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Ngarra Murray and Rueben Berg     

Co-Chairs 
First Peoples Assembly of Victoria 
48 Cambridge Street, Collingwood VIC 3066 
 
 

Dear Ngarra Murray and Rueben Berg, 

As legislation is before Parliament to establish a Treaty between the First Peoples of Victoria and the State 
Government, The Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) in Victoria commends the commitment and the many 
years of work by both the Assembly and the Government to this cause. We celebrate the leadership of the First 
Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria over the past six years, whose work has set an enduring example of what a fair 
Treaty process can look like. We acknowledge the work of the Treaty negotiation team, and the oversight of the 
Treaty Authority. 

We are disappointed that the Liberal Party has walked away from its previous bipartisan support for the 
Assembly, Truth and Treaty, and will write to tell them so. 

In 2023 our (National) Presiding Clerk said in a public statement, “Our Quaker testimonies call us to be in right 
relationship with all peoples and to support social justice systems where people know their concerns are being 
heard and taken into account …Australian Quakers consider it is essential that First Peoples have an e\ective 
say in laws and policies that a\ect them” 

In the proposed Treaty we see these principles being honoured, and the UN Charter of Human Rights for 
Indigenous Peoples being put into practice in our own State. 

In our Handbook of Faith and Practice, Quakers acknowledge that in relation to First Peoples our task as people 
of faith is: 

• to educate ourselves about the true history and present reality of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples, and uphold their right to self-determination 
• to acknowledge within ourselves, and bring into the light, that which contributes to the debilitating e\ects of 
racism, insensitivity, lack of awareness and misrepresentation 
• to work towards justice and peace, and healing for us all. 
 
Quakers see the Treaty, with its ongoing focus on Truth, education of the community, establishment of 
respectful relationships and mechanisms for accountability, as o\ering all Victorians a chance to “start again,” 
to walk together into a better future for us all. 
 
For over twenty years, on Monday mornings, a small group of Quakers has sat in Bourke Street in the CBD in a 
Silent Vigil for Justice for First Peoples. We will hold the Parliament and the First Peoples Assembly in our 
thoughts and prayers as Victoria moves towards the passing of the legislation and the next step to healing and 
our shared future. 

 

In Friendship 

 

 

Aileen Britton, 

Clerk  

Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) Victoria 


