Meeting, connect with one 
another and seed ideas. We know we are creating  a lasting work of art which will 
reach out to new Friends for generations. Australian Quakers have a story and this is 
a powerful way to tell it. 



￼Share & Tell about QADO—the new Membership Directory 
QADO—Quakers Australia Directory Online  Michael Searle 

Some ten people gathered to learn something about QADO, which is newly released 
to QA. 

We are moving on from our previous SalesForce, which had many serious 
limitations. QADO has been custom-made for our purposes, using the database 
platform “Knack”. 

QADO enables all people who are listed to access their own profile, to update it, and 
ensure their information is recorded correctly. QADO is only available to listed 
Quakers; it is not accessible to outsiders. If there are some Friends who do not 
update their profiles, their Membership Secretary can do it on their behalf. Any 
Regional Meeting can have several people fulfil the role of their Membership 
Secretaries (SalesForce limited us to one). 

The information in our profiles will be available to FindaFriend—similar but better 
than the previous version. Office Holders in meetings can also access the information 
in QADO about any Friends. 

Our Share and Tell session went through these and other aspects of QADO. A 
presentation, some demonstrating, some questions. Some good enthusiasm! 

QADO needs a lot more publicising, and encouragement to all to engage with it.  

Go to https://www.quakersaustralia.info/IT  near the top of the page you will see   

¥ QADO -- the new QA Membership Directory Online 

Click on it. This takes you to a page in QADO. QADO is separate from the website; it 
works alongside it, but is not part of it. You have to log-in to QADO separately (we 
suggest you use the same password, though, to simplify memorising it). So, first 
time, you have to create a password. Once in, you will see items in the menu at the 
top of the page, which lead you to the various things you can do in QADO. 

You are encouraged to try it, and find it useful. 

Questions can be directed to Michael Searle (Michael.Searle@iiNet.net.au) 

https://www.quakersaustralia.info/IT
https://quakersaustralia.knack.com/member-directory


Jan de Voogd Peace Fund Committee Share and Tell Australian Yearly Meeting 
Adelaide 2024. 
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Jan De Voogd, a Quaker peace activist, died 
in January 2021 leaving his estate to be 
spent on projects which foster peace and 
social justice. The bequest is administered by 
the NSW Regional Meeting of the Religious 
Society of Friends (Quakers) through a 
committee of six Friends.$

Jan’s will specified that once the committee 
was established, it needed to disburse the 
funds within five years of his death and any 

leftover funds were to be distributed evenly between UNHCR and QSA (Quaker 
Service Australia).  

In his will and in previous communications with his executors, Jan stressed that his 
estate must be used for the benefit of communities, and not be spent on 
infrastructure such as buildings or vehicles. Funds may be used to cover 
administrative expenses, equipment, travel (including carbon offsets), publication 
costs and costs of monitoring.  

4%*$B&::(tt**$1"&B*..*.?$

From the beginning the committee rotated the roles of minutes taker, chair and 
agenda preparation. Meeting times were agreed to at the end of each meeting. A 
gmail email account was created which all committee members can access. Having 
this account also meant that google drive could be used to store all relevant 
documents.  

The committee decided that applications for project funding needed to reflect the 
Quaker testimonies of Simplicity, Peace, Integrity, Community, Equality and 
Sustainability and were initially invited from the Australian Quaker community and 
its contacts in early 2023. The committee also decided that applicants need to be a 
not-for-profit, incorporated organisation or be an individual who conducts the 
project under the auspice of such an organisation. The organisation needed to have 
its legal base in Australia.  



A solicitor was hired to assist with drawing up a contract which has formed the basis 
of the agreements with each project partner. Including in this is the schedule of 
payments and the regular project reports required.  

All committee members have the responsibility of being the main contact person for 
a number of projects as well as a backup contact person for other projects.  

We are currently working on an evaluation tool to share with each of the project 
partners.  

4%*$1"&U*B#.?$

There are now thirty one projects that have received funding. Some of these 
projects have been completed. Three of the thirty-one projects receiving funds were 
showcased at Yearly Meeting. These are Manus Lives Matter, Gaia Senegal and 
Anaiwan language and culture. These were selected to show the breadth of the 
projects. 

Manus Lives Matter. 

This project supports refugees and asylum seekers subject to Australia’s offshore 
detention policies. After the return of the Taliban in 2021, support was extended to 
their families remaining in Afghanistan. This was essential to address the deep 
distress and anguish the men were experiencing about the situation of their families 
still in Afghanistan. The Jan de Voogd Peace Fund is supporting four of these ten 
families. 

Gaia Senegal  

Gaïa is a social enterprise based in Senegal, West Africa focussing on sustainable 
development. Gaïa is forprofit, but also for social and environmental impact. Our 
organic farm in Senegal is producing a range of organic fruits, vegetables and honey 
for sale on the local market. In this way, we are creating jobs and boosting the local 
economy. We are also improving nutrition and promoting better resource and 
environmental management. With Gaïa, we have a triple bottom line approach, and 
we are contributing positively towards the Sustainable Development Goals (UN 
SDGs).  

In year 1 we have created 8 out of 12 organic farming / permaculture jobs for locals. 
We are in the process of supporting 5 local nutrition sites with some of our organic 



produce to improve health and nutrition and reduce the rates of child malnutrition. 
Through training trainers and local farmers, in partnership with government, local 
companies and NGOs, on better environmental practices and organic farming /
permaculture, follow up and accompaniment, we estimate at least 3,000 ha of land 
restored to the benefit of local communities in Kaffrine. Men, women, young people 
and people living with a disability were involved in these trainings. 

Reviving Anaiwan Culture and Protecting Anaiwan Country 

The Jan de Voogd Peace Fund has been instrumental in fortifying our role as an 
Anaiwan Organisation, enabling us to deliver essential community services centred 
around culture, language, and country.  

In 2023 these included: 

● 6 week Anaiwan Language Program with the Uralla Elders Group Anaiwan Song 
and Dance Camp 

● 5 x 6 week Anaiwan Language Programs with Drummond Primary School, 
Minimbah Preschool 

● Community Dance Classes 

● Recorded Yaka Āyina (First illustrated Anaiwan language book). 

In 2024: 

¥ We have 6-Week Anaiwan Language Programs organised to take place within 
2 schools for each remaining Term for 2024 

¥ We have also created more resources such as our Anaiwan Body Parts posters. 

¥ We’re organising a Junior Ranger program with the local Armidale Secondary 
College, this will allow two students to attend our bush block once a week and 
work alongside our Rangers and other team members. 

¥ We will also be working with an Elders Group to undertake language, family 
history and skinship programs.  

¥ As of May 1 2024, we have commenced our Women’s Group programs  

<#%*"$8')+*+$1"&U*B#.Y$



For the full list of thirty-one projects receiving funding please go to Jan de Voogd 
Peace Fund | Australia Yearly Meeting (quakersaustralia.info)where these are 
posted.  

We hope to present again at YM25 as there has been a lot of interest in both the 
projects and the committee’s processes.   

https://www.quakersaustralia.info/organisation/regional-meetings/new-south-wales-regional-meeting/jan-de-voogd-peace-fund
https://www.quakersaustralia.info/organisation/regional-meetings/new-south-wales-regional-meeting/jan-de-voogd-peace-fund


Friends Peace Teams/Asia West Pacific  

Valerie Joy AYM Representative on Global Peace Teams 
Committee 

Australia Yearly Meeting joined Friends Peace Teams at Yearly Meeting January 2013. 
At that time the group in Asia was called the 6)+&)*.(,$ 6)(ti, ti0*. Later that year 
Valerie organised an AVP team from Australia, Indonesia and the Philippines to take 
AVP training to Bohol in the Philippines. John Michaelis helped expand AVP in Nepal 
(started earlier by Aletia Dundas) and Nadine Hoover developed ties with 
peaceworkers in South Korea who opposed the US naval base on Jeju Is.  

 

Thus, the Asia West Pacific Region of Friends Peace Teams was born. It has expanded 
to Malaysia and Myanmar and we are open to Pacific Island and other groups 
becoming partners. 

At each succeeding Yearly Meeting, a report on our work has been made to the 
Peace Session; a report written for Documents in Advance and a Share and Tell has 
portrayed a different aspect of our work. 
In preparation for Yearly Meetings in January and July 2024, QRM submitted reports 
asking for greater support from Regional Meetings into the life of FPT/AWP. 



Some additional support/collaboration has been promised by QSA and The Friends 
School and individuals have shown an interest in support for our Peaceworkers. 

Friends Peace Teams is a voluntary network, and therefore has certain strengths and 
certain limitations. Friends Peace Teams is where: 

1.Quakers called to justice and peace ministries  from around the world can 
gather. We become colleagues, learn from one another, exchange feedback, 
share discernment, and get support.  

2.People of all backgrounds  working for justice and peace in the manner of 
Friends are welcome.  

3.Quakers or others called to support those working for justice and peace can 
connect with those doing the work around the world. We have five Regional 
Teams, which each have regional nominations and finance support teams, 
and four Global Support Teams. There are endless opportunities to 
volunteer time, skills, knowledge, and funds to support this work. Each team 
meets monthly and needs help clerking, recording, and doing simple tasks 
as time allows.  

4.People of all ages are encouraged to find their place  in the work and 
respected in this multi-generational work.  

We support one another’s direct actions for justice and peace based on mutual 
discernment, so we can work in many places and do many different types of work. 
What binds us together is Quaker practice and the Alternatives to Violence Project 
special topic series developed focused on justice and peace. 

Kins Aparece: Coordinator FPT/AWP 



Ways to get involved:  
¥Join an AVP Justice and Peace workshop. This is typically a great place to start. 

Setting up scholarships for students and faculty to participate regularly 
would set a solid foundation and help people get to know each other. 
Australia has a strong AVP network, and you could ask for help to learn our 
special topics for justice and peace.  

￼  

¥Join an FPT Regional Team or Global Support Team. These include: African 
Great Lakes, Asia West Pacific, Europe and Middle East, North America, or 
Latin America; or Communications, Nominations, Peace Ministries, or 
Resource Sharing. Each of these meets monthly. Attendance is all that’s 
required — and matters! We need clerks, recording clerks, treasurers, 
fundraisers, and so forth, to take on simple tasks occasionally over the year.  

¥Become a Yearly Meeting Representative.  Each yearly meeting can have 
several representatives, forming their own Peace Team.  

¥Share our news.  Assign a work study student or student project to read the 
FPT news, give feedback or ask questions of the authors, and share 
interesting news with your community. FPT has no staff for this, so we need 
you to be our outreach! 

¥Start your own AVP Justice and Peace focused workshops. We would love to 
support AVP anywhere that wants to add this focus to your work. We can 
share the special topics we’ve found essential to support our work: Basic 
AVP on Transforming Power, plus trauma resiliency, developmental play, 
liberation from oppression, and discerning a consensus of conscience.  

¥Start a Power of Goodness Team.  These are 1.5-2 hour AVP mini-workshops 
organized around a theme and a story. Teams of teen and young adults have 
been highly successful with this. Facilitators attend an AVP J&P training at 
least annually, then apprentice as facilitators in short events to introduce 



AVP and concerns of justice and 
peace in your community. We 
h a v e a m o n t h l y o n l i n e 
consultation to support teams 
worldwide and learn from one 
another.  

¥Start a Justice and Peace 
Library. This is technical work 
and better discussed with a 
librarian directly, but it does 
create opportunities for interns 
to work and connect stories and 
local read aloud sessions with 

experiences from Friends Peace Teams.  

 

Peace Library at Bantayan Is, Cebu, Philippines 
¥Selly and children from Holei Roo Orphange in West Papua-their Peace Library. 



¥Online Internships.$ F*$
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B&&"+(),#&". and rely on 
their capacity to support 
interns. Friends Peace 
T e a m s p r o v i d e s 
whatever the school 
coordinator needs for 
their “learning portal or 
platform.”  
¥Onsite Internships. One 
o f F P T I n t e r n s h i p 
C o o rd i n ato rs co u l d 
discuss this with the 
school’s internship or 
s e r v i c e l e a r n i n g 
coordinator. It would be 
custom designed and 
well documented before 
opening it to applicants. 

FPT cannot cover the costs of any of our internships, so that is up to the 
student or the school.  

Nanik, Principal of Joglo Pre-School 

R u w a i d a h , P o w e r o f 
Goodness Team  
Coordinator, Indonesia. 

Join Us- You are very welcome! 



Supporting the Afghan families of AustraliaÕs offshore Refugees

Dorothy Scott (Victoria Regional Meeting)

In 2019, refugee advocate and volunteer Jan Trewhella established ‘Our Afghan Families’ 
to provide basic necessities to the families still in Afghanistan of those refugees caught in 
Australia’s offshore detention system and awaiting resettlement in Canada. 

When the Taliban returned to power in August 2021, the Afghan refugees were plunged 
into despair, fearing their families still in Afghanistan would be persecuted by the Taliban. 
Most of these refugees were Hazaras, a persecuted religious and ethnic minority in 
Afghanistan. Some of the refugees had fled Afghanistan a decade earlier as they were on 
the Taliban’s death list. 

Already traumatised and stranded in PNG after enduring years of detention and ill-
treatment on Manus Island or Nauru, these men felt completely powerless to protect their 
wives and children now that the Taliban were back in power. Their original plan of seeking 
refuge in Australia and then bringing their families here to safety had long been shattered 
by the Operation Sovereign Borders policy of successive Australian governments.

The fears of the men were well founded as there have now been numerous cases of their 
sons and brothers suffering from severe physical assaults by the Taliban, and threats of 
sexual violence and forced “marriages” of their adolescent daughters to members of the 
Taliban.  

A pathway to Canada was established in 2019 for refugees in offshore detention by the 
Refugee Council of Australia and the Canadian resettlement NGO, MOSAIC. The Victorian 
Quaker Fund, the Yearly Meeting Thanksgiving Fund and QSA have provided essential 



support for the refugees as they await resettlement in Canada. This has been a lifeline as 
the conditions in PNG have continued to deteriorate.

￼

One of the Operation not Forgotten refugees is greeted as he arrives in Canada

Covid and other factors have led to enormous delays in processing their applications for 
resettlement in Canada and the waiting period has increased from two years to now four 
years.  The Afghan men were losing hope that they would ever get to Canada and the 
prospect of being reunited with their families was fading fast.

Robyn Fetter, a volunteer with Operation not Forgotten, and Jan Trewhella from Our 
Afghan Families, joined forces and have worked tirelessly to raise funds so that ten Afghan 
families can obtain essential food, fuel for cooking and heating, and medical care. In doing 
so, Jan and Robyn have developed close relationships with these Afghan families and 
provided emotional as well as practical support. 

Knowing that their families were being supported helped bring the Afghans subject to 
offshore detention back from the brink of despair and suicide. Some of their families are in 



hiding in Kabul. Others are in remote villages, hoping to escape the attention of the 
Taliban. One family had to flee to a neighbouring country to protect an adolescent girl from 
sexual advances by the Taliban.

Slowly, things have begun to move. To date:

¥ 69 refugees from a range of nationalities have arrived in Canada, of whom 38 have 
completed the one-year settlement program and 31 are in their first year

¥ 47 refugees are still waiting to go to Canada

¥ 102 family members are waiting to go to Canada, of whom 38 are relatives of men 
who have arrived and 64 are relatives of men still waiting to go to Canada

Finding the money to send to the ten families in Afghanistan every six weeks has become 
a real struggle. Individual donors had been keeping Our Afghan Families going but as time 
has passed it has proved harder and harder to sustain the level of donations required. In 
June 2023 the Jan de Voogd Peace Fund made a grant of $25,000 which covered the 
needs of four of the ten families from June 2023 to June 2024. To support all ten families, it 
is necessary to raise a total of $8,000 every six weeks. 

Most of the family groups are large, with several adolescent and young adult sons and 
daughters. The girls and young women in these families are at high risk of sexual 
predation. The Taliban have prevented women from earning a living and banned girls from 
undertaking secondary and tertiary education. 

Despite this adversity and uncertainty, the courage and determination of the young 
members of these Afghan families is extraordinary. This painting below, titled Young 
Afghan Girl Fleeing her Country, is the work of a 16-year-old girl. She has taught herself to 
draw and paint. The figure in her painting is clothed in the colours of the Afghan flag, 
symbolising the aspirations of young Afghan women, as well as her own aspirations, for 
freedom and safety in a new land. 



￼

A painting “Young Afghan Girl Fleeing her Country” by the 16-year-old daughter of a refugee still stranded in 
PNG



Gifted in languages, her older sister expresses the same hopes in this poem she sent to 
me and which I treasure.

I am the offspring of the ocean's depths, 
A kin to the radiant Sun's warm breath. 
Connected to the rain, my kindred spirit, 
Refined by the wind's gentle breeze  
I shun all restraints, fetters that bind, 
Embracing freedom in heart and mind.                    

These two inspiring young women and their siblings have not seen their father in 12 years, 
and their mother has suffered serious health problems. The father too is unwell and 
remains stranded in PNG. He has been approved to go to Canada but is still longing for 
the day when he will get there, and for the day he and his family will rejoice in being 
reunited on Canadian soil. The other nine Afghan families being supported are enduring a 
similar ordeal. 

Let us hold in the Light these long-suffering Afghan refugees, subject to offshore detention 
in our name, and their long-suffering families. 

Donations (not tax deductible) to support this group of ten Afghan families can be made to:

St George Bank/Bank of Melbourne!

Name: ! ! !! Our Afghan Families

BSB: ! ! ! !  193-879

Account: ! 474 030 893

Please send an email to Jan Trewhella (jantrewhella@icloud.com) if you make a donation so we 
can thank you.

If there are any questions, please contact Dorothy Scott on 0430 150 560 or by email 
(dorothy@avonsfield.com.au).

mailto:jantrewhella@icloud.com
mailto:dorothy@avonsfield.com.au


Asia Pacific Peace Research Association Conference Sri Lanka 2024 

POSITIVE PEACE. —  APPRA and IPRA 

David Evans SANTRM (ESLM) 

Introduction 

The Asia Pacific Peace Research Association Conference  (APPRA) 2024 was held at 
the University of Vavuniya in Sri Lanka   7-10 March last. My Paper entitled, ‘Social 
Emergence - Local to Global - Lessons in Peacemaking’ 
was on this occasion presented by ZOOM. In 2015 I was able to attend the APPRA 
Conference in Kathmandu, and in 2018 the International Peace Research Association 
(IPRA) Conference in Ahmedabad in India. 

The Asia-Pacific Peace Research Association (APPRA) is one of the 5 regional 

organizations under the umbrella organisation International Peace Research 
Association (IPRA).  APPRA has a mission to contribute to the realisation of the 
fullness of peace, justice and humanity through peace research; peace education; 
and peace advocacy. IPRA is a global network founded in 1964  and promotes peace 
by supporting national organisations, hosting conferences, publishing and supporting 
the publication of peace-promoting journals. 



Quakers have played significant roles in International Peace Organisations. IPRA in 
fact was founded by Elise M. Boulding In 1964. Elise and Kenneth Boulding have each 
been AYM Backhouse Lecturers  (f*))*#%$()$\]^g$h$4%*$d0&E'ti&),"9$5&#*)ti,E$<8$
i',-*"(.:3$,)+$dE(.*$()$\]]^?$h$<'"$;%(E+"*)3$&'"$5,"#)*".3$!$)*A$0(.(&)$8&"$.&B(,E$
,Bti&)$()$#%*$=\.#$B*)#'"9?j  At the International level Adam Curle  is another Quaker 1

who in 1973 became the first Professor of Peace Studies at the University of 
Bradford.  

Local Peacemaking  

a&:,)B*$#",2*+9$&8$ka&:*&$,)+$Q'E(*#k$D#9E*Y$!$ .#'+9$()$ i',E(#,ti0*$a*.*,"B%$A(#%$

.1*B(,E$8&B'.$&)$6)+(,$,)+$K*1,E$()$#%*$ti:*$1*"(&+$\]]lP=m\l 3$is the title of my Ph =

D study with the Peace Studies Unit at the University of New England in Armidale 

NSW. It is a study in local peacemaking. The storyline is of lovers in India who prefer 

to die rather than be separated. 1993 is pivotal. Previously the lethal violence 

towards such lovers who broke social rules was reported locally or not at all, and 

passed over within the local communities. Reportings in the wider press of India and 

internationally began in 1993. Over a 20 year period a community response 

mounted with involvement of the Federal Government and the High Court of India. 

In the study most reportings occurred in 2012 (n=37) and this is likely to reflect the 

number of annual killings  of couples of the previous era. 

The stories  of the thesis with stepping stones to peace are presented in a book 
entitled 5"*.*)#$n,9$a&:,)B*$4",2*+9$&8$a&:*&$,)+$Q'E(*#$D#9E*,  noting, 3

• There are marital taboos in every culture. 
• Romance is compulsive.  
• Human rights are allowed or withheld by the society or family within which a 

person lives. 
• Nonviolence is the first acceptable end point. 

 (https://www.quakersintheworld.org/quakers-in-action/4/Adam-Curle )1

 https://hdl.handle.net/1959.11/169642

 https://www.balboapress.com/en/bookstore/bookdetails/828572-present-day-romance-tragedy3

https://www.quakersintheworld.org/quakers-in-action/4/Adam-Curle
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&sca_esv=b97a298801241196&rls=en&sxsrf=ADLYWIKPBeyKM2_pJjf57vyUQcraj1fzWQ:1722057811759&q=Elise+Boulding&si=ACC90ny8E30vD16OoPAAI4cStfcliGy35W8UAhb0TsHNc_ISQbdYXAHkZL0Lq4th4pJCJ-UjGgcC76kXmavBdRCrmB5JMuXWbUB9E-B8simyiBTbBwmKtpk9FimmpqRAQV7Q1swzv11qL4GopRVzNwjjWHnxXiGxhHvHaesOTQkzO_1bXVDqAqEhh2iCoDHTzq7ZZxGiclTt5YEQoLTnUu7-Tfm9LYA8qg%3D%3D&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj1-puhvcaHAxU7XWwGHdWNMb4QmxMoAHoECCYQAg


• Appropriate law and order is imperative. 
• Family estrangement remains a legal option. 
• Reconciliation is good and can happen at any time. 
• Acceptance which may involve renouncing  previously held convictions is very 

good. 
• Welcome and celebration is ideal. 

Global Peacemaking 

Positive Peace 

Johan Vincent Galtung (1930-2024) is acknowledged as principal founder of the 

discipline of Peace and Conflict Studies. Galtung‘s Mini Theory of Peace   is made up 4

of two concepts, Negative Peace that implies non-violence, and Positive Peace which 

is the presence of harmony with the elimination of structures that inhibit human 

potential and performance.  

Positive Peace is in fact echoed by Indigenous Australians who practice Makaratta, a 

complex Indigenous Australian Yolngu word describing a process of conflict 

resolution, peacemaking and justice. 

SV,-,"",#,$%,.$.&$:,)9$E,9*".$&8$:*,)()23S$.,9.$V*""(-(9,A'9$o,),:7,""P

D#'77.3$,$o':,#U$A&:,)$,)+$1"()B(1,E$&8$!")%*:$/,)+k.$Z(""-,E,$DB%&&E?$

S4%*$fi".#$&)*3$,)+$#%*$:,()$&)*3$(.$1*,B*$,ft*"$,$+(.1'#*? $

S6#$B,)$7*$,$)*2&ti, ti&)$&8$1*,B*3$&"$,$)*2&ti, ti&)$,)+$,)$,2"**:*)#$A%*"*$

7&#%$1,"ti*.$ ,2"**$#&$&)*$#%()2$ .&$#%,#$#%*"*$ (.$ )&$+(.1'#*$&"$ )&$&#%*"$7,+$

8**E()23S$$

The 2023  Australian Referendum for this constitutional change was lost. However 

the Makaratta  vision seeking  Voice, Treaty and Truth remains.  

 https://www.galtung-institut.de/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Mini-Theory-of-Peace.pdf4



World War II provides an example of Negative and Positive peace and emphasises 

how long the positive peace process may take. War in the Pacific ended in 1945 

when the writer was nine years old, and who, as a stamp collector bought blocks of 

four of the new PEACE stamps. Everyone was happy the war was over. However, 

reflecting back, dropping atomic bombs and calling it Peace is a unilateral one-sided 

declaration of Peace — Negative Peace. On May 8th 2020, the City of Berlin enjoyed 

a one-day holiday, a Day of Liberation celebrating the 75th anniversary of the ending 

of the War in Europe, an end to The Third Reich. It took  75 years to get to Positive 

Peace 

Writing for American Studies Virtual University Kai-Arne Zimny in an article entitled 

“May 8 – Celebrating the End of World War II as a German”  writes. 5

ON$9*,".$,2&3$#%*$A&"E+$.(2%*+$()$"*E(*8?$!ft*"$.(>$2"'*.&:*$9*,".$,)+$&0*"$Om$

:(EE(&)$E&.#$E(0*.3$F&"E+$F,"$66$A,.$fi),EE9$&0*"?$V,9$p3$\]gN3$:,"-*+$7&#%$#%*$

*)+$&8$,$"'#%E*..$"*2(:*$,)+$#%*$A,"$()$d'"&1*H??$!#$\\Ym\$1?:?3$#%*$A,"$()$

d'"&1*$ A,.$ &ffi B(,EE9$ &0*"?$ 6)$ #%*$ r?D?$ ,)+$ #%*$ rf3$ #%*$ +,9$ (.$ B*E*7",#*+$ ,.$

Ws(B#&"9$()$d'"&1*$n,93[$ ,)+$8&"$+*B,+*.3$V,9$p$t,)+$()$ .&:*$B,.*.$V,9$]j$

%,.$ 7**)$ ,$ %&E(+,9$ ()$ 0,"(&'.$ d'"&1*,)$ B&')#"(*.$ u$ 7'#$ )&#$ ()$ o*":,)9?$

@&A*0*"3$8&"$ (#.$ON#% ,))(0*".,"93$#%*$n,9$&8$ /(7*",ti&)$%,.$7**)$+*BE,"*+$ ,$

&)*Pti:*$%&E(+,9$()$`*"E()?$ 

For a number of years following WWII the writer remembers feeling discomfort 

talking with German people. An acquaintance of the writer left her home in 

Germany aged 9, and said, v6$A,.$#A*)#9$fi0*$7*8&"*$6$2&#$&0*"$#%*$*:7,"",..:*)#$&8$

7*()2$o*":,)b?$

 American studies 2020, May 8 celebrating the end of World War II as a German  Kai-Arne Zimny 5

http://blog.asjournal.org/may-8-celebrating-the-end-of-world-war-ii-as-a-german/

http://blog.asjournal.org/contributor/?contributor=Kai-Arne%252520Zimny


Mediation	  

 Martti Ahtisaari former president of Finland was awarded the Noble Prize for Peace 

in 2008 for his role in international mediation. In introducing Conversations with 

Martti Ahtisaari (b 1937), interviewer Vasu Gounden pays tribute to Ahtisaari’s 6

commitment to peace throughout the world, saying, ‘From Namibia to Kosovo, the 

2008 Nobel Peace Laureate and former president of Finland has played an 

indispensible role in nurturing peaceful resolutions to many of our era’s most 

complex crises.’  $The Martti Ahtisaari Peace Foundation founded in 2000 is an 

independent Finnish non-governmental organisation that works to prevent and 

resolve conflict through informal dialogue and mediation and has grown to be a 

leader in the field of international peacemaking. The Crisis Management Initiative 

(CMI) shares the commitment of developing innovative solutions to tackle issues at 

the heart of political conflict that prevent peace processes from moving forward. 

W;V6b.$*)+'"()2$0(.(&)$(.$#%,#$,EE$B&)fl(B#.$B,)$7*$"*.&E0*+?$F*$7*E(*0*$1*&1E*$%,0*$

#%*$B,1,B(#9$#&$1'".'*$1*,B*8'E$B%,)2*3$*0*)$,:(+$B9BE(B,E$8&":.$&8$0(&E*)B*[? 

Israel	 	  

Standing Together 

Standing Together  is a grassroots organisation of recent origin in Israel, making a 7

public stance for Arab Jewish peace in Israel and Palestine. The organisation affirms 

the current socio-political reality in Israel is unbearable saying, 

 ACCORD (2012 NOVEMBER 1) Conversations with Ahtisaari  https://www.accord.org.za/6

publication/conversations-with-ahtisaari/

 Standing together, 2019 Our theory of change https://www.standing-together.org/en7

https://www.accord.org.za/publication/conversations-with-ahtisaari/
https://www.accord.org.za/publication/conversations-with-ahtisaari/
https://www.standing-together.org/en


“r)*)+()2$ &BB'1, ti&)$ 8**+.$ 0(&E*)B*3$ 8*,"3$ ,)+$ %,#"*+$ 7*#A**)$ 6.",*E(.$ ,)+$

5,E*.ti)(,).?$ dB&)&:(B$ ()*_',E(#9$ (.$ A(+*)()2?$ 5&0*"#9$ (.$ +**1*)()2?$ 6.",*Eb.$

5,E*.ti)(,)$:()&"(#9$8,B*.$()B"*,.()2$+(.B"(:(),ti&)?$F&:*)3$V(I",%(:3$(::(2",)#.3$

#%*$ /o`4iw$ B&::')(#93$ #%*$ *E+*"E93$ ,)+$ 1*&1E*$ A(#%$ +(.,7(E(ti*.$ ,"*$ :,"2(),E(I*+$

.&B(,EE93$ *B&)&:(B,EE93$ ,)+$ 1&E(tiB,EE9?$ F&"-()2$ 1*&1E*$ :'.#$ E,7&'"$ 8&"$ *0*"$ E&)2*"$
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B&::')( ti*.$u$Q*A(.%$,)+$!",7x$V(I",B%($,)+$!.%-*),I(x$F&:*)3$V*)3$,)+$,EE$&#%*"$

2*)+*".x$ .*B'E,"$ ,)+$ "*E(2(&'.x$ "'",E$ ,)+$ '"7,)?$ 4&$ 7'(E+$ #%(.$ B&,E(ti&)3$ A*$ A(EE$
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Palestinian Israeli marriage 

In March 2022 Israel’s parliament passed a law denying naturalization to Palestinians 

from the occupied West Bank or Gaza married to Israeli citizens .  Israel's 21% Arab 8

minority - who are Palestinian by heritage and Israeli by citizenship - are barred from 

extending citizenship and permanent residency rights to Palestinian spouses forcing  

Palestinian families to either emigrate or live apart. 

The decades-old Israeli-Palestinian conflict has often fed tensions between Israel's 

majority Jews and the 20 percent Arab minority. According to the most recent 

national marriage data available, for 2015, just 23 out of some 58,000 weddings 

were between Arabs and Jews. 

 Reuters.Henrietta Chacar (2022 March 11) IsraelÕs Knesset passes law barring Palestinian spouses. 8

https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israels-knesset-passes-law-barring-palestinian-
spouses-2022-03-10/



The Times of Israel reports difficulties faced by Arab Jew Israeli citizens who marry. A 

minister and a Likud lawmaker recently criticized popular Israeli Arab news anchor 

Lucy Aharish and Jewish actor Tsahi Halevi, star of international TV hit “Fauda,” for 

getting married in an interfaith wedding in a private ceremony . Interior Minister 9

Aryeh Deri told Army Radio the celebrity union was “not the right thing to do,” 

saying that “assimilation is consuming the Jewish people.” Deri said that with a 

Muslim mother and Jewish father, the couple’s children would face “serious 

problems” in Israel, and urged Aharish to convert to Judaism 

EIN RAFA (JTA) — The house of Michal Baranes and Yakub Barhum  surrounded by a 10

lush garden encircling a set of stone steps off a steep road in this small, pastoral 

Arab-Israeli village, feels like a tranquil respite from the crowded and hectic country 

that surrounds it.Their life feels removed as well. The couple — Barhum is an Arab, 

Baranes a Jew — and their children belong to a small minority of Arab-Jewish 

families in a country where divisions often run along fault lines of religion and 

nationality. They try not to watch the news. Instead they have attempted to create a 

different reality both at home and in their acclaimed restaurant,  Majda, on the 

ground floor of their house. They serve traditional dishes sourced from ingredients 

grown in the village, giving a largely Jewish-Israeli clientele a taste of local Arab 

cuisine and, they say, of a world where Jews and Arabs can know and respect each 

other a bit more. 

These are stories of Positive Peace. 

 Jewish-Arab couples https://www.timesofisrael.com/fuss-over-celebrity-wedding-highlights-9

difficulties-faced-by-jewish-arab-couples/

 FORWARD  Haaretz/Hedai Offaim (2013 September 17) https://forward.com/opinion/184087/10

middle-east-peace-one-kitchen-at-a-time/

https://www.timesofisrael.com/fuss-over-celebrity-wedding-highlights-difficulties-faced-by-jewish-arab-couples/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/fuss-over-celebrity-wedding-highlights-difficulties-faced-by-jewish-arab-couples/
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g1765603-d2637064-Reviews-Majda-Abu_Ghosh_Jerusalem_District.html
https://forward.com/authors/haaretz-hedai-offaim/


Discussion 

Vision and leadership  

Nelson Mandela’s statement , 11

v??$#%*$:&.#$+(ffi B'E#$#%()2$(.$#&$B%,)2*$9&'".*E8$()$#%*$E(2%#$&8$#%*$B&)+(ti&).$#%,#$8,B*$

9&'3$,)+$"*B&)B(E*$*:&ti&).$,)+$8**E()2.$A(#%$"*,E(#9?$`'#$#%*$A&".#$8,(E'"*$A&'E+$7*$

#%,#$())&B*)#$:*)3$A&:*)$,)+$B%(E+"*)$.%&'E+$.%*+$#%*("$7E&&+$7*B,'.*$&8$,$E,B-$&8$

1&E(tiB,E$B&:1"&:(.*b?$ 

Compromise applies locally in romance tragedy and globally in current wars. George 

Ellis (b 1939) , a cosmologist, mathematician, and ethical philosopher, speaks of 12

moral reality in the same vein as he speaks of cosmological reality and mathematical 

reality underlying the world and the universe. Today, the vision of peace is a reality 

waiting to be discovered with resolution of disputes along the way. 

Globally the pathway to peace has much in common with the pathway to peace in 

local communities. 

¥ Military ceasefire equates to non-violence being the first acceptable endpoint. 

¥ Humanitarian international law needs to be honoured. 

¥ Sanctions remain  as options. 

¥ Acceptance of normal relations as soon as is opportune. 

¥ Reconciliation is good and can accompany rebuilding. 

¥ Social acceptance of differing minority cultures is necessary. 

¥ Celebrating the achievement of peace is the goal, however long it takes . 

 Facebook Nelson Mandela Quotes (2020 Feb 20) https://www.facebook.com/nelsonmandela/11

posts/one-of-the-most-difficult-things-is-not-to-change-society-but-to-change-yourself/
3148420858502015/

 The Royal Society George Ellis Biography (accessed January 3o 2024) 12

https://royalsociety.org/people/george-ellis-11396/#:~:text=Biography,was first investigated by Einstein.



Conclusion 

The tension between Social Emergence and Social Regulation remains at the local 

level and at the global level. Common sense tells us that violent action is waste. 

Suicide and murder is gross waste at the individual level. War is, and always has 

been, horrific and destructive waste. Common sense also tells us that problems of 

evil intent will continue to arise necessitating a watching brief involving individuals at 

the local level and societal movements at the national level. Education for Positive 

Peace from Kindergarten to Maturity is the standing agenda. In the words of 

Boaventura de Sousa Santos, the current paradigm is one of hope based on reality, 

v1"'+*)#$ -)&AE*+2*$ 8&"$ ,$ +*B*)#$ E(8*b?   The attainment and maintenance of \l

peaceful relationships is work for all.  Telling good stories of Positive Peace gives us  

hope. Community and World opinion is the arbitrator of good and evil.  Working for 

peace with a spirit of goodwill, the everyday task. Peace is the enjoyment of good 

relationships. 

 Rowan and Littlefield Ed Boaventura De Sousa Santos Cognitive Justice in a Global World  13

Prudent Knowledges for a Decent Life
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9780739121948/Cognitive-Justice-in-a-Global-World-Prudent-Knowledges-for-a-
Decent-Life



PART TWO 

YM24 Friendly School  Sessions	  
Documents in Retrospect Summaries	 

Contributed papers	  

YM24 Friendly School – DIR reports  

A Friendly School program was held on Kaurna land on Sunday 7 July as part of the 
Yearly Meeting 2024 gathering in Adelaide. The theme this year was “Quakers in 
times of conflict and change – 400 years since George Fox’s birth”.  Friends offered 
seven all-day workshops on: creative writing, Indigenous theologies, Quaker funding 
and applicants, radical hospitality, spiritualty and ageing, traditional Aboriginal 
spiritual practices, and women authors on peace. 

The workshops were held from 10 am ACST into the afternoon, some finishing at 5 
pm. We  estimate that about 110 Friends were involved in Friendly School, with 
10  facilitators, 93  participants registering in advance and some joining on the day. 
One workshop was offered hybrid including 5 online participants.   

For this our first experimental hybrid Year Meeting, we sought to cater to online 
participants by offering a program of shorter 60-90 minute Share & Tells in the 
afternoon, assuming most Friends would go to their local Meeting for Worship in the 
morning. We hear these were small, but appreciated by their participants. Reports 
of these sessions are in the Share & Tell report.  

Below are the reports of the seven individual Friendly School workshops.  

Creative Writing 
David Evans, SANTRM 

From the place of silence nine participants introduced themselves briefly and spoke 
of their interest in writing.  Then followed an opportunity for all to speak about their 
writings, past, present and future. The contributions were interesting, even exciting, 
and appreciated by all. We ended up knowing a lot about each other. 

Attention was drawn to the Creative Writing publication from YM2008 entitled 
4'")()2$5&()#.. That has been accepted by the AYM Publications Committee as an 
AYM publication. It was suggested we could each write an article about “Becoming a 
Quaker” and we will proceed with this idea. 



Indigenous Theologies:  reflections from attending the Indigenous Theologies 
Conference 
Jane Hope, VRM 

A group of 12-13 Friends gathered to hear about the Indigenous Theologies 
Conference I attended on behalf of Friends. I am a 6th generation coloniser-inheritor. 
I have English heritage and my family arrived in 1841. They lived on Gunditjmara 
land, I was born on Wurundjeri land, and I now live on the border country of 
Wurundjeri and Bunurong/ Boonwurrung Country.  

After an Acknowledgement of Country read from the book ‘Contemplating Country’ 
by Trawloolway man Dr Garry Deverel we had a discussion about the many topics 
spoken at the conference. These included an indigenous theological understanding 
of Christianity as well as justice issues around land back, treaty, truth telling and 
truth acceptance.  

We then did some deep truth telling around the colonising history of these lands and 
how we are living in the continuing colonisation as a country, as individuals and as 
Quakers. While as Quakers we have some positive history with the intentions of 
Backhouse and Walker we looked at how we tell the story of the first Quaker in 
these lands, Sydney Parkinson, and how we are not currently acknowledging the 
Quaker contribution to the awful act of colonising these lands. well. 

Learning to Adopt some Traditional Aboriginal Spiritual Practices 
Rowe Morrow, NSWRM 

On a clear, cold winter's day in South Australia, beside a huge flat sea in Shack 81 
about 20 Quakers met to explore the topic.  We opened with:    

'the whole of life is sacramental … there are innumerable ‘means of grace’  
by which God is revealed and communicated' 

We began with an exercise in Earth consciousness, and recorded though our bodies 
the whole grand and miraculous world outside ourselves. We listened to readings 
and poetry from eco-spiritual writers including Quaker woman astronomer, Maria 
Mitchell. We went to the edge where the sky and sea meet perfectly.  



We considered what it would mean to have a 'totem, blood line or skin' with an 
indigenous species and from that never harm it but restore, extend and protect its 
ecosystem.  We listened, saw, felt, tasted absorbed this special place. Friends offered 
reflections afterwards in a range of media. 

This workshop offered depth and practicality. Not just to know about Indigenous 
spirituality as a curiosity but as a satisfying way to live or find spiritual meaning in 
life. When Friends develop deep protective relationships to water, air, mountains 
and all species, then, perhaps, then, one day in the future, we will know ourselves as 
truly belonging because we know how to live here without doing harm, and we 
become restorers as well. 

Radical Hospitality  
Yarrow Goodley, Silver Wattle, and Emily Chapman-Searle, SANTRM  

A delightful group of Friends attended the sessions, examining what it might look like 
for our Meetings to be truly inclusive. How do we sometimes alienate those whose 
lifeworlds are different from our own? How might we be more open and welcoming? 

Taking in ideas of belonging, acceptance, attention, listening, conscious building and 
rebuilding, care for self/world/others, scene-setting and invisible work, perhaps 
what we notice is that there are multiple radical hospitalities.  

Taking action to make meeting for worship at Yearly Meeting more accessible, we 
held a meeting for worship for walking one morning, and other mornings created a 
‘nest’ in the centre of the circle with cushions and pen and paper for people to 
experiment with different ways of reaching spirit. 

The challenge we take up is to open ourselves to change, in big and small ways, in 
our Meetings and ourselves. Will you join us? 

Reflection on Quaker Funding and Quaker Applicants   
Di Bretherton, Dorothy Scott & Sue Ennis, VRM 

Friends gathered to reflect on Quaker funding of Concerns related to our 
Testimonies. We heard from Quaker fund representatives about each of their funds. 
We also heard about the experiences from Friends who had received Quaker grants. 
They expressed their deep gratitude, and their appreciation of the distinctive Quaker 
funding based on Concerns.  



Together we explored the inherent tensions between the need for accountability by 
fund committees and the needs of those seeking funds to have a simple and timely 
response based on mutual trust.  It would appear that:  

1. For some applicants the application processes are sometimes unclear and 
inaccessible, and the outcomes not timely.  

2. Acquittal processes are not consistently followed.  

3. The processes of “testing” Friends’ concerns by their supporting Meetings is 
often superficial and perfunctory.  

4. Greater collaboration between Quaker funds to allow joint funding, or to 
develop a similar standard application form, would be valuable  

5. Greater dissemination of grants and project outcomes would be helpful  

6. Enhanced capacity to respond to urgent needs would be desirable.  

We concluded that many Friends might appreciate assistance in how to donate to 
Quaker funds. It would also be helpful to Friends to have a form of words to give 
expression to their wishes in their will, or where there is an existing will, a codicil to 
that will. To have these easily accessible on the website would be highly desirable. 
We ask the Finance Committee to advise on these matters. 

Spirituality and Ageing   
Anne Felton, CRQ 

Spirituality and Ageing is a topic relevant to the theme of YM24: Quakers in Times of 
Conflict and Change. Our older years can demand significant change: physical and 
emotional. What of the spiritual?  “Spirituality and Ageing” offered a day-long 
reflective workshop in four sessions. Sixteen people participated, with ages ranging 
from 67 to 92 (of those who volunteered their ages).  

In Session 1, participants introduced themselves, and their hopes for this Friendly 
School. We considered definitions of ‘spirituality’. In later sessions, we learned how 
psychologists and spiritual writers describe stages of development throughout life, 
providing a framework for thinking about our spiritual lives. We next illustrated the 
story of our past life, followed by picturing our hopes for our remaining lives, then 
sharing with a neighbour and with the group. 

In our last session together, we looked at the Quaker Advices and Queries 
particularly relevant to Ageing, noting the qualities listed: courage, hope, increasing 
disability, loneliness, serenity, detachment and wisdom. Finally, some resources and 
suggestions for our onward journeys were provided. 



The workshop brought out the rich wisdom of participants. We learned much from 
each other as we willingly shared our stories and insights. 

Women authors on peace and non-violence, transforming conflicts 
Anne Herbert, VRM  

Thanks to Margaret Bearlin’s encouragement to pay more attention to women’s 
work on and about peacebuilding, a small group gathered to focus on women of 
various ilk (songwriters and singers, politicians, nuns, activists, authors etc) who 
inform, inspire, provoke, and comfort us in the face of challenges we encounter 
practicing our peace testimony. 

Each of us brought and shared songs, books, quotes, and memories of 
conversations. The multilayered connections between our different experiences and 
reflections on practices to increase peace, justice and security were evident and 
affirmed. We collaborated to hold the space for the intensity of multiple emotions 
evoked during sharing in our session. 

We affirm the value of ongoing engagement with each other’s practices and 
understandings to maintain our energy and strength in our pursuit of realisation of 
the peace testimony. 

Bibliography of written texts: 

Viola Smith 1975 Women in Australian Parliaments and Local Governments 
Past and Present AWLGWA 
Jean Zaru 2008  Occupied by nonviolence Pendle Hill 
Joan Chittester 2011 Uncommon Gratitude Liturgical Press 
Joanna Macy and Chris Johnstone 2012 Active Hope Pademelon Press 
Judith Butler 2020 The power of non-violence Verso Press 
Louise Diamond 2000 The Peace Book Conari Press 
Pam McAllister 1983   Reweaving the web of life: feminism and nonviolence 
New Society Publishers 
Patricia Pak Poy RSM 2020 A path is made by walking 
Sandra Sewell, Anthony Kelly, Leonie Daws (eds) 1988 Professions in the 
nuclear age Boolarong Publications 

Songwriters and singers: 

Sweet Honey in the Rock sweethoneyintherock.org  
Holly Near Hollynear.com 



PART TWO  

YM24 Friendly School  Sessions	 	 Contributed papers 

Creative Writing   

Attention was drawn to the Creative Writing publication from YM2008 entitled 
4'")()2$5&()#.. That has been accepted by the AYM Publications Committee as an 
AYM publication. It was suggested we could each write an article about “Becoming a 
Quaker” and we will proceed with this idea. 

————————— 

 

Being Quaker  
Jill Parris VRM 

How did I become a Quaker you ask? Well I could give you a simple answer so here I 
go.  

I was born to German Jewish refugees who chose atheism after fleeing Hitler for 
South Africa. My growing years were spent struggling to understand the difference 
between my family who were mad and sad and all the rest who had a God. Once 
when very scared I ran into a church and tried speaking to Him who loved everyone. 
I remember feeling safe, an unusual feeling for a little girl who was always wrong.  

Much later when facing the tyranny of a colicy baby I met an angle who soothed the 
savage beast and soon became a friend.   Des a devout Christian led me to Christ. In 
the fifty plus years since choosing this path I have sometimes doubted but never 



wavered. In South Africa Dave  (my husband) and I attend a church which I loved and 
David tolerated. He was not a believer but enjoyed the people. 

When we fled South Africa because of my political affiliations we went from one 
church to another never truely finding a home. Finally after thirty years or so I 
agreed with Dave when he suggested that we try Quakers. Within a couple years 
both of us joined as members and have happily attended together for the past 
fourteen years. 

This is the official story now to what I see as real today. 

I grew up in a home that was sad and mad. My parents who were both deeply 
traumatised by their past were unsuitable parents. To survive their terror my brother 
chose madness and I   chose the role of scapegoat and peace maker. I kept my 
parents secrets as they did everything in their power to fight against and undermine 
the apartheid government. I accepted the label of dumb fat Jew at school. I went 
with my father to letter drop for the anti apartheid movement and bought my 
mother’s tantrums and labels of daddy’s little helper. And later at the ripe age of 
sixteen I began standing in silent protest with other Black Sashers as we mourned 
the death of democracy in South Africa.   I became Quaker at its most simple.  
Building on my role as peacemaker in the home I joined a community of people 
whose integrity shone as we crusaded, protested and worked alongside our black 
brother for a simple equality of ‘one man one vote’ the only path forward for a 
sustainable future for South Africa. It was because of these principles that I fled with 
my family to Australia. 

Like any true zealot I still believe firmly in all these testimonies. As a member of the 
Religious Society of Friends however I do not shine as brightly. There are just too 
many minutes and pauses and rewritings on issues that just don’t rock my boat. So 
while I will stand up and claim my place as a zealot the Quaker way still eludes me. 

Thanks 

Jill Parris 

———————————— 



 

Being Quaker 

David Evans  ESLM (SANTRM) 

It was an unconscious leading towards Quakers that began  before Topsy and I 
married in 1960 in Adelaide. Warwick Goodenough was her neighbour, and a 
teacher who had worked at the Friends School in Hobart. Warwick  spoke of it being 
a very good school. 10 years later when I was sent by the Commonwealth 
Department of Health from Canberra to work at the Commonwealth Pathology 
Laboratory in Hobart we started reading about Quakers. We sent a letter to the 
Friends School asking if our three children Susan (aged 9 ) Rowena (aged 7) and John 
(aged 5) could be enrolled at the School. We drove by car to Sydney from Canberra 
to board the Empress of Australia for the three day journey to Hobart. After 10 years 
of moving around taking job opportunities I said to  Topsy v#",0*EE()2$ A(#%$ 9&'$ (.$
.#,9()2$%&:*’.  

I remember looking at the Sandy Bay shoreline as we sailed in and seeing the zigzag 
road to Mount Nelson and wondering what the future might have. Finding 
temporary accommodation near the School we took them along and received a 
warm welcome from Headmaster Bill Oats. At the time Topsy and I were Protestant, 
her affiliation being Anglican and mine Baptist. In the various places we lived we 
would attend the nearest Protestant Church without making any commitment; so it 
was a new chance to look at how Quakers organise themselves. The Quakers there 
were all very impressive and friendly and very involved in community affairs. We 
applied for membership in 1970. Meeting for Worship appealed to me especially. 
The meditative approach, with ordinary members contributing to the ministry and 
the avoidance of debate. Those who ministered did not disagree with whoever had 
spoken but might contribute in a positive way that expressed a different point of 
view. One time Alec Nightingale spoke about the Advice that said ve"(*)+$%,0*$9&'$
B&).(+*"*+$#%,#$9&'$:,9$7*$:(.#,-*)b. Topsy  thought ‘#%(.$(.$8&"$:*b. The deepest 
silence I remember was after a reading of Clive Sansom’s writing v4%*$4(:*E*..$@&'"b$
t4%(.$ F*$ ;,)$ D,9$ 1$ O^j$ And so we started our Quaker journey, at first primarily 



concerned about the children in the Meeting helping organising excursions for them 
as we ourselves discovered Hobart. 

The involvement grew including Topsy becoming President of the Parents and 
Friends at the School at a time when Rod Grosvenor was Principal. Attending Yearly 
Meeting became an annual holiday for us and we enjoyed meeting Australian 
Friends astounded by their diversity and capabilities. We became more involved with 
Topsy working with Sieneke Martin and Margaret Bywater managing QSA following 
on from Val Nichols. For a time I was editor of the Australian friend following after 
Ross Cooper.  

A major social involvement for us was Gay Law Reform. I was at the time of the HIV/
AIDS epidemic. My laboratory did the testing for HIV/AIDS and I became Chairman of 
the HIV/AIDS Advisory Committee for Tasmania. Topsy became involved with women 
with AIDS and at one time was a Guest Speaker talking about ‘Women with AIDS’ at 
an inaugural AIDS Conference in Malaysia. There is an iconic picture from The 
Mercury of Topsy being taken away in a Paddy Wagon after a Gay Demonstration. At 
Salamanca Place.  My name is in Hansard for getting ‘upset’ debating Gay Law 
Reform issues with the then Minister of Health. Topsy became a Social Worker with 
the Social Welfare Department and started an organisation HELP for women fleeing 
violent situations. She was awarded an AM for her work in Tasmania. 20 years later 
someone remembered I was involved too and I received an OAM for work in Sexual 
Health in Tasmania and voluntary Pathology overseas in Nepal and East Timor. 
Quaker involvement expanded with Topsy becoming AYM Secretary for twelve years. 
We chose Adelaide for retirement because our children had all moved from Hobart 
and Susan was in Adelaide with three of our seven grandchildren. Rowena with 
husband Michael and son Lachlan moved to Adelaide. John has three daughters in 
Queensland. We arrived in Adelaide in 2002 and joined with Eastern Suburbs Local 
Meeting each taking responsibility as Clark and helping with SANTRM activities. A 
new way of life has evolved in the post-Covid era, the latest adventure of course 
being with the organisation of the 2024 Yearly Meeting at The Retreat at West Beach 
where are grandson? Lachlan had a prominent part helping with IT assisting Michael 
Searle.  

I have a collection of articles published in the Australian Friend entitled Quakerly 
Musings available on request (ddeevans1@gmail.com). One of these is entitled 
v`*E(*8$(.$,$D&E&$Q&'")*9b?$=mmp$Backhouse lecturer George Ellis inspired me to think 
more about what some people call v4%*$<#%*"b3$the reality of the great unknown that 
impinges on a daily life, and leading me to write the poem. 



Beyond Understanding 

There's an Ocean of Darkness  
and an Ocean of Light 

There’s an Ocean of Knowledge  
That extends out of sight. 

Let’s go fishing In that Ocean so wide 
Tasting, savouring, returning for more. 

Dipping your toe in the water, and filling a cup  
To take home and share with your neighbours. 

What is Truth, Pilate asked 
God is Truth, Gandhi said 
Reality is Truth, Ellis  said 14

There to be explored. 

Beyond Understanding and out of sight 
Is the Ocean of Knowledge and Truth 
There for you is that Ocean where, 
You can dip your toe in the water. 

The poem has been translated into Hindi by Sanjeev Shukla AYM AWPS visitor and 
Principal of the Quaker Girl’s school in Soghapur, India.  From his visit a  Friendship 
Society has developed and we receive Newsletters bi-monthly with recent donations 
helping towards purchase a school bus. 

In retirement I undertook research studies with the Peace Studies Unit in the Faculty 
of Humanities at the University of New England in Armidale. This has led to being 
involved with the Asia West Pacific (APPRA)  and International Peace Research 
Associations (IPRA) with the current focus on positive peace. 

Life goes on for us both with Quakerism central to daily life.  

 https://www.quakersaustralia.info/sites/aym-members/ files/pages/files/2008 Lecture.pdf14



Ann Britton — Starting Points 

As any good Catholic girl might, I strayed and returned. But Cardinal George Pell 
fixed all that... well, his narrow-minded righteousness did. I could not agree with his 
blanket rejection of same sex relationships, considering that same sex behaviour is 
apparent in many species, and based on my theory that if “God” is omnipotent then 
it would not have created so many examples of living beings so happily engaged in 
that behaviour. I knew in my bones that the Catholic church was wrong in their 
stance. 

So one Sunday when I was reading the Sunday paper, and having not gone to Mass, I 
read an article about angels. I went go to the local library, which opened on Sunday 
afternoons, to find further reading on the matter. And ironically, there was not a 
single book about either angels or magic on the shelf where they should have been. 
The librarian told me later that these were the books which were most often stolen. 
Some bad karma there, I think! 

What there was, however, on the left hand end of the empty space, was a book 
called 'A Quaker Book of Wisdom: Life Lessons In Simplicity, Service, And Common 
Sense” by Robert Lawrence Smith. My first thought was 'Oh! Quakers!' and because 
I'd read about Elizabeth Fry when I was seven, and had met a couple of people who 
had been brought up Quaker, over the years, I picked it up, and browsed. It was 
nteresting that the book was the one facing the vacant shelf; foreshadowing  how 
Quakers meet? I borrowed the book to keep reading, and swallowed it all in two 
huge gulps over the next couple of nights. 

What I read seemed to me to be common sense, that is, uncommon sense, and very 
much in line with my view of my place in the world and how I wanted to be. I 
discovered via the phone book (remember those?) that there were two Quaker 
meetings in Sydney, one near where I worked, and the other near where I lived. It 
seemed inevitable that I was meant to go along to find out what this was about. I 
don't know how long it was before I turned up at Wahroonga meeting, near where I 
lived. Once there, the welcome I received was so warm and natural, and my 
experience of waiting in silence in the light so easy that I knew after my first meeting 
that I was home. I remember well speaking with the three Friends who greeted me 
that morning. 



This feeling of 'rightness', of finding my Friends, my 'tribe', intensified when I heard 
about Yearly Meeting, held in different cities around Australia each year. Having 
moved often during my life this “spoke to my condition”. I am surounded by Friends 
wherever I go and I revel in their love and care. I do not seem to commit to public 
display of my beliefs, but I strongly feel the need to 'let my life speak' in the small 
interactions and activities of my daily life. I welcome the understanding that this is 
&'"  Society, and we all contribute and benefit from our life together. 

———————————— 

Ann Zubrick — Becoming Quaker 

I am still ‘becoming Quaker’.   

 When did this process of 7*B&:()2  Quaker begin? It certainly was not when I 
became a WARM member.  It began as a young child. 

My parents were missionary doctors. In their twenties they both trained as Salvation 
Army Officers—my father  in New Zealand, my mother in Australia. They were 
married in London in 1944 and later that year travelled to Africa to staff a Salvation 
Army Mission Hospital in Chikankata, Northern Rhodesia (now Zambia). I, their only 
child, was born in Africa. My first three years we lived in an African village deep in 
the Zambesi Valley. Subsequently we moved around the world—living in New 
Zealand, Southern India, England, and East Java before my parents settled in Perth. It 
is a complex story.  

Morning breakfast in our family included a short reading often from a book titled 
“Leaves for Plucking”, after which one of my parents would pray aloud, commending 
time and tasks of the day to God, sometimes finishing with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Bedtime for me in my early years included my mother kneeling beside my bed, 
reviewing the day together, inviting me to reflect upon conversations and events. 
She would finish with a kiss and “God bless, little one.” 

Growing up, I accompanied one or both parents to different settings (churches, 
mosques, temples or events) and was shepherded through any necessary rituals—
removing shoes, washing hands, eating food gathered only between the fingertips of 
the right hand, covering my head or arms with a scarf, kneeling or lying face down, 
standing up and saying words including ones I could read in English. In languages I 
did not know I attempted to recall and repeat, but mostly could not understand.  I 
was curious as to where words and physical gestures came from came.  My mother 
used to say: “We are going to another G/god’s house or place today, Ann.  And in/at 



this G/god’s house we will/may/need….”   or “This is what (the person or group) 
finds helpful for them to do or say…  Stay still and silently think about something 
that is helpful for you.” 

I clearly thought deeply about words I heard, practices I observed, and ideas I did 
not understand. I asked questions.  

My mother described a rickshaw journey she and I made from the Nilgiri train 
station to Coonoor, in the Nilgiri Hills, Tamil Nadu state, India where I was starting 
boarding school aged just four and half years old.  Deep in thought I asked her “Who 
came first God or Jesus?” Her reply was “Well darling, the Bible says they were both 
there from the beginning.”   

Deep pause and thought from Ann who brightly replied: “They are twins!” 

On at least one occasion I left a neighbour’s child in tears when I called the child ‘a 
boaster’. My defence was that I spoke the truth!   

At Methodist schools in both England and Perth, I learned wonderful hymns the 
verses and choruses of which remain ingrained in my brain—words and music never 
to be forgotten! Scripture lessons, however, were a something of trial. I did not have 
the ‘right’ answers. Very frustrating. Why didn’t others share my answers?  At 14, 
unwilling to don a Salvation Army uniform and join, I asked my parents if they would 
support me attending the local Methodist Church and Youth Group. They supported 
my decision.  

In my early twenties I was ‘baptised’ into the Uniting Church. Applying for 
Membership, I was told that The Salvation Army “Dedication Service” when I was a 
baby was not ‘sacramental’. It could not count for entry into UC membership.  

 By this time, I, like others who had gone to Christian schools, had been ‘radicalised’ 
by my involvement with the Student Christian Movement in my undergraduate 
years.  Six SCM friends were now in my UC Youth Group. I belonged—and could play 
a part within this congregation.  I was asked to join the Parish Council and served on 
that and served as a Sunday School teacher.  

I had just turned forty when I was offered a post at the University of Hong Kong to 
set up the first degree course to train Speech Pathologists to work with children and 
adults whose challenges lay in acquiring or using spoken and/or written Chinese.  
Graduates would be establishing services for children with delayed speech 
acquisition, stuttering, dyslexia, hearing impairments; and adults whose 
communication was affected by stroke, head injury, dementia, cancers of the mouth 



and throat, or other voice problems. Working with and in a logographic and tonal 
language poses quite different challenges from English. I had no knowledge of 
Cantonese or Mandarin (Putonghua). 

In my first few weeks in Hong Kong, I attended different church services across the 
Territory suggested to me by university colleagues who had joined a congregation. I 
was always warmly welcomed but I felt a need to find something more’ inclusive’, 
not an expatriate congregation.  

Reading a Saturday edition of The South China Morning Post one Saturday morning, I 
noted a small notice under Church Services. “Quakers meet on Sunday Morning at 
10am. Venue: Bishop’s Lounge/Common Room in Central, opposite the Anglican 
Cathedral.” 

I went the next day—and never left. Here was the group I needed. Diverse nationally 
and religiously, with visitors from so many different Quaker Meetings in Asia, Europe, 
North America and Australasia. FWCC representatives on route to assignments in 
Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam.  David and Ruth Watson from Western Australia!  
David too had come to set up a new University Department, at the Chinese 
University of Hong Kong. Visitors including Rho Morrow who shared her work and 
passion while assisting Vietnamese refugees housed in refugee border camps to 
grow their own preferred vegetables and herbs.  

After returning to Perth to live and work, I attended Fremantle Meeting and later 
applied for Membership.  

As I listen to and read the Testimonies to the Grace of God each Yearly Meeting, I 
continue to marvel at the lives and experiences of Quakers in our Meeting.  

Becoming is a process. 

We are governed by biology and maturation—we become a child, adolescent, 
parent, adult, and then old.  With education, experimentation, encouragement, 
context and talent we become artists, scholars, practitioners of one kind or another.   
Family, social and/ or cultural experiences all play a part in shaping our faith journeys 
and affiliations.  We may name ourselves as connected with distinct groups: 
Christians, Muslims, Buddhists, agnostics, atheists. Even Quakers. 

In these my ‘still years’ there is still more for me to learn and do and be.  

 I am still becoming Quaker. 

———————————- 



Starting Points - How I came to Quakers   Rod Sturt 

It was back in August 2022 I initially reached out to Quakers. I’d found the Australian 
website so thought I’d put an enquiry forward. I received a reply from Jim Palmer, 
and attended my first meeting at the Victorian Quaker Centre shortly after. I’ve been 
a relatively regular ‘attender’ and am slowly learning more about Quaker ways. This 
year was my first Yearly Meeting – I think it was a helpful experience in deepening 
my understanding of Quaker community, life and practice.  

Finding the Quaker website and commencing attending has been one point amongst 
many in discovering spiritual life and faith, or perhaps having it revealed to me. I 
recall conscious awareness of ‘something more’ at around the age of 8. I remember 
going into our garage at home (dad was a fitter and turner – there was always metal 
and wire about) and picking out a piece of thick copper wire, and twisting it into the 
shape of a cross or crucifix. I can’t recall what might have influenced me at that age 
to create the copper cross, perhaps it was primary school Religious Education, 
perhaps it was occasional attendance at the East Bentleigh Uniting Church Sunday 
School. Neither of my parents were religious, though I do recall when asking my dad 
about this one time - he said he thought there was ‘something bigger’. I recall my 
mum opening the front door to the local Jehovah’s Witnesses, thanking them, and 
offering them ‘we’re Church of England’.  

In the forty-five or so years between the copper-cross and now, I reflect on a number 
of experiences tied to seeking a spiritual path or direction. After doing well at school 
I started Uni and connected with a group of church-going young Christians. There 
was a sense of ‘safety’ in this group that I was drawn to along with their energy for 
what they believed in. One of them, Ian, was especially fervent in his Christian walk – 
his charisma drew me in, and I attended Students for Christ on campus. I also joined 
him at his Pentecostal church on a Sunday evening out in the eastern suburbs of 
Melbourne. This fundamentalist, right-wrong, black-white, them-us, God-Satan lense 
on life appealed at the time as a way of explaining and grappling with the problems 
of the world, and my own personal struggles, including same-sex attraction.  

During my mid-20s I participated in what is now referred to as ‘conversion therapy’. 
This North-American Exodus-International programme had a home at one of the 
Churches of Christ in inner Melbourne in the early 90’s. The programme was 
designed to challenge and realign same-sex attraction, underpinned by a theology 
which said simply “you can be gay, but if you act on it and are in a same-sex 
relationship, you are not welcome here”. I tried my best to do what the programme 
required.  



In my late 20s during my time at the Church of Christ, one Friday evening a group of 
us visited a monastery in outer Melbourne. There was a Taizé service – this was the 
first time I’d experienced Christianity through contemplation, reflection and 
chanting. This was a powerful memory, one I’ve drawn hope from.  

I moved away from the Church in my late 20’s. In my 30’s, through my work in 
healthcare I heard about the benefits of mindfulness and meditation. I sought out 
courses that taught the practical skills of relaxing the body, and calming the mind. I 
tried connecting these skills to spirituality, and for a short time I attended ‘Learn 
about Buddhism’ evenings at a temple in the next suburb. 

Another decade and a bit went past. I waxed and waned with meditation practice. 
The pandemic struck, and there was a bit more time available to pause. A lot of time 
by myself listening to podcasts – in particular ABC ‘Soul Search’. Numerous 
interviews in these podcasts discussed religions, spirituality, contemplation, 
reflection, God and the universe. Hearing these balanced, ‘objective’, non-
judgemental discussions about people’s experiences was reassuring, hopeful and I 
believe was an opening for me to revisit my own spiritual journey.  

I searched online for christian groups, or religious organisations that accept or don’t 
judge those who are same-sex attracted or who have a same-sex partner - Quakers 
popped up. I looked at a number of sites, including the Australian site. There was a 
groundedness, a humanity and an emphasis on experience that really struck me. I 
listened to a podcast from the UK – ‘A Quaker Take’. The topics these Quakers 
explored really spoke to me: a “Quaker take” on – the bible, climate activism, 
immigration, parenting, sex and so on… It was so refreshing to hear a religious 
organisation talking about big, real-world, every day, but also deeply personal issues 
and questions.  

This was my Quaker ‘starting point’. 

———————————- 



Learning to Adopt some Traditional  Aboriginal  Spiritual Practices 
	 	 	 	 	 Rowe Morrow 

 Elizabeth PO’, YM24 at Rowe Morrow’s Friendly School a poem after your 
delightful Friendly School.  

! 
"You can dance if you want to!Ó 

on a tabletop 
round the fire 

in and out of town  
over!the hill 

in bare feet or heels 
hair and arms flying  

the compulsion of unseen music 
of unheard command 

we are learning from you our future dance 
our next move 

So, dance! 
! 
2.! From Marian James: her evaluation of the Friendly School sent these two drawings of her 
impressions of the day. 
! 
! 

￼  
  



  

￼  

3.Dick Green 
Peace, Stillness, Silence, Fullness, Unity     

￼  
Complex but not complicated 
!Attitude of gratitude for the Grace, 
!Patience 

.  Tanya Tabone: 



￼  

———————————- 



Reflection on Quaker Funding and Quaker Applicants 

Sue Ennis and Di Bretherton 

Sunday 7th July 2024, 10 am ACST 

This session was planned by Di Bretherton, Paula Pannanen & Sue Ennis and on the 
day run by Di Bretherton, Dorothy Scott, Sue Ennis as Paula had a new job. The topic 
arose out of a discussion while Sojourning at Silver Wattle.  

The first part of the day Quaker funders spoke on Experiences of Quaker Funders ( 5 
minutes). They spoke to these questions. 

1. When was the fund established and what is the fund for? 2. How do you access 
more information about the fund? 3. Describe the range/type of work the fund 
supports, does not support and available funds? 4. How does the project relate to a 
tested Quaker Concern? 

People who spoke were:  

¥ Topsy Evans Thanksgiving Fund 
¥ Dorothy Scott Victoria Quaker Fund 
¥ Wies Schuiringa- Jan DeVoogd Peace Fund 
¥ Juan Robertson -Nancy Shelley Fund NSW 
¥ Therese Douglas- QSA 
¥ Harold Wilkinson and Peter Hillary- Peace and Social Justice Fund 
¥ We read Chris Huges Statement on First Nations and Lorel Thomas on James 

Perret Vic. We also heard that the Earth Care Fund had about 13 K. 

Second part of the day was Quaker applicants: Answered these questions: 1. positive 
aspects and areas of tension. 2. How is the balance between concerns & 
administrative processes? 3, are the forms and paperwork clear? 4, How are the 
reporting processes? Other? 



People who spoke were: 

¥ Di Bretherton 
¥ Dorothey Scott 
¥ Sue Ennis 
¥ Others forgot 

The third part of the day two groups discussed their experiences as a funder or 
applicant in small groups and wrote posit notes and these are transcribed below- 

1.What are the challenges? 

¥ Tensions between needing accountability and a timely response to an issue. 
¥ Length of time to apply successfully. 
¥ Timeframe to get funds 6 months but needs to be done now. 
¥ What funds are available for a particular project? 
¥ Perhaps accountability of funds can [inadvertently] prompt a project.  

2.What are the opportunities? 
¥ Panel of advisors for funding applicants on a range of subject areas 
¥ Information on a Funds website could be standardized and made clearer. 
¥ Should finance committee review the application forms with a view to 

standardizing it. 
¥ Someone prepares a funding template for people to comment on 
¥ If a funding initiative is courageous?[could it b ] A pilot project ? 
¥ How to publicize funds and what they cover 
¥ Annual Forum on Funds at YM 

  
3.What has worked well? 

¥ Gratitude that there are Quaker funds. 
¥ Money has gone to the right place.  
¥ Contributed to worthwhile projects.  

  
4.What could be done differently? 

¥ Better information and standardized for some committees only meet twice 
yearly this need to be on the website to 

¥ Have some funds for emergencies which the same committee decided-i.e. 
general grant and urgent grant funds. 

¥ Donation Section on the website be made more visible  



¥ A Quaker pamphlet on Quaker Funding and how to access it. 
¥ Could we have Holly publish projects. This may need to be depersonalised 
¥ QSA and Victorian Quaker Fund is not on the QA Funding page [BUT will this 

bring too many inquiries- so should the public funding page be different to  
our internal Q funding page]  

5.What surprises you? 
¥ Spirit of collaboration [in the session] 
¥ Did not know if [issue] would be heard 
¥ How much we [information] got out of a few people in the session 
¥ Differences between the needs of the funders and applicants 
¥ Complaints about Q requirements for reporting – they are much simpler than 

other agencies 
¥ We did not discuss reducing the number of funds 
¥ [Afterthought from Di if a final report or acquittal is sent in that is 

acknowledged formally by email as a completed project ( i.e. the funder do 
not need any more receipts reports etc. ]   
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Appendix I  Rowes comments directly  the session 
One negative that I omitted to mention and causes quite serious frustration is: 

In an emergency, when there is a crisis, often a particular Friend has special and 
early knowledge, is asked by victims, and knows where funds could be used to 
alleviate serious and avoidable suffering. Other Friends may not have this special 
knowledge. 

Most applications to Quaker funds require (and I approve in general) 

1. Put out a reasonably detailed application - time and evidence required 

2. Submit once, usually to a Committee which might only meet 3-4 times a year. 

3. Put it to another meeting such as a Local Meeting - may also meet only 3-4 times 
a year 

4. Send the money - may be a delay in sending it through the treasurer 

For example here are two situations:  
  
	 We needed to get money urgently to Palestine to assist in throwing together 
emergency shelter for Palestinian women in Gaza in winter cold and rain - using 
rubble but with a good recommended person to teach them and it spread. He 
needed  basic funds. 



	 We needed to get a newly printed booklet on First Aid in Emergencies - Dari 
translation - Save a Life Quickly - to Herat after the first earthquake.  Again we 
needed to get it there quickly. It arrived before the second earthquake.   

In both cases I had to break Quaker rules to get it there.  

What is needed:  An emergency fund where a trusted friend can move quickly 
through the processes is need now and more likely in the future. We need a 
response and flexible fund - or change some processes. 

This has been the most serious impediment for me in working with Quaker funds. 

 Appendix 2 Jonathan’s notes from the Session 

How are applications for money made: 
¥ Are application forms easy to find? 
¥ Are instructions clear? 
¥ Who will be responsible?  
¥ Is the application discerned (should we treat Quakers & non-Quakers 

differently?) 
¥ Should we have a comprehensive list of other funding sources? Is joint funding 

possible? 
¥ Is assistance to develop applications available? 

How are applications assessed: 
¥ Are there common criteria. 
¥ Is consideration commensurate with risk? 
¥ Are the consideration timeframes realistic?  
¥ Do applications need to be rewritten? 
¥ Are there opportunities to share assessment skills? 

How are grants acquitted? 

How are projects/outcomes shared/promulgated? 

 Appendix 3  Information on Funds Sent before the session 

Thanksgiving Fund 



1.When was the fund established and what is the fund for? 

The Thanksgiving Fund was established in 1979, hosted by the South Australian 
Regional Meeting, just 15 years after the emergence of the Australian Yearly Meeting 
in 1964. The Fund’s main roles were to receive money donated to Australian 
Quakers; to manage the funds wisely; and to approve applications for using those 
funds. 

2.How do you access more information about the fund? 

Consulting the Australian Quaker Website at <Quakersaustralia.info> Then click on 
National Committees to find The Thanksgiving Fund. 

3. Describe the range/type of work the fund supports, does not support and 
available funds? 
see above.  Minor changes are proposed at this YM. 

4. How does the project relate to a tested Quaker Concern? 

Overall, the accepted Concerns of the Society in Australia are a good baseline.  The 
concern is first tested by a Quaker body such as Regional Meeting, Quaker 
Committee etc.  Their recommendation is sent as part of an application to the Fund 
Committee.  Changes are recommended at this YM to give more input and support 
to the applicant. 

 5. How to apply to the fund? 

This is also covered in the website.   An Application Form is also available on the 
website. 

	 a.      what is the process? 

	 This is spelled out on the website; Changes are being recommended at this 
YM.   The Committee may request further information if the initial proposal is not 
considered to be fully clear 

	 	 b.      how long does it take? 

	 Applications are considered at the usual bi-monthly meetings of the 
Committee.   If there is an urgency in the  application,  special Meetings of the 
Committee can be called.  If clarification is needed, or changes to the application are 
proposed, the length of time will be extended.   The proposed changes to the 
application process to increase other Friends input into early stages of the proposed 
application, are aimed at reducing this time. 

	 	 c.      about how much money can you offer or have 

http://quakersaustralia.info


	 What is needed for the project once the final format of the project including a 
budget is determined.  

	 6.What are the reporting requirements? 

	 For the TGF -  Always a report at the end of the project which  includes an 
acquittal funds spent.  If large sums are involved or if there are changes during the 
life of the project the committee prefers to be consulted and brought up to date. 

	 For the endorsing  group - the Fund Committee is proposing that there be 
continuing consultation, particularly if difficulties arise. 

  
VICTORIAN QUAKER FUND (VQF) 

1.When was the fund established and what is the fund for? 

The VQF was established in 2015, from part of the proceeds of the sale of Friends 
House. It had been agreed when the decision was made to sell the premises that a 
proportion of the sale price should be used as capital for an ongoing fund. The first 
grant was made in 2017.  
The Fund was established to provide financial support for Quaker concerns, and 
specifically for concerns held by Victorian Friends. Concerns held by Friends 
elsewhere in Australia are not excluded from consideration, but the expectation is 
that either a Meeting or a group of Friends within Victoria RM will also strongly feel 
the concern and be ready to practically uphold it.  

2.How do you access more information about the fund? 

Guidelines for the Fund were approved by VRM when the Fund was first established 
and are available to any Friend on request. For information beyond the Guidelines, 
Friends should contact the Convenor of the VQF Committee. 

3. Describe the range/type of work the fund supports, does not support and 
available funds? 
The proposal needs to show how the activities further Quaker concerns. It can 
include work and/or activities outside the Quaker community and be submitted by 
one of more Friends. The Fund’s support can include: releasing a Friend for service; 
employment of a Friend by AYM for the concern’ activities related to the concern; 
resources needed for the concern; and travel related to the concern, Funds are not 



available for the purposes of travel only (eg for participation in a course or 
conference, although travel costs can be included as a component of the full budget 
for a concern).  

4. How does the project relate to a tested Quaker Concern? 
The proposal needs to show it relates to a Concern and that this is supported by a 
minute from a Meeting or Worshipping Group. 

 5. How to apply to the fund? 
 

a. what is the process? 
The application needs to use the outline provided. This will be discussed by VQF 
Committee, in a face-to-face or online meeting, or possibly in email dialogue. The 
Committee may request further information if the initial proposal is not considered 
to be fully clear. Proposals for $5,000 or above need to be referred to Regional 
Meeting for final approval – in   such cases, the VQF Committee will make a 
recommendation  to RM to fund or not, and such a recommendation may state that 
a proportion of the total request, rather than the whole, be funded, depending on 
the assessed capacity of the Fund to cover, and the possibility of funds from other 
sources complementing the VQF contribution.  

 b.  how long does it take 
The committee sets dates by which proposals can be submitted each year. Normally, 
these are set as January and July, so that recommendations for funding over the 
$5000 threshold can be brought to February or August RM.  

 6.What are the reporting requirements? 

An acquittal of the funds and a report on completion of the project is required to the 
VQF committee and VRM.  
  

Earth Care Fund 

Three years ago, the CESE WG was authorised to make payments from that fund. 

Without having to got through three years of minutes to find exact numbers, the 
information you are after is roughly as follows. 

The fund has gone from about $17k to $13k. 



We authorised expenditure for several things, including   donation to support 
newspapers advertisements that the presiding clerk had included his name of that of 
AYM, usually in support of ARRCC, but recently for ACAT (or whatever that 
organisation is re company actions that Robert Howell helped start), support for 
Friends to do some courses, including recently someone from WA to attend the Jim 
Wendell course in Brisbane. 

David Shorthouse 

Nancy Shelly Fund Blue Mountains Local Meeting (BMLM). 

1.When was the fund established and what is the fund for? 

(a) Established in 2013 from the Estate of Nancy Shelley. The fund is not a separate 
entity but a part of the total reserves of the Blue Mountains Local Meeting (BMLM). 
However, the amount has essentially been administered as if it were a separate fund 
and shown in this way in the management accounts of BMLM. 

(b) Guidelines were developed for individuals or organisations who intended to 
apply to the fund for financial assistance for their projects or activities. These 
guidelines were built around a knowledge of Nancy’s concerns and passions, 
identified as matters relating to peace, indigenous concerns, matters relating to 
women’s education and leadership particularly in relation to music and 
mathematics, and also concerns of the local Blue Mountains meeting and Yearly 
Meeting. 

  

2.How do you access more information about the fund? 

Via the Nancy Shelley Bequest Fund Committee (NSBFC) of BMLM. 

3. Describe the range/type of work the fund supports, does not support and 
available funds? 

(a) See guidelines in #1 above 

(b) Current available funds approx $200k (the remaining balance of the original 
bequest); these are expected to be extinguished by 2028. 

4. How does the project relate to a tested Quaker Concern? 

See guidelines in #1 above 



 5. How to apply to the fund? 

(a) what is the process 

Applications with written support from a member of BMLM are submitted to the 
NSBFC who review and discuss; recommendations are then made to the next BMLM 
Meeting for Worship for Business, which considers recommendations from the 
NSBFC and decides accordingly (sometimes with supplementary questions or actions 
to be pursued). 

(b) how long does it take 

The NSBFC usually meets four times a year; BMLM Meetings for Worship for 
Business are every second month. Depending how these meetings fall the process 
can be anywhere from three weeks to three months. In cases of urgency, or unusual 
circumstances the process can be streamlined with special meetings called to deal 
with a particular application. 

(c) about how much money can you offer or have 

There is a guideline limit of $5,000 for individuals and $10,000 for organisations. 
There is  discretion to step outside these limits (which are guidelines and not 
mandatory) if considered appropriate. 

  

6.What are the reporting requirements? 

An acquittal report on the project is a requirement, with any unused funds returned. 
The report on the project can be written or graphic, depending on the nature of the 
project. 

Juan Roberson 

Quaker Eastern Suburbs (VIC) Local Meeting Fund Current $5,349.42 
  
This money is not to be used to purchase real estate.  
  
This money is not used for the payment of professional child minding.  

This money is to be used to promote/teach Quaker values in the children of ESLM. 
This may include the purchase of requirements for children's meeting, assistance to 
attend Winter Gathering, Yearly Meeting or associated gatherings. 



VRM gatherings were halted during Covid lockdowns and are now not held in 
Winter, and the fund is now for VRM, so some interpretation is needed. However, 
the basic intent of the will remains and should guide applicants and administrators 
of this fund.  

Lorel Tomas 

Sieneke Clerk from VRM in an email seen after the event  

¥ The Geraldine Brown Fund is in SANTRM 

¥ Heather Saville’s book, e"(*)+.$()$n**+, would be a useful resource.  

¥ Reports from the P&SJ Fund and the Thanksgiving Fund will be in Documents 
in Advance – they will include lists of the projects they have funded.  

¥ Funds available for each YM Fund are listed in the AYM Annual Audited 
Financial Report (page 5 in the last one on the website). 
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