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We never expected this! Here we all are at home, attending Zoom Meetings for Worship and 
meeting our friends for coffee dates on a computer! It is a different world! Many people are 
suffering great hardship but I hope you are all keeping well and are feeling supported and 
safe.  

The silver lining is : there is time to stitch. Thank you to all the contributors to this newsletter.  

From Tessa 

I wrote to Sally the other day, saying I was using some of the enforced time at home to get on 
with some much needed spring cleaning and feeling very good about it. Sally’s response was. 
Hang the cleaning, you should be stitching!! So F/friends, if you don’t know what to do with 
the enforced time at home, see how much more of your panel you can manage to get done. 
  
And please write to us about it and get yourselves into the next newsletter! If you can 
manage to send a photo with it, so much the better. 

  
Seriously, I do hope you are 
coping with this totally altered 
lifestyle. If you can manage it, 
I’d love to hear how you are 
getting on. 
   
The Brisbane Exhibition  
by Mary Grbavac 

The idea of an exhibition 
came into being, as the 
Lyceum Club that Valerie is a 
member of, was studying 
embroidery, which triggered 
Valerie to offer our Tapestry 
panels to illustrate our work, 
& Tessa to give a lecture on 
the subject. Of course if the 
panels were coming to 

Brisbane then a public 
exhibition would be ideal, at the same time. Our time frame was directed by the lecture for 
the Lyceum, which is an annual event. 
  
Valerie scouted around & found that the central Brisbane City Council Library was willing to 
allow the exhibition to be held there. As Tessa was free to come for the lecture, it seemed 
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fortunate to go ahead. Once 
QRM had agreed to support 
the prospect, myself & 
Rhoda were asked to support 
Valerie in this event. We 
were also able to plan a 
workshop for the final 
weekend, to invite other 
people to learn the stitches 
we use, & hope that a few 
would increase the size of 
our Friends in Stitches group. 
  
On the Monday of the Set 
Up, the cases finally arrived, 
rather late, for the four 
Friends  to be able to sort & 
hang the panels 
appropriately. Unfortunately 
the descriptions of the 
designs were not able to be 
attached at that time, as we 
discovered that we lacked 
the required materials to 
complete our task. So the 
following Friday, Rhoda & 
myself went in again to add 
the descriptions. 
  
Then the Crona Virus hit us. 
Few people were visiting the 
Library for any purpose. 

There soon came a day that the 
Library banned any public in, consequently we were unable ourselves to pull the exhibition 
down. Tessa was unhappy with leaving it in place on the walls, in case of moths etc invading 
the fabric. 
  
Fortunately the Library staff were willing to take on the task, restoring the panels to the two 
suitcases, which are being stored at the Library, until another opportunity arises elsewhere. 
  
Calendars: Comments from South Australia  
by Robin Sinclair 

I hope you are having the same beautiful autumn weather that we are having. It is such a 
lovely time of year!  On the dot of March 1st yellow leaves started to fall and the Virginia 
creeper on the wall began to turn red. 

I'd just like to pass on these comments on the calendars from  some of our stitchers and other 
people who have copies.  First of all, of course we all enjoy having them, so thanks for 
coming up with the idea and making it happen.  I think I mentioned to you before that it 
would be good to have captions, and you said that it would be difficult to do in this format. 



What I have done with the ones we have is to type out one page which gives titles and some 
explanation for each month, and then just stick it in the front.  Somebody suggested that if 
you were able to do the same, not to stick in, but simply to photograph it, maybe it could be 
reproduced that way as an additional page.  What do you think? 

I think everyone who has seen it has expressed reservations about the reproduction of small 
details in a way which expands them to far beyond life size. We don't think it enhances 
them; in fact, quite the opposite.  I know that the English Friends did this with their calendars 
too, but even when I first saw them, and I wasn't involved with any stitching at that stage, I 
felt that it somehow exposed them in an unflattering way.  Do you know what I mean?  Some 
small detail which looks quite good and effective when it's life-size and in context, can come 
across as rather amateur and clumsy when it's blown up. 

March 2020 by Ann Rees 

March 2020 has been a difficult month 
for everyone, with huge changes to our 
way of life. There is pleasure that I find 
in those good things which we often 
take for granted, and looking for beauty 
and peace with an altered vision in a 
changed world is a way of still being 
able to live adventurously. Every day in 
March I have enjoyed seeing the May 
family tapestry designed and stitched by 
my FIS friends here in Adelaide, and 
have felt again the warmth of the 
individual friendships and the joy of 
meeting as a group. They are such 
happy memories, and they help me 

daily. Thank you Friends. 
  
207: Lettering colour 
by Tessa Spratt 

A few weeks ago, Moira, who is going great guns on the Kiama panel, asked me for some 207, 
the lettering colour.. When you live in Country Victoria it isn’t easy to 
get hold of! I had almost nothing and rang my nearest stockist who had 
none in stock. So I went searching on the web. I finished up going 
completely mad and bought SIX hanks for $44.77. Each hank is the 
same as 7 skeins, so I have the equivalent of 42 skeins which works out 
at very little more than $1 per skein. 
  I paid for it out of Victoria’s money and it is going free to anyone 
who would like some. I have high hopes of winding the hanks into 
skeins, so that it is easier to handle. With all the spare time we are 
supposed to have being housebound, I should be able to do that!! (I 
wish I knew where that spare time is going!!) What I will NOT be doing 
is winding it into balls – we have done that with wool in the past and it 
seems to stretch it and it becomes a little bit thinner and does not give a 
good finish when used for embroidering. 
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Progress on Cherish Our Place 
by Sally O’Wheel  

My Embroiderers’ Guild has stopped 
meeting and I am stitching on my own 
at home. I have a bit of a daily routine 
that includes more activities than I 
actually can fit into a day so I rotate 
through the list of activities. Usually 
this means I can stitch every second 
day. It is very exciting to see the panel 
progressing, the forest growing on the 
wool.  

Here come the majestic tree trunks, the 
dark forest, the tree ferns and all the wonderful shades of green.  

It is especially pleasing to be stitching my own design and making it up pretty much as I 
go along! Painting with wool. 


