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Dear Brad Battin 

As legislation is before Parliament to establish a Treaty between the First Peoples of Victoria and the State 
Government, The Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) in Victoria commends the commitment and the many 
years of work by the Government and the Minister to this cause. We celebrate the leadership of the First Peoples’ 
Assembly of Victoria over the past six years, whose work has set an enduring example of what a fair Treaty process 
can look like. 

Quakers are disappointed that the Liberal Party has walked away from its previous bipartisan support for the 
Assembly, Truth and Treaty. We note that in June 2022, The Age reported Peter Walsh, (National Party) as saying 
"One of the things that we want to do as a coalition ... is actually walk across the land together with our Indigenous 
community, making sure that we work with them, that their aspirations can be achieved, and particularly that we 
can work towards improving the Closing the Gap indicators."  

Then in 2024 that support was withdrawn. We ask the Opposition parties to look again at the big picture and 
reconsider your opposition to Treaty, noting that Parliament will always retain the final authority for legislation on 
specific matters. We note your concern about lack of progress towards the Closing the Gap targets in Victoria.  We 
are encouraged that the Productivity Commission sees Treaty as a means of moving more effectively to meeting 
those targets, particularly through giving First Peoples more authority over decisions that affect them.  

 In 2023 our (National) Presiding Clerk said in a public statement, “Our Quaker testimonies call us to be in right 
relationship with all peoples and to support social justice systems where people know their concerns are being 
heard and taken into account. …Australian Quakers consider it is essential that First Peoples have an effective say 
in laws and policies that affect them” 

In the proposed Treaty we see these principles being honoured. We urge you to heed the call for a new kind of 
relationship, where Aboriginal people are recognised as partners in building the future of this state, and leaders in 
shaping their own lives. We believe Treaty will have a profound and positive impact not just for First Peoples but for 
all Victorians. The rest of the nation is watching. Now is the moment to seize this opportunity to make Australia 
more just, more accountable, and more inclusive. 

For over twenty years, on a Monday morning, a small group of Quakers has sat in Bourke Street in the CBD in a 
Silent Vigil for justice for First Peoples. We will hold all Members of Parliament and the First Peoples Assembly in 
our thoughts and prayers as Victoria moves towards the passing of the legislation and the next step to healing and 
our shared future. 

In Friendship 

 

Aileen Britton, 

Clerk, Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) Victoria 


