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Quakers

AUSTRALIA

Penny Wong
Senator for South Australia
Minister of Foreign Affairs

11 March 2026
Dear Penny Wong
Australia must keep international law as our guiding principle

The international rules-based order has been slowly and painstakingly built over decades by
governments and civil society together, in the knowledge that multilateralism and diplomacy are
stronger than any military, and with the conviction that war can build neither peace nor security.

The rules-based system has been a tide that has lifted all boats and been an important tool to
identify a benchmark to which we can seek to hold ourselves and others accountable. This
rules-based system has always had its challenges, and always been flouted by some, but has been
consistently championed by many countries, including Australia and in doing so, we strengthen its
capacity.

The military actions by the USA and Israel in the last two weeks, including bombing schools, health
facilities, oil refineries and a ship peacefully returning from a multinational naval gathering, are all
clearly blatant attacks on the foundations of this rules-based order. Just as two wrongs cannot make
a right, the military actions by the USA and Israel, which fall far outside international law, cannot be
justified by the breaches of international law by Iran, no matter how horrific they might be.

Quakers are deeply concerned at the ways Australia is involved in these attacks, and we do not
support the Government’s assertion that Australia’s involvement is merely self-defence. Australian
personnel were part of the crew on the US submarine that destroyed the Iranian ship, and the
torpedo used was jointly developed by the Australian Navy. Military infrastructure in Australia, such
as at Pine Gap, the Harold Holt submarine facility, and Tindal Air Base are almost certainly being
used by the USA in these or other attacks. Australia’s decision to deploy troops and military
equipment to the UAE is a definitive step deeper into this war.

Leaders of groups and countries that ignore international law are dangerous. But perhaps their more
profound danger is in moving the discourse of other nations towards a might makes right framework.
Power is a dynamic force, and we call on Australia to loudly and clearly support the rules-based
order, even when it is powerful nations which Australia feels we rely upon that are undermining this
order.

We recognise that the Australian Government has a responsibility to protect its own citizens. But we
also believe that the role of responsible middle powers is to uphold global security through a
rules-based international order.

With hope that another world is indeed still possible,
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Duncan Frewin
Presiding Clerk
The Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) in Australia
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