Yearly Meeting 2017 Epistles
Yearly Meeting 2017 Epistle to Friends everywhere
Ta Marra, open hands
Ta Marra, open hands
Greetings from Australia Yearly Meeting 2017 where we were welcomed to the beautiful lands
of the Kaurna people among the sand dunes at Adelaide Shores Beach in a moving dialogue
between Kaurna Elders and Friends.
We gathered from meetings across Australia and with overseas Friends; mid-winter sun gracing
our days and a full moon our first night. Amid a ‘community of cottages’, our children, young
people and adults engaged with each other and the ocean environment, deepening the impact of
Earthcare and other like ministries over our week-long program, urging us to make spiritual
connections with nature, with one another, and with local First Peoples; while jets overhead
from the nearby flight path reminded us of the cost of carbon emissions.
During an all-age meeting for worship the children hosting it asked: ‘How do we care for the
earth and for people?’ and many friends reflected on whether they were doing enough. One
small boy ministered: ‘I care for the bugs and other people’. Later, fFriends responded to a
moving ministry of music by Junior Young Friends. We are deeply concerned at the impacts of
climate change and recognise that business as usual is not an option.
Visual presentations by Friends in the Earthcare session on the theme of spirit of place were
linked by the spiritual and emotional experience of connection with natural and green spaces.
David Carline, elder of the Kooma/Gwamu nation, and his niece Cheryl Buchanan, Aboriginal
rights activist and writer, in their Backhouse lecture deepened this idea of connection to
country reminding us that for Australia’s First Nations Peoples this goes back tens of thousands
of years through their ancestors. David and Cheryl shared stories showing how they have let
their lives speak and are using their gifts in the service of their communities. The Earthcare
committee also asked fFriends ‘If nature is a conversation, what is it saying?’ Cheryl Buchanan
urged us to: ‘Speak to the land. Listen to it. It will heal you.’
From their epistle, we learned Tanzanian Friends were encouraged to ‘embrace the Eagle’s life
style, its strength, power, patience, vision, eyesight’. A vision of a powerful Australian bird
emerged when Cheryl spoke of the confirmatory welcome to country David Carline received
from emus running toward him when he travelled to Kooma/Gwamu country, and of the Emu
songline going from there across to the Kimberly and down to South Australia.
Yearly Meeting began with gratitude on hearing that the United Nations treaty to ban nuclear
weapons was adopted by 120 countries. However without Australia’s signature, much is still to
be done. From two winter schools came an afternoon of peace witness. Bearing messages in
support of signing the treaty and explaining the health impacts of war, and a large banner with
the words ‘Honour the War Dead by Ending War’, around sixty Quakers walked purposefully
and prayerfully to the Adelaide War Memorial.
Australian Friends again felt connected to the wider Quaker community when American
Friends’ epistles told of their challenge in responding to white privilege and Ramallah Friends of
their continued struggle in this their 50th year under military occupation. With a bag packed full
of funeral notices representing the weekly heartache that is common across many Aboriginal

families and communities, the Backhouse lecturers spoke of the continuing consequences,
injustices and trauma of colonisation.
An encouraging State of the Society address felt the pulse of each Regional Meeting and offered
the idea that ‘We need in every community a group of angelic troublemakers’. The Australian
Quaker Narrative Embroideries express our history of Spirit-led work and inspire us to
continue our rich ‘tapestry’ of practical actions. We worry about our diminishing numbers and
too few to fill the roles we have created; but in ministry were reminded that although small in
number we are ‘a noisy people’. Despite some early unclear pathways, we see how the Spirit
often then seems to call forth energies to work in new ways.
Bilyanina yartanga
Let there be peace.

2017 Yearly Meeting Children’s Program Epistle
Dear Friends everywhere,
At the yearly meeting the children have enjoyed:
Bouncing on the big pillow outside near the grass area.
Going swimming with everyone.
Drama, drawing, and singing together.
Having lunch with friends.
Afternoon tea with the biscuits we made for Penn friends.
Walking to the beach and finding seashells and seeing the sea.
Making dinosaurs.
Some of us went on the peace march.
We led Tuesday's All-Age Meeting for Worship. The theme was
Caring for the earth and people
peace and hugs
the Children’s Meeting

2017 Yearly Meeting Junior Young Friends Epistle
After our various journeys to Yearly Meeting, we, the Junior Young Friends (JYFs), finally met up

once again for book making, Quakering, and a undeniably substantial amount of milo. After
settling in, we found the giant pillow and on our first programmed day went to the beach,
dipped our toes in some winter school discussions, and, to decide how to do all of that, went
through the soon-to- become arduous process that is Quaker decision making. Somehow, we
also managed to fit in circle dancing, a catch-up meeting for Penn friends, and rolling down the
hill before the Yearly Meeting photo.
On Tuesday, after all-age meeting for worship, we headed off to camp in Mylor. After settling in,
we joined in with some fun and games as some of us juggled or unicycled. Later we sung and
planned (with much deliberation) our concert contribution, and who we wanted to represent us
on the children and JYFs committee.
Wednesday was a day that held great excitement, as we completed a range of team building
exercises. During these activities, we amazingly managed to use six crates and planks to journey
across a metaphorical sea to ‘islands’ just big enough to fit the seventeen of us. This was only a
small part of what we experienced that day. We used totem tennis racquets to cross a ‘lava pit’,
as well as creating rafts from a variety of tyres, timber and ropes in order to cross a pool. After
the aforementioned exercises and lunch, we helped with service by dusting cobwebs, picking up
rubbish and cleaning windows around the camp and then ended the day with songs around a
bonfire.
After a great night’s rest at the JYF sleepover, we awoke, which felt a tiresome task to some. We
finished packing up and headed for St Kilda, visiting the Quaker Shop, and Adelaide Meeting
House along the way. Upon arrival at St Kilda we walked along a board walk through a
mangrove forest and saw first-hand some of the impacts of climate change and the ways that
nature was adapting and failing to adapt. On the way back we stopped off at St Kilda Adventure
Playground.
On our last day of Yearly Meeting, we began with a moving all-age worship centred around
caring for the planet and others, with music chosen by JYFs as food for thought. Many of us
chose to participate in the formal session on Children and JYFs. We later went back to JYF HQ,
where we learnt about Friends’ practice in the Philippines. Before lunch, many of us practiced
our concert items (“is it time yet?”) and prepared ourselves for the wetlands walk which
happened after lunch. We learned about species that we caught ourselves and observed them in
petri dishes and magnifying glasses.
All in all, good times were had in a Quakerly fashion, and as of ten past eleven (pm) on the
fourteenth of July, no one has yet been horribly hurt.
Junior Young Friends, Yearly Meeting 2017

